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A WAR DESPOTISM.
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THE MENACE TO MANKIND,

Constitntion for Burope as the Alter-
native, g

The outstanding characteristics of
modern war, according to Mr. Thomas
H. Black, M.A., B.Sc., LL.E., who lee-
tured on Wednesday to the Fitzwilliam
Street (Huddersfield) Soocial Union,
are:—

(1). The amount of material that can
be used is infinite and the number of
men that can be used is enormous;

(2) There will be a deadlock so long
as there is a sufficient defence per unit
length of the linen to be defended, and
if there are equal resources on each
gide the war must end in the utter de-
struetion of both sides;

(3) The small state counts for noth-
ing; it is dependent on its powerful
allies.

It followed, -said Mr. Black, that
there was no limit to the preparations
that must be made if a nation was
to drive war into its enemy’s territory.
It was, therefore, probable that the en-
orgies of nations would be much more

they had been in the past. That was
the condition of the large State. As
to the small State, to speak of the in-
dependence of a smal State if that in-
dependence had to be defended by war
was to cpeak of a phantasm. - The out-
look for subject natonialities was equal-
ly as gloomy as that of the small States.
- It was probable; too, that individual
citizens would find very little regard for
t.hdr rights and liberties ‘'when these

pnpuutions for war were found

Minwmﬁonﬂ situation was what
_ the lecturer called war despotism, mean-
_ing o conditipn of things in which the
' final arbiter would be war. The only
alternative to war despotism was to
abolish war, and the only means of ab-
olishing war was to establish a con:
gtitution. They must have constitu-
tional rights, instead of so-called in-
ternational rights that had to Pe se-
cured by the sword of the individual
nation.

A conmstittution always consisted of
two parts. First of all it defined who
held the powers of government, and,
secondly, it defined what were the
rights of individual subjects against
the government. The British constitu-
tion, for example, assigned the law-
making right to Parliament, the judicial
right to the judges and the executive
right to the administration. But the
important part of the British constitu-
tion in modern times dealt with the
rights of the individual subject. The
individual had personal freedom and
must be convicted of offence by proper
trial before he could be legally re-
strained. Of course, these rights had
been suspended during the present war,
and it would be & question of how they
were to be restored and to what extent
after the war. A constitution for Eur-
ope would first define who should.hold
- the supreme power; and who shounld- de-
cide disputes, amongst nations. But
the principal part of it would set up
the constitutional right of individual
States. There would follow a sort of
. Habeas Corpus for nationalities, and the
tendency would be towards the freeing
- of States and subject peoples on a pro-
m‘tu.lo.—nuddoﬂﬁekl Worker.,

‘!h pdn pom of Manitoba pass

MS OF NEWS FROM LA PARTS

effective service in’the prosecation of
the war has undertaken to make a cen-
sus of the mann power of the Dominion
with the expressed view of organizing
it to the highest possible point of effie-
ieney; therefore be it reselyed that this
convention endorse the action of the
government in this regard; but while
endorsing it, ‘it desires to urge in the
strongest possible terms our abhorrence
of private profiteering on the part of
those engaged in the manufacture or
furnishing of war supplies of any kind
and also urges that a census of the
wealth of Canada should be immediate-
ly taken with the view to imposing upon
it the full share of the burden it should
bear in this time of national sacrifice:
And further, that these resources ¢an
only be organized to their full efficiency
by a National Government in which
the interests of pelitical parties shall
be made entirely subservient tq the in-
terests of the state. .

DENMARK SOCIALISTIC AS A RE-
SULT OF WAR.

ment Controls Vital Industries
Since Watr.

Fixes the Standard.
Measures to Prevent Excessive Profits
are Now Being Attempted.

T. H. Stauning, leader of Denmark’s
social democracy, member of the Zable
Radical Cabinet, and the first Beandi-
gavian Socialist to become a Cabinet
Minister, boasts that the war has trans-
formed Denmark into a Soecialistic
state, says a Stockholm despatch to the.
New York Evening Post. - The “mon-
archy still exists, but the State Social-
istic measures taken as a result of the
war trangeend the program of Karl
Marx, and pext year will be realized a
dozen other ‘extreme” Socialistic plans
of a kind never dreamed of by Marx,
he says.

