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.lumiary 20tli :

'" This is my birlli<l;iy, but

1 lirtvc forjroltt'ii how olil 1 am." Mr.

Wyctli wais oil thi.s day lliirty-tlireo years

olii. I'eljniary ;{il: " At lliis oaiii)) llieri

is a hut sprinir. toi) liol to boar tbe liaiiil

ill. and sniokiiiy: lil<t' iv coal-))!!, i'M°;

took a pood i)atli by jfoing' down stream

until I found a suitable temperaluie.
"

By February 10. IS.S.n, Mr. Wyelli was

ayain on tbe ("olumliia. eii viiiitc. "in a

very leaky eaiioe. wliicli kepi us bailing

all the time." for Foi't Vancouver, where

':e arriv<'d two days later. This tour of

exploration oecupied nearly three months,

in the dead of winter, and in the more
elevated and coldest jiart of Orejron. I

oaiiuot. in the limits of a majraziae arti-

cle, L'ive the details as I have them in the

daily record of his wanderiiifrs. EiK)U{jh

IS triven to show that this man i)osse.ssed

untiring' enerpy. guided by sujierior intel-

liireuce and tact. He realized that in

order to induce immijrralion the C' lutry

must be fully explored and descrilA d. and
this was his great aim in life. t(» succeed

ill the colonization of Oregon.

J5y February 27tli he was again on the

Wallamet, and established a post at Waj)-

jiatoo Island, near the mouth of this

river, lie immediately jiut his force to

work, pelting out a cargo of lioop-

priles and lumber for the Sandwich Isl-

ands, and making a large canoe to

"lighter" over the shallows into deep

water near the mouth of the Wallamette.

"The whole tree was two hundred and
forty-two feel long, and this by no means
the largest tree on \Va|>paloo Island."

This islaiul is near Porilaiid. This "ca-

noe was sixty feet long, dee]) enough to

chamber twenty- live barrels, clear of

knots, shakes, and almost of sap."

The diary of Mr. Nathaniel J. SVyeth
ends with this dat<\ If any further rec-

ord of his labors was kept it is lost. From
a study of his character I think it is more
than likely that the .iournal was con-

tinued, for he not only was industrious

and exact in keeping his diary uji to this

)(eriod. but even kejit cojiies of his corre-

spiuidence. which cojiies. covering this in-

teresliiig chapter of his career, are now in

ni.\ ])ossession. From these letters I

gather that he established a settlement,

which he hoped would be jiermanent, on
Wajipatoo Island, about four miles from
till' mouth of the AVallametle.

From Fort William, in the winter of

1831. the brig Ltd, loaded with luiiil)ei'.

coopers' material, etc., liad sailed for the

Sandwich Islands, returning on April 3,

]s;j,5. He had. in addition to building

Fort Hall on Lewis River (now in Idaho),

built Fort William on the Columbia,
about forty miles above its mouth, opened
a large farm fifty miles up the Walla-
mette, and made an eslablislimenl on
Wap])atoo Island. About this time he
was ])rostrated by an illness, brought on
by overwork and reckless exjiosure, which
long threatened to terminate liis careei-.

Ill the mean time his men became dis-

couraged and demoralized in the absence

of their leader, upon whom their hopes

rested. The Indians, fearing that they

were about to be supplanted by the settle-

ment of theirlauds by enterprising whiles,

t'lok advantage of the demoralization;

and, as Barrows, in his History of Ore-

ijoii. suggests, it is (irobable tliat the Hud-
son Bay Comiiaiiy, .seeing in Mr. Wyeth's
jiersistent energy and i)luck a formidable

comiielil(U' for the trade and jiossession

of this country, were silent abettors of

tlie jierseculion and ultimate destruction

of this expedition. Governor Pelly, of

this conijiauy, writes in 1838, "We liave

conijielled the American adventurers to

withdraw from the contest."'

This was doubtless their jiolicy, for they

av(jwedly built Fort Boi.se, near Fort
Hall, for the purpose of killing oil' the

trade and intluence this establishment

rapidly acquired. Mr. Wyeth, liowever,

always acknowledged the jiersonal cour-

tesies and kindnesses he received from the

ollieers of this conii)any, and did this jiub-

licly in one of the Boston newspaiiers

after his return. After a terrible strug-

gle, well deserving a better fate, and more
than this, deserving a recognition of his

services for Oregon, which his country-

men in that section of the country have
not yet accorded him, broken in health

and bankruiit in ])urse, and dcseiled by
those of his followers who survived, he
gave up the fight.

Here is liis last letter written from

Oregon

:

'•Cdi.iMniA RivEn, fiepl. •ii'l, lira's

" ItK.Mt Wli'i:.—1 liiivc^ lieeii very sick. Imt

have got wi'll,aiiil sliall lie on my wa,v tii tin'

iiioiihtaliis, to wiiitci' at Fort IIiill, In ii1)oiit six

(lays. I cxpecl to lie lioiiic nlioiit tlin lirst of

Novi'iiilicr, IHIitl. Mr. Nutliill islicri'. unci wi'll.

1 liiive sent yon ii liaU'-liarirl of siiliiioii, wliicli

I liojift will tie ill gooil onler. 1 cannot at-

tiiid to jiiiltiiig tliciii up niysulf, tlierol'ore


