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NEWS OF PLAYS

AND PLAYERS

Neil Kenyon's Triumph in South
Atfrica -

HENRY CROSBY'S PLANS -

The "Besf Modern” Melodrama—

Richard Harding Davis' Mother-
in-Law in Vaudeville — Mark'

Twain's Tom Sawyer Drama-

tized

Neil Kenyon has won a ‘remarkable

triumph in South Africa. The Johannes-|

burg Gazette recently paid the Seotch
comedian an unusual tribute: “The fam-
ous :Scotch comedian gives us his best;
and his best is very good indeed: A fort-
night ago we prophesied that he would
prove a big success. Qur prophecies have
been amply justified, for Neil Kenyon
has simply. taken the town by storm. He
leapt into favor at ome bound on his
first night, and that favor has increased
with every performance. Barrie, from
his ‘Window in Thrums, may delineate,
with that master hand which is all his
own, the pawky Scotch humor of the
local worthies—their little weaknesses
and ‘{diosyncrasies. But his is only word-
. painting after all. Neil Kenyon rises su-
iperior. He gives us the real thing, with
the unfaltering genius of the true artist
—the sturdy Scotsman as he actually is
on his native heath—perfect portraits
that are as lifelike as.they are entertain-
ing—as realistic as they arc interesting.
Whether it be Postman, Stationmaster,
or Ne'er-do-Well, Neil Kenyon is ever
magnificent, alike in appearance, in
gesture or in voice. He tells his stories,
and ‘cracks his jokes in his inimitable
dry ‘Scotch manner, till his audience
simply weeps®with laughter. And then
there is a sudden change from comedy
to tragedy—the black-edged letter, and
the Highland Lassie still telling the blind
father of the brave deeds of the son
across the seas, when all the time, that
son has already crossed those other seas
whence there is no return.”

Henry Crosby, who did the “heavies”
for Kirk Brown on several visits to this
city, and his wife, Mable Dillingham,
after a prosperous and pleasant season at
the ‘Auditorium® Stock Company, Kansas
City, closing ‘this week, will go to their
cottage at Old Orchard Beach, Maine,
for & summer vacation. They expect to
settle their plans for next season within
a few days. -

Alice Baker, who will return to the
Sydney Toler Stock Company at Hali-
fax, N. S., for the regular fall season, is
spending the summer in Gloucester,
Mass.

It is_ no new habit of dramatic critic-
{sm to call “The Silver King” the best
modern melodrama, it was “best” when
it was first produced, and no dramatist,
says the New York World, has since
succeeded in writing a better one. The
old play has recently heen acted again
at His Majesty's Theatre, Loondon, by
a notable cast in aid of King George's
pension fund, and this is how it im-
pressed one. of the leading reviewers:
“It was the reminder that this best of
melodramas 1§ really something much
more than a melodrama. It is really a
great modern ‘morality’ play as well,
carrying with it a message worked out
with scrupulous psychological care and
absolute sincerity—the ever-invigorating
message, hackneyed though it may be,
that men may rise on stepping-stones of
their dead selves to higher things.'”

Here is enterprise. Mrs McCoy, the
mother of Bessie and Nellie McCoy, and
the mother-in-law of Richard Harding
Davis, has gone into vaudeville, In her
act she is assisted by a bagpiper to
whose accompaniment she presents
a series of of Irish reels and clogs, and
a Highland fling, wearing kilts in the
latter dance. In conclusion Mrs. McCoy,
gives an imitation of her daughter, Bes-
sie McCoy, and forthwith sings and
dances the “Yama Yama” number from
“The Three Twins.”” Mrs. McCoy re-
tired from the stage eleven years ago.

The cast of “Wanted $22,000,” a com-
edy to be launched by Coben & Har-
ris, includes Ernest Glendenning, George
Nash, Russ Whytal, Richard Sterling
and Desmond Kelley.

Paul Kester, author of “The ILady
in the Case,” “When Knighthood Was
in Flower,” and other plays, has made
a dramatization' of certain recollections
of Mark Twain under the title, “T'he
Adventures of Tom Sawyer.”

De Wolf Hopper is completing plans
to add “The Yeoman of the Guard to
his list of Gilbert and Sullivan operas
next season. This will give him a re-
pertoire of five Gilbert and Sullivan
operas.