Already the Danish State has taken
control of all wvital It
regulates production and -consumption;
expropriates excessive profits for public

industries.

use; enforces a living wage; and guar-
antees a minimum standard of cemfort
for all classes.
these measures will be developed in
sbill forms,
Minister Zable agrees.

8tate Fixes Standards.

Stauning at the end of November
delivered an exposition of Dghmark’s
war Socialisn to a meeting of Swedes
at Malmo. He declared that the chief
Socialist measure of 1917 will be- the
standardization of products in the. in-
terest of economy. Already standard
foods exist; it is forbidden to sell more
than two kinds of flour, the composi-
tion of which is fixed under penalty of
1mp wonment. Next year, says S‘ta'\m
ing, there will be ¢‘standard shaes’
and ‘“standard clothes.’’  Already rigid
Government measures prevent leather
and textiles from rising unduly in
pricsé; but this does not prevent secar-
¢ity, and there will soon not be enough
leather or textiles to go. round.
““This makes iuevitable the standard
shoe. State experts will evolve a model
shoe, which will require the least pos-
sible material. The shoe will be qf ab-
solutely uniform kind, and will be sold
at fixed prices mecording to ‘size. It
will be a penal offence to buy or sell
any other kind of shoe.

If the textile famine gets worse,

Stauning promises that

more drastie and Prime

standard suit of clothes for men. Prob
ably there.will .alse be a standard cos-
tume for women, centummg mostly ab-
solutely mecessary material of cheap
quality. -

tions commission have complets auto-

State tailoring” artists will produce a.

Cabinet’ Minister Points Out Govern. |

_ Denmark’s nwly-fwndu! Btate m-"
cossaries sommission and price regula- -

exporters paid to the fishermen & bomus

-shops; also over farming, The commis-

“money

eratic power. Through the necessaries .
commission, the Damsh State is now
the chief import merchant for wheat
and corn. - Already the necessaries eom-
mission controls the import of colonial
wares, and next year it will itself im-
port on a vast seale. The price regu-
lations commission has established its
control over all factories and work-

gion demands from the farmers ‘and
from- all the great’ industries -exact
tables, showing the cost of production,
On  this- basis the commission fixes
prices. Al Denmark’s produetive in-
dustries have now accepted State con:
trol. 3
To Prevent Excessive Profits.

Producers and distributors are no
allowed freely to determine
their mutual relations. The State late-
ly discovered that exporters of fish to
termany were making large profits;
and that, owing to war conditions in
the North Sea, the fishermen" were in
difficulties. It threatened to prevent
altogether the export @ fish unless the

longer

of 10 per cent. of the prices charged
The exporters had to agree.
After of war, sugar rose-to
11 cents:a pound. Six months of State
restriction and control of consumption
cents. Eight
products have

Germany.
a year

brought it down to 6

other important food
been reduced inrp,xiv(- between 15 ‘and
30 per cent. "

Prime Minister Zahle declares that
the State must accept full and direet
responsibility for the health and wel-
citizen. \. His Cabinet is

after measure to em-

fare of every
taking measure
body this prineiple.

The Minimum Income.

First of the principles insisted on is
‘fthe -niinimuin income.’’  The  State
declares that a family with earmings
under a fixed sum ¢annot live without
sutside help,-so the State pays it a war
supplement. At presest the minimum
income is-$500. Al familios With loss
than $500 a year are subsidized in -

according to number of chil-
and further relief is given in
kind. The State sells them goods at
less than cost price. All persons draw-
ing old age, sickness, or unemploymest
pensions are “allowed thirty per cent.
supplements, The Government promises
that if living gpnditions become worse,

dren,

supplmnc'nts wilk he increased.

Many storekeepers find it impossible,
as a mp@sult of the severe regulation, to
make @ living. On condition that they
observe the maximum prices, the Sta»t‘
pays them This practieal-
Iy turns traders into salaried officials

allowances.

who are guhranteed a fixed wage. i

The State finances are badly hit, and
the money grows
harder every mass of the

problem of finding
The
people, lwing{ulrczuly supported by the
State, cannot be taxed. Finance Min-
jster Eduard Brandes lays the whole
burden on the rich, in particular on
citizens and foreign settlers who pro-
fit from the war. For the next year
are proposed’ prohibitive taxes en lax-
in the spirit of Prof. Adolph
Wagner, who, seven years ago laid be-
fore the German Emperor a plan for
preventing excessive expenditure by
making it-a crimindl offence.

day.

uries,

This arctile appeared in the Toronto
Star Jan. 20, 1917, which we are pleas-
ed to publish in this issue—Editor.

