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He wrts, of fourne, regarded Ai

'a very- smart' man. A prcat (cmiHatiou is thus oflercil to the preacher to gratily to the full,

this ii'ioidinale passion for mere animal oxcitemcni
,

it being a settled eonviction, that an

increase to the Hclv is au 'mposiihility without it.

You and your bretliren are clearly of opinion—indeed, it seems to be a settled point with

you, tliat the •"^extraragauccs" which were exhibited durinj,'the progress of your meeting in the

busii, and whicii i dc-^cribcd in my letters in the People's J'rexs, were the marks and evidences of

A 1,-nuine work of grace. Hence you speak of them as tlie • unpretending simplicity of babes

in (.'hris^,' while 'A Worshipper' styles tiicm 'the exultant outbursts of new-born' souls._ If

jour people, generally, believe that shouting, leaping, lau-hing, w histling, and other religious

phvsical demoiistratfonH. are certain marks of a work of grace, 1 can only say, that they are

laboring under a de!u.^ion, and tha^ you and others are guilty of maintaining and propagating

this delusion. It is rash and presumptuous for any one to assert, in the dogmatic and confident

manner you do. tliat the • oxiahitioiH ' referred to' were so many evidences of the operation of

•the Divilie -Spirit on the hearts of tiiose who atlended \our late ineetin .. There were, we arc

told, ' stony gruinid' hearers, who had their liashcs of joy, bi't soon fell away, having no

root in themselves—there were those who xnid -Lord, Lord, but did not dn the will of God '

—

there were iiyiiocritcs, who ,;])pe,ired like whiled sepul '.ires, fair and beautiful vithout, but

within were full of rottenness and don.'\ men's bones; and tliere wer- those that followed

Jesus with loud hosannas and shouts of joy. who soon after imbrued iheir hands in his blood.

Ah vou have, no doubt, in the ''uurse of your life, attended a good many Camp-meeling.s, and

have seen at'lhem, ' religions physical demonstralions ' similar to those witnessed in Yokom'a

bush, yoii mutt have met with not a few cases of jtersons who on the canifi-ground were full

of religions fervor and enthusiasm, but who .soon after gave unmistakable evidence that they

^vere either self-deceived or arrant hypocrites. 1 have already given you the experience of

Wesley on this point, rrcquentlv at "his great meetings, persons were struck down, cried out,

leaped, clapj.ed their hands, &c ;' but, as I have nlready shewn troin his works, the great

majority ol Lhn,.,e who 'carried 011/ as it is called, in the most noisy and disorderly manner,

soon foil awax. His hrother, in writing to him on tliis subject, says,— "! make no ques-

tion, Satan, as" far as he gets \> )wcr, may exert himself on smdi occasions, partly to hinder

the worK in such as are touched with' convictions, and jiarlly to disparage the work of

God, AS IF IT -n-.N-KD TO LKAD I'l-OI'LH TO DISTIIACTION." Wesley himself, from hi.s

long'uxperience, saw most clearly, betbro he died, the dangers arising from religious_ enthu-

siasm. As he became better acquainted with his own heart, he feit less confidence in these

' outward exhibitions.' " I know." he says, when writing to the Bishop of London, " too much

of the devices of .Satan, and the desperate nickcdncxs and deccitjiilness of my oicn heart, not to be

sensible that I am a man of like jjassions with others, and consequently may sometimes have

mist '••en nature for t/race, and the lire of mv own temper for the pure and sacreii flame of holy

zeal, which cometh from (iod's altar." (ine might suppose th.it your o.vn experience and

observation, as well as the experience and observations of others, would make you mon

cautious in ascribing that to the operations of l! Hoi} Spirit, which may only be the effect

of a heated imagination or a spirit of dclur/ion.

But I have verv wcightv reasons for doubting the genuineness of much of that work

which vou and vourbretluen are in the habit of iittributing to the Spirit of God. If any one

Ehonts or gets hai)py at your meetings—especially if he fall over— it is at once assumed that

be has been converted. I have known cases, where persons in 'getting religion,' as it is

called, '.anced in the fulness of their jov. while shouts of '(ilory to God!' were rising all

around them, lose their jov a'ld their reiigioii before they had scurcely got to their homes.

Christ says, '• Uv TllElU FKUITS ;/c fi/iall k/ww them." '• No,' says the Rev. J. Draper, of the

M. E Cluirch, "ve shall know them by their 'religious physical demonstrations;' if they

shout, and lenis liud dance, and l.iuoh. and say they have 'got religion,' these arc snflicient

. evidences of a work of grace : and the ' Siiectator' that doubts or d/sparages tins evidence is

I a blasphemer, an oppos'er of the work of God, and is to be excommunicated from the society

of all good luen I"

It is onlv ignorance. Mr. D.. of the Word of God, the wiles of the Devil, and the despcrato

! inrickcduess and deceiifulness of the human heart, that coul I lead any man to affirm, with the

confidence vou do, that the noisv demonstrations of joy, witnessed at you,r late meeting, were

the 'exultant outbursts of new-born babes.' One of the characteristics of a soiil that hftS

been trulv converted, is a holy fear of I'cing deceived. Being enlightened by the Spirit to see

the awful depths of wickedness in the heart, its constant prayer is, ' Search rne, O (lod, and

try mc if there be any wicked wav in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.' This holy

fear keep."! the soul from being dashed against the rocks of itresumption, and leads it to walk

'•ircum«pectlv, cautiously fearing lest a snare may bo laid for its feet. On the other hand,

where the work i« simri'on*—and the devil and the human heart together, can co'uiterffit r

I


