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'^^''"'^ ^"*^ ^*""'y ^o*" * minute. What are the facts ?What are the figures as given—not by Irishmen, but given by the Sec

retary of War in the British House of Commons, when he said that twohundred and fifty thousand Irishmen—to be accurate, two hundred andforty nine thousand odd-were fighting in the British Army during thewar. One hundred and fifty thousand to two hundred thousand of thosewere Irish Roman Cathohcs. These men, believing that the Allieswere fighting for liberty, for freedom of small nations^including theirown—forgetting their past, forgetting their wrongs; forgetting that Irishmen, women and children were shot down in Dublin three days before
the war; they joined the British Army and fought as Irishmen can fight,and I never heard that one of these men proved to be a coward or a traitoron the held of battle.

Think what two hundred and fifty thousand men means. We are
only a small people of four and a half millions or less. This means one-

^ ,l!f"* u u o"^P?P"'ation; one-eighteenth of your population wouldbe about half a million; and I understand that is what you sent across
the water, and who would dare say that Canada did not do her fair
share m the war.

«; uJ^^f ^\^^J^ ^j'o refused to join. They said to England "You arehghting for the freedom of small nations; you ask us to fight; you sayyou are in "fed of men; you have two hundred and fifty thousand English
soldiers in Ireland defending it against the Germans. We don't say
that one Irishman is better than one Englishman, but we do say that one
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as one Englishman any day Take these two hun-dred and fifty thousand British soldiers out of Ireland and send them toFrance or Flanders and we will replace them by two hundred and fiftythouMnd Irishmen, and we swear before you and before the Allies and be-

f^!
"'gh Heaven that no German or man of any nation will ever set his
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Did England respond to that request, to that test ? No. Thenthese men said 'When England does not respond she is not sincere;
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"^"^ ^""^^ without shedding a drop of bloodand that small nation is Ireland, and if she refuses, the only nation weknow and want to fight for is Ireland."
I iy say these men were pro-Germans. As a matter of fact, they were
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*""'*e^" hundred young men fought and died for Irelandand they knew they were not dying in vain because the Irish cause is nowa world question

;
they cared not whether they died in Ireland or in France.No, Irishman have no need to bv^ ashamed of themselves; they believedthey were fighting for the same principles as you were fighting for," for

Jh^T^ K^"'^iL^°'" ?t '-'H^y ?"^ ^""^^^^"^ °f ^heir own sm^n nationthat they have been fightmg for for seven hundred and fifty years.Some would say ''What about the Ulster question ?" Ah' there'sthe rub. It seems to be a great problem now to know just where Ulster
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