Comment is being caused by a scene

“The Passing Show of 1914”"—where-

Aiss Billie Burke, wife of the pro-

tor of the “Follles,” and her mo-

are burlesqued as people in an em-

nent agency. The name Burke is

and the young woman in the trav-

red of hair and dressed in ny-
as Miss Burke was in “Jerry.)”

'Where It Costs But Four Cents To ;

Hear Grand Opera and ShaKespeare

Melba Has Now Promised to

Both Opera and the Classic
ot The Humblest

Sing at The “Old Vic.,” Which

Stands in One of London’s Dingiest Quarters and Provides

Drama at a Price Within Reach

Otherwise the Ro
speare can be heard for four cents,

(Times Special Correspondence.)

London, June 25—If you some day
should behold the announcement, “Mel-
ba Sings Here Tonight; ’Admisison
Four Cents,” over a decidedly dubious-
looking hall in a mean street, it would

be likely to give you “a jar,” would it
not? Well, Melba has not yet actually
sung at the “Old Vie,” ‘which stands in
Waterloo road, one of London’s grub-
biest thoroughfares, and surely is one of
the most extraordinary places of enter-
tainment—and instruction—in the world,
but she has promised to do so, and what
ijs more has just donated $250 to the
funds of the place.

Meanwhile should you pay a visit to
the Royal Victoria Hall, (to call it by
its proper name), you will be able, on
different nights, to hear grand opera
sung by really accomplished artists and
see Shakespeare played by capable act-
ors, not to mention hearing lec-
tures on all sorts of topics by men as
famous as Shackleton .at prices ranging
from four cents to fifty—the latter, by
the way, being the price for a box.

It is true that the strains of “Rigo-
letto” as performed (sometimes by art-
ists from the Royal Opera House at
Covent Garden), at the “Old Vic” may
occasionally be interrupted by a dog-
fight in the pit, and that American rag-
time may, and probably will be played
between the acts and even between the
scenes of the Shakespeare plays, but one
cannot have everything, and, on the
whole, the behavior of the audiences
there is one of the most striking things
about the “Old Vie,” which exists to
provide uplifting entertainment for the
poor inhaﬁ)ltants of the surrounding
grimy neighborhoods.

I speak from experience, for on the
night when I visited the “Old Vic” to
witness the “try-out” of a little play
written by a novelist of renown and
acted by a singer who is far from un-
known, I believe I was the least atten-
tive listener to the lecture which preced-
ed the little piece. The subject “Paper
Making,” was dealt with by an expert
in a technical fashion that was too much
for my interest, yet this audience of
slum-dwellers from the New Cut and
the dingy purlieus round about Water-
loo Station followed the speaker with,
apparently, complete enjoyment, ap-
plauding whenever a specially striking
point was made, and laughing whole-
heartedly whenever a humorous note
was struck.

On opera nights the roughest “gal-
lery-boy” who has paid tuppence for his
geat, sits spell-bound as the beautiful
strains of Seibel’s song mount upon the
heated air, and woe betide a late-comer
wearing squeaky boots. He subsides
crushed beneath the angry “shs!” and
indignant glances of his neighbors.

The “Old Vie,” in fact, which holds
2,000 persons and is almost always pack-
ed, is used quite a lot by folk who have
any kind of an artistic experiment which
they want to try “on the dog,” as it
were, and more than once an appearance
on the stage there has been the prelude,
in some humble aspirant’s history, to an
engagement in the West. End or the
provinces.

The Royal Victoria Hall has its own
opera and theatrical company,—this
week the latter have been giving
“Twelfth Night” before enraptured aud-
iences—but every now and then, as has
heen said, one of the really big stars
from Covent Garden pays a surprise vis-
it. For example, George Wilber Reed,
over whom the Berlin critics raved, has
sung in “Faust” at the “Old Vie” more
than once, and has told the writer of
coming out bhehind some of his humble
auditors and hearing them calmly com-
paring Brahmns with Bach and Verdi
with Bizet and generally talking in a
fashion amazing to folk who speak air-
ily of the ‘“‘lower clagses.”