» :
Nowadays a workingman  enters &
restaurant for a plate of sdup and is
hayded a damp plate. If the.working
néf has a good supply of imagination
W convinces himgelf that his damp
plate is soup, but he can never eonvince

that most stubhorn of debaters—his ap-
petite. X

It's a heap better to know loss a.nd'

" know it is so, than. to know a lot and -

know 1t xsn’t 8

—l-od——u-—

The workors are in the mnjority It

they fail to. gn mz tth mt, whou'

fault is tt‘l‘

What queer things we does and says—

i Fxrst,-«they teach us when we’re kiﬁ,

What a queer w_orld‘thh“in,.Bﬂi, o
Where us blokes do get about,

-1 éan’t make the muddle out; &

Bill, :
Of a Good Gawd np a:bove, g
Full of gracious love and merey,
Who aets tender like a dove. =
Why I mention ‘this ’ere point, Bill,
Is because the other day, ¢
At a sermon in the trenches, :
I heard the blo_pz:in’ parson say e i
As ’ow every one who has doubts, Bill, il :
In those Bible stories tall, : 4
He’ll be burnt right up in Hell, ' 8
Be he good or great or small; :
Yer mustn’t dare to think to question
Where the Good Gawd’s been o’
late,
Fer to leave His loving kiddies
Ter their own infernal fate;
It seems ter me He must be blind, Bill,
If He doesn’t see the blood
That’s been flowing over Europe,
Jest like a mighty roatin’ flood.
Blood o’ innocents it is, Bill,
Fer the blokes wot made the game
Never finger with the fire,

Though their hands lit up the flame;
They jest order and they scheme, Bill,
Eat their fill and dress quite gay,
Go ter church most every Sunday,
“Where they kneel to Gawd an’ pray, \

That He may be with their gang, Bill,
While they murder, rape and shoot . -
The ones who ups and tries to stop ’em, ’ 4
Grabin’ gold an’ land an’ loot;
It suits ’em, doe# this cursed game,
Bill,
Fer it stops the common herd
From puttin’ two an’ two-together.
But this Gawd, He seems ter me, Bill,
Not only blind, but deaf as well,
Or He’d hear the mighty wailin’
That would shake-the depth o’ Hell,
As it comes from kids an’ women
As in ngonfes they twist; -
On the rack an’ in the fire, :
In the poison: gasses’ mxst‘ S
They hasn’t done no bloomm’ harm, \
Bill,
But lived peaceful lives an’ prayed,
And believed the bloomin’ Prayer-
Book,
An’ its teachin’s they obéyed;
An’ thig is all the thanks.they gets,
Bill,
Fer their worship an’ their love;
He' jest cocks a deaf ear to ’em
From His Throne that’s up above;
So yer see it makes one think, Bill,
If there was a Gawd at-all,
He’d manage this ’ere pla,ce quite dxf
ferent,
There’d be peace an’ goodwill to all.
~J. 8. C.
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One often hears it said of some mil- :
liongire: ‘“He added millions to the ]
wenlth of the community.’”’ And a lot
of people actually believe it.  The facts
are that a few thousand workingmen
produced millions in wealth and made
this man rich while makmg a bare liv-
ing for themselves. The rich man him-
sclf -produced nothing. ' If. he added
millions to the 'wealth of the commun-’ -
ity he holds the title deed to it.

We are informed that the Reckefel-
ler Foundation -has many experts at
work trying to discover why hungry

. babies cry. Bet you a million the — s

Rockefeller Foundation wouldn’t ‘em- S e

ploy one expgrt to find out heow hungry P

babies may.be fed. The Foundation iy

will leave that for the mM ; Sy
who- have a loouy ‘idea that hungry
babies will stop their erying if mly

they are fed. ¢
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