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Water near it : Elated jNith the Succefs of the 2 3J,

and fond of the Magnanimc, he faid at firfl, before

Captain Mordaunly he would carry her in, and deftroy

the Fort. As the Deponent had attentively confidcr-

ed the Shore, and was fenfible, that the Magmmme,
which drew more Water than fome of our three-

decked Ships, could not be brought near enough to

batter the Fort, he gave the Pilot's Gafconade Time
to fubfide i and then asked him, if he couid carry a

Sixty Gun Ship inagainft it: He anfwered, her Me-
tal was not weighty enough, as there were Twenty-
four Pounders in the Fort. He then propofed to him
to lighten the Barfleur two Feet (this fecond Conver-

fation was upon the Quarter Deck, by the Intervention

of a Man well verfed in fuch French^ as thofe Kind of
People fpeakj The Pilot fcemed fome time fatisfied

with this, and in Confequence the Deponent prepared

an Order to Vice Admiral KnowUs^ to lighten the^^r-

fiewTt and in the mean Time gave him a verbal Or-
der ; who immediately went away to give the necefla-

ry Diredions, and to enquire into the Pradticability of
the Attempt. — The Pilot now recolleded himfelf,

and declared, that, even thus lightened, the Barfleur

could not be brought near enough ; that when flie

could come neareft at the Top of High Water, on th«

Ebb, fhe muft fink in the Mud fix Feet or more,
from which he could not ahfwer whether fhe would
rife. Upon Tryal afterwards, the Pilot could not car-

ry a Bomb Ketch within Random Shot of the Fort,
as Mr. Knowles informed him ; m whom, as being the

fecond Sea Officer in Command, he apprehends, he
might fafely confide for that Information. — The
Deponent declares, he fhould as readily have ordered
an Attack upon Fouras, as he had done upon Aixy had
it^^ pradticable by Shipping -, though it was his

Opinion, then, and ftill is, thatan Attack on either had
no Connedion with the principal Objed in his Ma-
jefty's fecret Inftruftions, unlefs the Guns from either

of thofe Fortifications could have prevented the Boats
fr(?i»-knding. — ( Ihere they certainly could, but not
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