Melba’s first visit to the Royal Vic-

toria Hall was paid last weeck and waé

THE “OLD VIC”
al Victoria HAI}I&London, where grand opera and Shake-

elba is to sing there soon.

a complete surprise, no hint of the diva’s
intention having leaked out. On being
introduced to Miss Baylis, the energetic
and quite wonderful woman who-is thej
life and soul of the “Old' Vic,” ‘Melba

explained that she was deeply interested
in the cause of music for the people and
would do all' in her power to help it
along. ‘I'hen the diva went behind the
scenes and shook hands and chatted with
several ‘of the artists and wished them
every success.

“Rigoletto” was the opera chosen for
that evening’s performance and Melba
took the opportunity of saying spme nice-
and encouraging things to Maude Will-
by, the “Gildea” of the occasion, who
evidently took heart of grace therefrom,

“Caro nome” elicited, and deserved, en-:
thusiastic applause | from ' the audience,
no mean judges.

On leaving, Melba not only handed a
check for $250 to Miss Baylis to help

untarily promised to sing there, probably
some time in the coming month. The
exact date will be kept as a surprise, for,
you may be sure that if it became
known outside ~that the Australian’
nightingale could be heard “across the
river” for four cents, there would be such
a rush of music-lovers over Waterloo
Bridge that the original “0Old Victor-
ians” would not get so much as a look
in.

That check for fifty English pounds,
by the way, was mighty welcome, for,
were it not for occasional gifts from out-
side, the box-office receipts would not
run the place, and, as it is, Miss Baylis,
who combines the duties of impressario,
stage manager, dresser and, on occasion,
stage carpenter, not to mention ward-
robe keeper, has had to learn how to
adapt small means to ends.

Any Thursday evening when the the-
atre is packed by an enthusiastic audi-
ence listening to “Faust” or “Lohengrin,”
Miss Baylis may be found supervising,
managing, organizing. Does one of the
angel’s wings seem ,a bit wobbly, she
is there with the necessary thread or
pin; and in her narrow “office” behind
the stage the prima donna seeks refuge
while the finishing touches are put to
her hair and dress. While the present
writer talked to Miss Baylis, she. was
adapting with nimble fingers a purple
velvet curtain, which was to be trans-
formed for the evening into a royal train.

Sir Ernest Shackleton, Polar explorer,
who remarked that when first he saw
the vast audience at the “Old Vic” he
felt half inclined to turn tail and run,
is only one of many famous lecturers
who have held forth in the Waterloo
road. And each of them, according to
Miss Baylis, has his little whims which
must be ministered to religiously. This
one, for example, lkes a squeeze of lem-
on in the water he drinks, another must
have a reading stand and lamp of a par-
ticular pattern, and so forth and so on.

A Checkered Career

The “Old Vie” which deserves its ad-
jective, having existed for nearly 100
years,—has had a checkered career. Back
in 1816, when the south side was the
fashionable residential quarter for the
well-to~do merchants who had business-
es in the city, the theatre was built as a
first class home for classical drama, and
rejoiced in the name of the Coburg The-
atre. Paganini played the violin there
amid scenes of wild enthusiasm, his car-
riage being dragged by cheering crowds
down the Waterloo road which was then
a widely different thoroughfare from the
distinetly unsavory one that Londoners
know today. [l.ater, the theatre became
the headquarters for blood-curdling
melodrama, until, as the neighborhood
deteriorated, it became rough and rowdy
and a proverb for all that was disord-
erly. In those days, the majoritv of
the auditors attended with hottles of
dring in their pockets. These, when emp-
tied. were aimed at the heads of the nal-

for her singing of the part; especially the|

things along at the “Old Vic,” but vol-|

ice who attempted to keep order. On
the night when boxing matches were
held, pandemonium reigned, the gallery
had to be “cleared, and many broken
heads were the result.

After many vicissitudes, in 1881, the
hall was taken over by two ardent re-
form workers, Lord Mount Temple, and
Miss Cons, the latter of whom was the
guiding spirit of the movement till her
death two years ago. ‘It was she who
inaugurated grand opera at the “Old
Vic”—the original entertainment had
been a vaniety bill—and during her
twenty-nine years of voluntary labor, she
kept a watchful eye on all that went
on. Her tact, firmness and perseverance

| made what seemed like an almost hope-

less task possible, and whether she was
dealing with variety artists, musical
geniuses, science or temperance lectur-
ers, staff or employes, her genius for or-
ganization stood her in good stead.

