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^g The Golden Nohthwest.

beauties of nature ntill more eujoyable. No^vll.a•e in the Went is thei.

more beautiful villa,n>. It possesses Imndsome business and public l.ui:^^^

inss a number of ebureb edifices graceful in ar. iitecture, private iv

denees constructed ^vitb excellent taste and generally surrounded by am,
^^^.^

arounds neatly laid out. The streets are arbored with beautiful rees, ir,.g^^

nothing indeed is wanting to impress the visitor with tlie duiet and ele,.u^j^^

of the surroundings. The scenery in the vicinity of Sparta is alrea.ly
, j

-

ebrated. From the town may be seen Castle Rock, five miles di,sta;^j^^

ioo-.ino- up over seven hundred feet above the level of the river, and .v^^^
^

playing its grand prop(n-tions to the eye as it lifts its head tar above t^^^^^

numbt^rless large bluffs that encompass the valley. The summit ot ti^^^,
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rock affords a view of the country for many miles around. The hills 'igi

Minnesota, far away across the Mississippi, are planily visible, and ^ay

every direction a vista of surpassing loveU*'ess opens to the spectiitiY

hills and valleys covered with verdure, and intersected by hundreds ^

sparkling running streams and brooklets, where the anglers delight

tarry and the royal speckled trout make their home by thousands. Pic; y

resque drives extend and cross in every direction ; romantic sites 'r.

camp grounds, often in the summer dotted with the snowy tents of tt)uri-

who like to take their holiday an naUird, alKMiid everywhere, and the v

and fly o( the expert angler whip and whisk along the banks of rivulet ii'|j ^

cascade. Two years ago over twenty tons of speckled trout were captiu-j^^

jn these waters.


