
--»«*»

10

they were to he "able men, sutli p.s fear (>oil, men of truth,

hatni;; covctoii>noss."
r •,

l''oi iiticr all, our Hibles are the true sUindara of civil

Govi'rnmiMit, and afconli:';^ to its rules <.uj;ht we to select our

renrenentiitives.
_ _

Hut 1 shall he told that this is enteinif,' into jioiiucs and

that religion is not i.ulitical. Now, to this 1 answer, that the

word " I'olitieal" hasa had sense, and lelifrion is nothmj;

thai is had. But there is albo a (^rood s.'iise of ihe word, and

whoever say- that relijiion is not political, speaks i'/serro-

iieoiisly, aiul olVeiids with his toiij^ue as cerfiiidy, as it in fct.

Paul's time he had said it mattered not whether he was a

Christian or a heatlieii.
. .

For wliat the (pi^stion of t'h:i»cian or no Christian was

in the Apostle's day, such are what wo call questions of poli-

tics now. It is as: right to take one side, and as wrong to

ti'ke the other, injthe social matters which come daily hetore

us as it was rig'it to become a Christian in St. Paul's ury,

or wrong to remain au idolaU'i.

Hc.Kx, ill all social duties there is a right and wrong,

iuivi it is not 11 matlorof indiHereiieo what side we take. In

truth i'f)tliini.' < an be iiullircreul in a Christian man's hie.

There is no'part of that life without its'liities, and to tr;lie

with any one of ll'.ein is to Irille with eternity

We daily hear indeed of political rights aiid privileges,

ami we are told that we may do with thein as we please.—

Our neighbour says, I have a right to do this or that, to

"ive iiiv vote to tills person or that person, to forward this or

That measure. Now, doubtless he has such a right, because

lie has the righ.l of freewill ; he is from birth-right a iree

a<'eiit, and hastlm power of doitig right or wrong, ol saving

liiiiiseif or mining hiinseif. But it w iil be a jwor consola-

tion to hini in the next world, to know that his rum was all

his own fault.

Men do not lose their souls by one act, but by a course

of acts ; and the careless, ori)arly and selfish exercise ol po-

litical rights this way or that way at our ])leasuie, is

among the aels bv which Ave h/n'eil our salvnlion. All men'

have tlie power of doing wrong if they will, yet then; is but

one ri'dit way, while th-re are a hundred wrong ways.—

Thev may do" as tiiey plei'sc, but the first who exercised

rhat'ri<dit was Satan, when he fell ; and any man who does

this or'^that merely becc'use he wills it, is so lar lollowing

his exain|)le.
.

Hence I maintain, without fear of any rational contra-

diction, that the individuals comprising the Legislatures ol

Christian i.ations ought to be n^en of Christian in-iiieiples,

and shoula not only conduct themselves by the Word ()1

God, but see to the support of Hs regular worslup, and

teaohing, as the New Testar.ieiit so clearly o.'dauis, " Preach

the Gospel to e^ery creature."

VOLU>iTARY SYSTKM.

and building a

crease of the Church, allowing no other contingency, of

which however there must be many, it would scarcely

allow twenty-live pounds ])er annum to each Parish or Mis-

sion, toward's supporting a Clergyman,

Church, a Parsonage and School-house.

Not di'spisiiig this pittance, small as it is, and scarcely

woithv of being taken into account, what is to be done .=•—

And liere it may be :uked by the worldly and lukewarm,

why keep it and make it the bone of contention? \Ve an-

swer, because it is sacred properly, devoted for sixty years

to religious objects, and we have ko power toreliiuiuisli it
;

because, small as it is, it may stib serve as a nucleus as it

has already done, and encourage to regular exertions
;
and,

above all, because il is our duty to resist evil.

But with.,r without its aid, there is nothing ol moment

left for us but the Voluntary Pr'iieiple ; and although it has

never succeeded in any place or (o.mtry, in bringing the

Gospel to every creature, as the National Establishineni o

Christian kingdoms and countries have ertected, it is all

that is left for'us to work upon.

Now, I am :iot here to advocate tiie voluntary pysfem

in itself; for I consider it exposed to the gravest obieclions;

and I believe it to be as much the duty of every Christian

Governmeiu to provide for the religious instruction oi its

p(-ople, as il is for the lather of t<. family to train up his

children in the ways of Gospel truth and holiness.

But the necessity is upon us : there is now no alterna-

tive ; and, becau.se it is a necessity, I am couvinced that

God will bless it, and from this I take comlort and

But whatever may be the result of our proceedings in

regard to the small pr()p<;rty which still remains to the

Church, whethi'r it shall Ix' retained or lost, the time is

mere than arrived when we must look the problem ot sup-

porting religion ihroughoul this Diocese in the face, and no

loiiger"^shrink iroiu grappling with its solution. Nor will

this"ditlicully be much lessened, should we be able to se-

cure the poriion of the Clergy H-servcs still remaining.

lleasoning from the pasi manag.iiicnt, and what may

be anticipated es to the future, it will scarcely yield at any

time u maximum revenue of f20,01)0 per annum. Now
t.iking the increase of the Clergy to be merely equal during

the next fifty years, to what it has proved during the past

fifty, we iiie.y in a. d. 1000 have two thousand oi more

Clergymen in Upper Can.ida.
,

i

liut 1ak..igniilv half of these, or one thousand, the in-.

encouragement.
. .

It is as all must confess, of higli antiquity. It began

to be acted upon in the days of the Apostles ; and, according

to the ;-.eal and exertions of die Clergy, has produced very

dith-rei.t results. In some regions they nave hccn very

favourable , and although nowhere I'cpial to a regular ])ro-

vision under the legal authority of the state, they were,

nevertheless, of infinite i'liportanee in preserving and ex-

lending the Church, her oiUinanccs, and teaching among

the iieople. •
i . i

N')t that any Gov'>rnment has ever, from what might be

called its own resources, supported the Christian religion.

Such supi)ort has bee.i gradually received from the munifi-

cence of individuals from age to age. Nor are we to think

so poorly of the Christian spirit, as to believe that such

individuals are extinct, or that there is a less dispos.lion to

</ive (4od his portion now, tlian during the mlancy ol the

Church, when they had all things in common.

Henceforth we must rely more, ULider God, for the sus-

tenance of his Church upon the generous eiforts of her

children, acting from their ov^n freewill, and influenced by

that variety of considerations which are comprehended under

the desire to do good.
, , r ,. ,

To this i)riiieiple must we in future look for the support

ofreligiousworshio and the spread of the Gospel through

this Dmeese. We must look upon the uilrestramed aflection

of our people, and especially of those who love the Saviour,

to preserve in lie. holy efficiency his body the Cliurch.

If the timid and weak of laitli tremble for the result, it

is because they know not what the true friends ot Christ are

abh; to acconii)lish when their whole energies of body and

mind are directed, sustained and devoted to his glory, by

the special grace of the Holy Spirit.

Tim- would not permit, nor is this the most convenient

place, for entering into minute details of what may be con-

sidered the statistical view of this important subject
;
and

vet I <lare not hesitate to submit for your thoughtlul retiectun

some of the more obvious -.lifficullies which seem nniyersally

to imned.e th.e working of the voluntary system, and which

have up to this day solar prevailed as never to have afioraed