It was she who induced the late Queen
Victoria to visit the Coburg, as it still
was called, in 1882,%and it thereafter took
its name from heér, and gradually got
its present abbreviation thereof. After
the death of Miss Cons, her niece, Miss
Baylis, who had helped her for some
years, took up the task with pluck and
determination, resolved, if possible, to
carry on the work which brings some
light and brightness into the lives of so
many poor folk in this rich metropolis.

~THE LONDON STAGE

A New Version of David Copper-
field Is Announced

(Times Special Correspondence)

London, June 20—Although “Pygmal-

ion” is doing good business, its successor
has already been ‘sélected. Indeed Sir
Herbert Tree tells fii¢ that he will begin
rehearsals almost“#nmediately. Tt is a
new version of Dieclkkens’ “David Copper-
field, ’by Louis Parker and production
has been provisiondlly fixed for August
29. Sir Herbert will double the roles of
Peggotty and Micawber, Miss Iris Hoey
just returned after a long vacation in
Egypt, - will play Bm’ly, Owen Nares,
David and Leon Quartermaine, Uriah
Heep, Parker has.taken various liber-
ties with the story, the most important
of which brings the play to a close with
the return of a prosperous and benevol-
ent Micawber from Australia edger to
 bless the union of Agnes and David.
It will be interesting to see whether
‘this latest partnership of Tree and Par-
ker will prove any more prosperous than
former affairs of the same kind. On the
opening night of “Drake” which prob-
ably paid expenses, Tree made a speech
in which-he said:

“] am delighted to be associated with
Louis Parker in a success because we
have been associated in so many fail-
ures.”

Still Parker always writes an interest-
ing play and Tree always mounts it in
a style that compels admiration.

- WEALTH OF HARR

Parisian Sage Makes Thin, Lifeless Hair
Soft and Abundaft

Beautiful hair, fluffy, lustrous, abund-
ant and free from dandruff, is one of
woman’s greatest charms—it’s her main
delight—yet so many of the fair sex have
streaked, thin and lifeless hair and think
there is no remedy. Beautiful hair is
largely a matter of attention. Parisian
Sage frequently works wonders. Try it
to day, and you ‘will be surprised with
the result—not dnly will the hair be-
come abundant, soft, fluffy, radiant with
life, but really doubly beautiful.

Parisian ' Sage supplies hair and scalp
needs. It surely removes dandruff with
one application, steps itching head and
cleanses the hair of all dirt and exces-
sive oil. b8

All drug and teilet counters sell Par-
isian Sage in ‘fifty cent bottles. Look
for the trade mark—“The Girl with the
Auburn Hair” Try at least one bottle.
The money refunded’if you are not sat-
isfied.
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MARY PICKFORD
DENIES RUMOR

Will Not Desert Famous Players
Company

WHAT'S WHAT IN THE MOVIES |

International Exhibition/ in'London
Will be Tremendous Affair—
Real Heroism by Reel Hero—

A $15,000 Train Wreck For
Vitagraph Feature

Mary Pickford herself called a halt
the other day to rumors that have been
circulated for some time that she was
about to desert the Famous Players or-
ganization to join the Universal ranks.
Miss Pickford issued the following
statement in contradiction of the ru-
mors:

“The report that I am about to make

a change and become associated with the
Universal Film Company is unauthoriz-
ed, and detrimental td both, myself and
the Famous Players Film Company. The
story is without foundation or author-
ity and you will do me and the Famous
Players Company a great favor if: you
will contradict it in the strongest langu-
age possible. J

“As is commonly known, the Famous
Players Film Company has supplied me
with opportunities and ply material un-
equalled by any other company, and the
report is therefore unjust and injurious
to everybody concerned.” y

The second international Kinemato-
graph International Exposition will be
held in London at:the Olympic. from
Aug. 20 to Sept. 30 this year. Prepara-
tions are already being made for the ex~
position and many American companies
are making arrangements foran: exhibit.
in addition to the English companies.
At the last exposition held at the same
place last year the daily attendance av-
eraged more than 10,000. §

Thirteen projection rooms are to be
set up in the exposition hall for the
showing of films of exhibitors. Restric-
tions have been. made preventing the
taking of space by .irresponsible ped-
dlers handling gods not connected with
motion pictures. b

