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It IS important, my brethren, that we (hould un-

derftand the charader of the w?r in which this nation

is now engaged ; and from the obfervations I have

made, you need not be at a lofs to determine this

point. The charader of the ivar is offenfive, tt was not

nece/fary ; hence it is unju/i. The war is declared on

our part, and is carried on by offenfive ads upon the

property and perfons of individuals. Great Britain

indeed was fir/i in the tranfgreffion. She has trefpal-

fed upon our rights, and committed depredations upon

our property, when going to and returning from the

ports of her enemy. But can this juftify a fyftem ot

indifcriminate plunder agaiiift all her fubjeds •

Some of the Indian tribes charge th^ United States

with unjuftly taking from them their lands, and thus

diminifhing the fource of their fubfiftence. And how

d-y *hcy feek redrefs ? They fally down upon our

thinly fettled frontiers, and avenge themfelves upon a

few innocent families, by plunder and murder. Ad-

mitting their complaints are reafonable, who will jul-

tify them in fuch meafures for redrefs ? Who does not

view fuch deeds with indignation and horror ? But

mark the fimilarity between our conduft and theirs,

Great-Britain has taken our property, and excluded

our velTels from the ports of her enemy ;
and how do

we feck redrefs ? Our privateers fally out from our

ports, and feize upon the few Britifli n.erchantmen

that a're on our coalt, who are no more chargeable with

the ads of the government, than the crimes of the

pope. While failing on the feas, the common highv^a/

of nations, in purluit of a living for themfelves and

families, tiieir property is forcibly taken from theni ;

and if they attempt to defend it, their blood is fpilt.

Where is the difference between taking away the hfe

of an unoffending man on board his veffel upon the

feas, and deftroying the life of a peaceable citizen

in his dwelling on the land ? Our mode of obtaining

redrefs indeed is not marked with fuch inhumanity
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