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portant niutatio;)s, liy which it has l)o.(;n MT^ro and more iin-

y<rovo(l, and bi'ttv^r fitt-jd for tho acconunodatin'j of its iidia-

hitaiit.s, and which may all he n.'garded as so many stages in

it-4 graduTcl progress to it.-^^ final dpslination; and as its present

hiato will not warrant the eonclnsion that that d-.^stinatiori

li.is heen already attained, we may helievo that some tarthiT

rhange is a])proa(drni<r. There are difFerent i'lcts whicii

point to this eonclnsion. The hnnian raee cannot go on in-

""(•easing to eternity,—for unless the univer-;e ho infinite, and

ail its sections be designed for their reception, which we
havt! no reason to believe, btit the contrary, the time must

sooner or later come, when their numbers would he greater

than the means of their acconmiodalion, and their farther

J!3crease would be a serious evil.

But what is more level to our comprehension, the mineral

stores laid up in the earth, on which we are in some impor*

tant respects dependant, are not inexhaustible, as has been

already observed,—they are limited, and will certainly be

exhausted before the expiration of many thousands of years.

'I'here are extensive regions, in which neith(n' coal nor iron

have been discovered, and in wh.ch we are certain they ei-

(her <lo not exist or are wholly inaccessible to iiiiman in<lus-

try; and it is not impossible to calculate the amount of the

imexcavated coal in all the known coal fields, and the pre-

cise periotl when they will be exhausted, should the jn-esenl

rate of consumi)lion be continued. That the rate w ill be

reduced, we have no reason to believe.—that it will be in-

creased, may bo regarded as certain; but to what amount it

is impossible to tell. That the present state of things will

continue while the provision which nature lias made for it

la^ts, we may certainly believe,—for no mistake is made in

her calculations, tind when her ])urposes have been accom-

j)bshed there will ho no dclicicncy in that provision, nnd no

evcess. We may therefore conclude that the present state

of things will not continue beyond a given tnne; and ns the

constimption of its njcans is rapidly increasing, the expect-

ed termination will probaldy come as the Scrif)tures express

it, " as a thief in the night,'' or sooner than was anticipated,


