
104 LETTERS TO UNKNOWN FRIENDS

The word Christianity does not occur in the

New Testament. The word reUgion does not

occur at all in the Gospels. Christ's word for his

gift to us is "Life" or "Eternal Life." "I have

come that they might have Life, and that they

might have it more abundantly." "I giv'^ unto

them Eternal Life, and they shall never perish,

neither shall any one pluck them out of my hand.

"

Similarly, Paul : "The gift of God is Eternal Life.

"

"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-

suflFering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,

temperance," That Jesus Christ might inspire

in men this life he was born, lived, suffered, died.

This is what the preacher of the (-lad Tidings has

to offer to his congregation, and the missionary to

the heathen as their inheritance.

He says to them: You are perhaps agnostics,

^'ou believe that there must l>e some sort of

intelligence liehind nature, but you know not

what it is. I have come to introduce your Father

to you. You can, if you will, have him as your

"Great Companion. " Or perhaps you are afraid

of God. You think he is angry with you because


