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SELKCTIONS FKOM "IN MEMOIUAM."

'rtMiiiyMini*B fn MfmoriaiH consiHts of a Heri(!8 (if iiiort' or lean connected

lyrical piH-ms of the hjhiio stiinza-form, but of varying lengths. The

occasion of the series vfivH the death of his most intimate friend Hallam, in

September, 1833. Some of the lyriea date back to this year, and during

the next seventeen years (/» Mnnorlani was publisheil in IS'iO) adilitinnal

sectioiiB were written. "Tiio sectiona were written," says Tennyson

himself, "at many different jilaces and as the pltasua of our intercourse

came to my memory and Buggusted them. I did not writo tliem with

any view of weaving them into a whole, or for puldication, until I found

that I had written fio many." Again ho is ijuoted as saying :
—" It is

rather the cry of the whole human race th;in mine In the poem

alt4)getlier private grief swells out into the thought of, and hope of the

whole world." In Memoria/fi iu its tiual form contains one hundred

and thirty-one suctions, besides a pndogue and an epilogue, and tht'se

sections cover a great variety of topics, some af them very remote from

the initial subject. Arthur Henry Hallam, wIkisc death is the occasion

of the whole poem, was born February lafc, iSll ; hence he was about

eighLeeu months younger than Tennyson. Their friendship began at

Trinity College, Cambridge, about 1829. Hallam impressed his con-

temporaries as a man of extraordinary ability and promise. His death,

which was absolutely unexpected, ttw)k place in Venice while on a trip

to the continent in company with his father, the distinguished historian.

I

XXVII.

The earlier part of In Memoriam gives expression to the profouudity

of the poet's sorrow, and his feeling that his life had been permanently

darkened by his loss. Yet, as a sort of conclusion to the whole matter,

he states in this section, that it is better to pay this price for his friend-

ship than to escape thi.s great sorrow through never having known and

loved his friend.

2. rag^e. Not in the narrow sense of 'anger,' but in the broader

sense of intense feeling ; cf. Uray's Eleijt/ :

(Jhill Penury repreas'd their noble rage

And froze the genial current of the sout.

12. waut-beg^otten rest. Contentment that arises from the lack of

something.

The poet has been discussing in the p(H'm the problema of immortality,

and accepts tiu' vit-w that npim ileatli the smd immi'^tliately enters a


