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Aiiljesty iM)ii>;('iit,s to /cniie to tlie siiltjccts di' tli(! Most Cliiistiau

Kinij file Hh'i'tii (if tisliiiio; in the (iulf of St. Liiwronce, on roiidi'

iion that the siihjccts of France only exercise the same iit the dii^-

tanre of' tht'ce leinjucit tv»»^ oil the, nhoirx ln'foiii/ii/;/ to Gnat Jiri-

titiii, wlicther those of the continent or tiiose of the islands in tim

said (J;df of St. liawrc-nce.' The (hdf is hounded on the north

by l/ilirador. The tliird article of the treaty of iSf)? states that
" French sMl)jects shall have tln^ riifht, concin-rently with Uritish

HidijcM'ts. to tish on the coast of liabrador," " and of Noi'th Helle-

isie, too;othei' with tlie liberty to dry and euro fish on any part of

tin; <oiist of Melleish*,"

Thus it is clciir that the Enj>;lish Minister could not have been
ii!;norant of the tact that the French had no right to fish on that

coast. He had also the rei»orts of the colonial authorities. Go-
vernor Darling, in .July, IH.'id, strongly protesti^d against the

nnnonred pretensions of the French, or any such concessions as

those made, as pri'posterous: and the 14th November the Minis-

try renewed their soI(>nm protest against eonclnding anv arrange-

ment with France without first submitting the particulars to the

local legislature, which protest was strongly 8U]»ported by the

<iovernor.

In examining th<> history of these fisheries, we find that both
in a commercial and national jioint of view they have long been
considered )f very great impoi'taiice. Their value conunercially

may be estimated from the follawing facts. In 1517 the first

English ship visited the coast of TS't'wt'onndland. and found the

French, Spanish, and Port>iguese engaged in the tiaflic. In 1(515

Fngland had 200 ships there, while the French, Hiscayans, juul

I'ortugneso had 400. Many of tlu'se ships cari-ied 20 guns, 18
bojits, anil from 00 to 100 nien. In the early ])art of last century
the iidiabitants of N\'w England had about 1,200 tons of shi])plng

omnloved in the whale tisherv; and with their vessels encased in

the cod fishery they caught upwards of 23.000 quuitals of fi.sh,

valued ji( 12,«<. poi' quintal. Avhich they exported to Spain .and the
Mediterranean, and remitted the proceeds in payment for English
ni;uuit'u'tni"es. In 1745 the annual value of the Noi-th American
fisheries was sta*^ed to be 082,000^. In 1787 the number of Bri-

tish vessels engaged was 402, employing 10,850 men, while, be-
sides large <|uantities of fish, there were nearly 2,400 ions of oil

exported. In 1814 the exports of tish and oil amounted to nearly
3,000,000^.

The advantage to this counti-y nationally may be summed up
in the words of De Witt: "That the English navy became form-
idable by the discovery of the inexpressibly rich fishing ground
of Newfoundland."

Is it possible that the English Minister could be Ignorant of
these advantages? If so, suih'1\ the eagerness of the French to