Members of the “Flying A” company
were given an opportunity to show their
heroism in actual life the other. day
when a runaway endangered the life of
Miss ' Marty Martin, of Fresno. The
Santa Barbara Press tells of the occur-
rence as follows: “Frank Nicely, Miss
Martin, Peggy Perkins, and Mr. ‘Kemp
decided to get a bird’s eye view of San-
ta Barbara from the hills, and horses
were ordered. At the time Mr. Nicely
did not know that Miss Martin had nev-
er been on horseback before, and he was
assisting her to the saddle when the
horse- bolted. It was across State street
before. Nicely could get into his own
saddle, but then the race started. Miss
Martin did wonderfully well in remain-
ing on the horse, Nicely soon overtook
the fractious animal, and for a time the
two horses ran neck and mneck. Miss
Martin had by this time dropped the

reins and was holding to the horn of |-

the saddle and she was swaying when
Nicely reached her and\picked her off
the horse, and then held her across the
neck of his own until they were brought
to a stop. Those who were eye witness-
es say it was a splendid piece of horse-
manship and cool-headedness on the part
of Nicely.”

It cost the Vitagraph Company $15,~
000 to reproduce a train wreck a few
days ago for a forthcoming feature. An
engine drawing four coaches at fifty
miles an hour was sent into an open
switch at Milltown, near New Bruns-
wick, N. J.,, and rolled down a thirty
fot embankment while six camera men
stood by and turned the cranks of their
cameras. No one was hurt. as the en-
gineer jumped soon after the train got
in motion. The cars burst in flame as
they reached the bottom of the embank-
ment, the engine blew up and altogether
the- Messrs Blackton and Smith think
they got their money’s worth.

'The Chicago Board of Censorship has
refused a permit to *“The World, the
Flesh and the Devil.” an English pro-
duction recently imported. The produc-
tion was also refused a permit from the
English censor.

‘The moving picture has been turned
to account by the German army, and it
is likely that a portion of the soldiers’
rifle range work will hereafter be done
with moving figures for targets. A test
of the new contrivance at the Doeberitz
range gave good results, and the Kaiser
who witnessed the tests and himself fir-
ed a number of shots, was pleased with

pear marching soldiers, cavalrymen, ar-
tillery in full gallop, cycle troops and
other moving objects. The instant a bul-
let strikes the paper the spot of impact
is brilliantly lighted and the movement
of tha aantrivance ia arrested for maavlw

.disproved in the

a second, giving an opportunity-to se¢
the full effect of the shot. It is believed
that the invention will not only improve
the soldier’s marksmanship, but will also
prove valuable in training them to aim
and fire rapidly.

add Movies g

Two lives were lost on July 1 in the
Arkansas river in an attempt to produce
a motion picture play entitled  “Across
the Border.” The victims were Miss
Grace  McHugh, aged twenty-five, a
young lady of the Colorado Motion Pic-
ture Company, and Owen Carter, assist-
ant camera man of the company. While
fording the stream on horse back, Miss
McHugh became nervous and pulled on
the horse’s reins so that the animal was
forced under the water and she was
thrown into the swift running river.

Carter leaped into the water , and
swam with her to a sand bar. It proved
to be quick sand and in a few minutes
both were engulfed again and were
drowned.

Other members of the company who
had seen them on the sand bar started
for them through underbrush but before
the rescuers reached them they disap-
peared.

! \

FLRESTS AND NAVIGATION

(Ottawa Bulletin)

It has been urged that in the interests
of navigation the dominion government
should purchase such denuded forest

land in the eastern provinces as might

be necessary to reforest in order to pre-
vent floods and the filling up of styeams
with sediment. In this connection the
report on the Trent Watershed Survey,
recently published by the Commission of
Conservation, is of considerable interest.
In this region of Ontario, as a result of
fires, 150,000 acres are practically a des-
ert and the report urges a policy of for-
est. conservation under dominion, pro-
vinicial or municipal control, in order to
p¥eserve the ~ usefulness of the Trent
Valley canal in which more than $10,-
000,000 is invested, There are many such
barren areas in the eastérn provinces,
which with the assistance of the domin-
ion government might be made to pro-

«| duce valuable forest crops.

