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An unskilful defender or eulogist often does

more injury than an open opponent, and I am
under the impression that Earl Grey will not thank

you very much for your defence of what is indefen-

sible, or for your assertion that my *^ letters and

speeches were not read."

Were I disposed to attribute to the great con-

tractors whom you have named, the acrimony that

runs through your pamphlet, or to revive the bitter-

ness of past controversy, I apprehend that they

would thank you just a3 little. With those gentle-

men I have never had any personal quarrel, and do

not intend to have any now. They have withdrawn

from all interference with the Railway policy of

Nova Scotia, and however attained. Nova Scotia

respects too much the position which they have

acquired in British America, to desire unnecessarily

to interfere with them. By a few very simple

contrasts I could show how deeply those gentlemen

" were interested," and what strong temptations

they had to " interfere." That they did so, from

the time that they sent an agent to Toronto in

the spring of 1851, down to the final signing of

their contracts with you in 1858, every man in

British America believes. We may charitably

hope that you, in making those arrangements,

thought only of the interests of the Province, but

that the contractors looked after their own interests,

and played their game with great energy and adroit-

ness, even you will scarcely deny. There is hardly


