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nfegroes, at their instigation."* The fact that thcift at-
trocitie* were committed, the commander of the Brit-

ish fleet, admiral Warren, and the commander of the
British troops, sir Sidney Beckwith, admitted without
he9itation,t but they resorted, ds on other occasions,
to the unavailing pretext of a j iistifiable retaliation. It

"was said, by the British general, " that the excesses at

Hampton were, occasioned by an occurrence, at the re-

cent attempt upon Craiaiy Island, when the British

troops in a barge, sunk by the American guns, clung to

the wreck of the boat ; but several Americans waded
off from the Island, fired upon and shot these men.**

The tritth of the assertion was denied ; the net, if it

had been perpetrated by the American troops, was
promptly disavowed by their commander ; and a board
of of&cers appointed to investigate the facts, after stat-

ing the evidence, repoi'ted " an unbiased opinion, that

•the charge against the American troops vrixs unsup-
ported ; and that the chai^cter of the American sol-

diery for humanity and magnanimity, had not been com-
mitted, but on the contrary conf\rmed."4^ The result

of the enquiry was communicated to the British gen-
eral; repuration was dencvanded ; but it was soon per-
ceive hat whatever might personally be the liberal

disposu.w^na of that officer, no adequate reparation could

*See the letters f'om gcneralTaylor to admiral War-
ren, dated the 29i-hof Jane, I8I0, to gen. sir Sidney Beck-
with, dated the 4trt and 5th of July, 1813 ; to the secre-

tary of war, dated the 2J of July, 1813; and to captain

Myers, of the last dnte.

See, alao,the letter from mr?jor rrutG>>iield to'govern-

or Barbour, dated the 20th of June, ^BX:\ ; the letters from
tapt. Cooper to Hen'.enaut governcr Mnllory, dated in

July, 1813 ; the report of Messrs. Griffii an 1 Lively, to

rnaj )r Crutchfield, dated the 4th of July, 1813 ^ and coK
Varker'a pablieatlon in the Enquirer.

fSee admiral Warren's letter to gen. Taylor, dated the
2ii:n of June, 1813 ; sir Sidney Bsckwith's Vetter to gen.
Tay4or, dated the same day ; and the report of oaptahi

^eyrs to gen. Taylor, of July, 2d 1313.

^:See the rep >rt ©f the proceedings of the board of offi-

cers, appointed by the general order, of the 1st of July,

XS13.
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