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THE progrefs offcienGc has been but little pro-

moted by royal countenance j the defufion of

knowledge has been generally obnoxious to

the views of power j if the reformation in England

found a fupporter in the defpot that ruled, it muft be

attributed to its furthering his political defigns, not

to his cordial love of truths and readinefs to encou-

rage free enquiries concerning itj and whenever

kings become profefledly patrons of the arts, thofe

that have a tendency to foften and debilitate a ftat«

are more likely to be encouraged, becaufe moft con-,

genial to the luxury of an effeminate court, than fuch

asfervcin an important manner the interefts of hu-

manity.
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The voyages that have been Undertaken by the or-

der of his prefent majeily, to explore the South-Sea

afid Polar Regions> are a ftriking exception to tho
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