
10

lookcil tiy llip rritirs of the Govi-rn-

uiRot, viz., Ilial, with tho pxtcnsiun
or si'ttliMiicnt ami ihi' rniiKt ruction of

I>i«iif'cr iiulu-;i.v8, the ilingcr of cx-

tcti.slvc losHCH of Nt.inilinn timbnr by
fin- \\!\s ^really iiKTiMsud. I.arjji-

rtnioiis lii'd in liiui's i>ast hi;en dev-
a.statcil by llicsi! vinitations. Tire
waM a tar niivitiT oausp of <lDntruc-

tioii tliun the luuihprman'a axp. Re-
|)catc(l confli^rations inorpover of-

tBn (lc.stroyi'<l tin; jMUver of tin- foicst

to ri'produci' itself. Wherever net-

t lenient wa.s a<tvan<-inK and the land
wa.s fit for aKrieuUuro, it was the
|)rudent and proiier course to real-

ize the value of the limber as quickly
as |>()ssible. Moreover, the stand-
injj timber was subject to natural
decay. To attempt to conserve the
forest by excludinjr the lumbermen
was simply to allow the maturing
cro|> to (50 to waste— to permit your
"capital" to stand idle, and deter-
iorate.

As the wave of civilization rolled

northward, a region was reached
which was not well adapted for ag-
ricultural puri>oses. Large areas
were sterile, rough and broken. The
land produced timber, and that be-
ing destroyed, it was not fitted to
pnxluce anything else of value.
Plainly an entirely diffc-ent policy
was demanded from that pursueil in
dealing with agricultural lands. Sci-
entific research had demonstrated
the necessity of keeping a certain
proportion of the land permanently
in timber in order to promote equa-
ble rainfiill and to thus preserve
clim.it ic conditions favourable to

agriculture. Great advances had
been made of late years in the science
of forestry as applicable to the eco-
noiiiic cnndiiions provailinsr on this

continent. But it took some time
to pojiularize the idea. Those who
had been accustomed to regard the

forest ns m enemy to be overcome
supply as

.in end,

need of tor-

and the tinit)er

practically without

were slow to realize lb'

est preserv.ition. Th • fact that tho

region immediately to the north of

t b<> .settled ar«'a was not only com-
paratively infertile, but was also the

source of many streams and rivers
pointed to the desirability of main-
taining large portions of it as

Permament Forest Reserves.

The lands being wilheld from .set-

tlement and prolecleil against fire,

will furnish a source from which a

supply of tim))cr can be steadily

<lrawn under conditions which will

allow of the crop being reproduced.

On this question the Government has

not lieen merely abreast of [lublic

opinion— they had been a long dis-

tance in advance of it. Th-y might
fairly I* said to have created it. For
eighteen years they ha<l been edu-

cating the public on the subject. The
.ipproprialions necessary to main-

tain the Bureau of Forestry had tieen

opposed by the very men, including

Mr. Whitney, the leader of Oppo-

sition, who had protested against

timi.er sales as wasteful and des-

tructive. Their idea of "preserv-

ing the capital" of the Province was
simply to shut out the lumbermen
and leave the trees to mature and
decay—or more probably, go up in

smoke, and sink itown in ashes.

As a result of investigations of the

Forestry Bureau, acting in co-oi>er-

ation with practical lumbermen, for-

est reserves had been established. It

was altogether a new departure.

The Government had not proceeded

rashly or hastily. They had advanc-

ed step by step, with due regard to

all interests concerned, whether of

the public, the settler, or the lum-
berman. They had begun in 1893 by

•setting aside Algonquin Park, com-


