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w!th an abundant harveft, and hitherto even the rtiefcilefi

winter has appeared to refpe6t the defencelefs condition of

our poor, by paliingaway with unufual mildnefs*

To crown the fingular felicity of our colonial ftate, whiJd

fophiftry and fedition have been bufily, and but too fuc-

cefsfully at work, in other parts of the empire, we have li-

ved to this day in all concord and loyalty. No fadions

have d'vided our people, or diftraiEted our government.

Clubs and cabals are unknowri in our fettlements. No
one has dared to accufc another of difafFedtion. There has

riot been an information, far lefs an imprifonment, incon-

fequence of feditious practices in any part of the country.

?cace and uriity have (hcd tlieir happieft influences over the

province, and our King and our Coaftitution continue to be

the objeiSls of cur dearefl regard.

In fuch a fortunate, may it not be faid in fuch an enviable-

condition, are we not bound by all the ties of gratitude and
duty to love and praife the Lord, and to walk uprightly in his

commandments ? Nopeople were ever more highly favoured,

or biefled with a better opportunity of becoming wife, and
good and happy. Let not the kindnefs of Providence plead

with us in vain. Enjoying fafety in the midft of danger,

let us obferve the difpenfations of judgment to other lands,

and apply the inftrudions which they deliver to our own
improvement. In a particular manner let us beware of the

prevailing vices which have produced the perils of the time

—inridclity, licentioufnefs, and a fpirii of innovation.

And oh my friends, let not the parting admonition of the

expiring year be loft upon you ! It calls you to the exercife

cf repenunce, and to an immediate anJ effVilual reforma-

tion ot your condufl* It fpcaks with earnell voice on the

im()ortance of thefe outies, and you will not hear it fpeak in

this place again. The envious moments fly while we are

talking of rhcir fps^d ; arrefl: them in their progrcfs, and

ap.'Iy then-* to the bu'inefs of your falvation. For though

t^me he ihort, remember that procraftination is endlefs,

ruri)ofcs of amcnJiaciii: indeed wiiich indciiaiteiy embrace
" an
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