In Canada disastrous.floods and .low-
water stages have been largely prevented
ed by the timely action of the dominion
government in setting aside as forest re-
serves the wooded slopes where the
great rivers of the interior of the domin-
ion have their origin. On the east slope
of the Rocky Mountains over 20,896
square miles of non-agricultural = land
have been thus reserved, for the
double purpose of regulating the run-off
and of provididng a perpetual supply of
timber to meet the ever increasing needs
of the prairie settlers. In the Railway
Belt - in- British Columbia smaller re-
serves have also been set aside, chiefly
for the purpose of maintaining a steady
flow in the streams on which.the fruit-
gr?wing industry is absolutely depend-
ent.

After a struggle which lasted more
than ten years the friends of conservation
in the United States succeeded in pass-
ing the Week’s Bill on March 1, 1911,
‘for the acquisition of lands for the pur-
posce of conserving the navigability of
navigable rivers” by maintaining on
these acquired watersheds a perpetual
growth of forest which would preserve
the regularity of the stream-flow, thus
aiding navigation and water-power de-
velopment, and would also prevent soil
erosion and' the resultant filling up of
the streams with sediment.

The bill was fought bitterly by interests
who attempted to prove that forests do
not restrain floods or regulate stream-
flow, but their arguments were totally
House of Represent-
atives.

It was then sought to prove the pro-
vision for the purchase of state or pri-
vate lands by the federal government to
be unconstitutional, but the committee
on the judiciary, after thorough consid-
eration, affirmed that “congress had the
constitutional power to acquire lands
and forest reserves in a state by pur-
chase, condemnation or otherwise, as an
aid to navigation, if it be made to ap-
pear to congress that such reserves ma-
terially or substantially aid navigation.
That forests reserves had this influence
was “made to appear” to congress, the
Weeks bill was passed and since then
there have been purchased or approved
for purchase over 65,000 acres of denud-
ed timberlands in the Appalachian
Mountains, which will be, when neces-
sary, artificially reforested in order' to
bring under control the excessive floods
which have caused such damage along
the Ohio and other rivers having their
sources in these mountains.
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Finished
Flat To-Let

six rooms and bath,
light, hard
wood floors, dining

electric

,room and kitchen.

Rent $20 a Month

Possession at once
Apply to

P.J. STEEL
519 Main St
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A LAPSUS LINGUAE

(The Canadian Courier)

A prominent newspaperman in Toron-
to tells a good story. He is a huge man—
both ways. When:he was in England he
went to Clovelly; in Devon, where at the
bottom of a steep declivity you may
catch a glimpse of the sea.

The newspaperman, who leans towards
fatness toiled down to the bottom of.
the rocks and got the view. Then he
looked at the steep road which he had
to climb to get back. A native of the
place came along and the newspaper-
man complained to the old villager thaf
there should be some motor or traction
car running up the cliffs.

Said the villager: “When the All
mighty ‘put those cliffs thére He didn’t
expect people to be so lazy they would
complain about climbing up and down.
Besides, we don’t want any motors with
their oil and stench; we don’t want any .
rocks raflway with their petrol and
smell. In fact, sir, we don't want any
vernacular traffic of any kind!”

$1,000 CHALLENGE.

GENT’S STYLISH SUIT,
COAT, VEST and TROUSERS, $4.50.
MARVELLOUS OFFER

BY ENGLISH FIRM.

A most marvellous, but perfectly honest
offer to Telegraph readers is being made by
Messrs. H. Thomias & Co., the well-known
English wholesale clothiers, 142, Grays Inn
Road, London, W.C.; England. This
well-known English clothing house will
send, simply as an advertisement, a Gent's
complete Suit, coat, vest and troysers, cut
right-up-to-the-minute in fashion from good
durable English cloths for the small sum
of $4.50, Duty and Postage paid. Remem
ber you have nothing further to pay.

$1,000 CHALLENGE.

Because some have stated that this is
impossible, this enterprising firm offer 1,000
Dollars if not true that they supply Suits
for $4.50, Duty and Postage paid.

Other prices of the goods are $6.50, $8.50,
$10.50,"$12.50 and 15 Dollars. .

Mail a card to-day for a free set of choice
patterns with latest fashions and full instruc-
tions for self-measurement to their Toronto
Branch, H. Thomas & Co., (Dept, 21 ),
Dominion Bank Bldes. cor. College and,
Spadina Toronio  Menuon the patterns
wanted, also the Times.




