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Msh saflor and miner, named Helgh,
wiho holds some very declded opinions
on lhow to go to Dawson nad what
to -take thero—thers is very little dif-
Terence ol opinion ay to whiat one s
oxpected to bring back, Regording
tho routo choen. Mr. Helgl sald in
an interview: “We Inteud to go by
the CP.R. to Regina, from there we
will go to Printe. Albert, instead of
the usual Edmonton route, I ven-
ture to way. that we will be the
Dloneers of this route, for a¥ far as
{ know jubt now we will be the-{irst
to attempt to make the journey to
thoe E;old fields by this way. Travel-
ling in out-of-the-way ploces has been
‘my hobby for years, and I have made
soveral long voyapes In northern seas,
both of Europe nud ‘Atmerica. For
many reasons we decided upon this
route some mon'ths ajgo, and since then
have beau trying to obtuin informa-
tion about 1t, ubt ot prosent it does
not seelm to be In much favor. One
-of the reasons, in ‘my opinion, that the
Prince Albert route hak not been ad-
vocated by ‘the tranbportation com-
panles 15 that Irodm here it ls only
about two-thivds of the total journey
to.the. cont. It I8 in the.interests of
the companies to carry you.as far as
poesible. Afany will think with ne
when I oy tha't this route offers ad-
vantages over the overland .route by

way-of Edmonton. In the first place:

you have no hills' to- pack all your
goods over, aB.-those -between Jdmon-
ton and Fort McMurray. Wo need
to do but.Mttle caxrying, as our goods
will be taken on_sledges, and. by fol-
lowing the ‘trend of the- lakes and
rivers we will pet a comparatively
level road, PBesides my own  re-
soarclies, T have la'tely received o let-
ter from an bld friend of miné in the
Northweat, He has been in the ser-
vices of the Hudson Bay cdmpany. for
‘years, but is now too old for hard
work, He retommends this route to
‘me, and gives it'from personal expert-
ence .. be the bafest and
best  all  round way  knownm.

“I will glve you the route as le
advises, it. He says: ‘I am: not only
of the-opinion that this is the best
routz, but my opinion:is backed up by
‘many others who lave spent long
sorvios in ‘the eoyutry aiid have per-
sonal Fhowledge ‘of the route. It is
nearly -an all-water route, and al-
most direct. After roaching Prince
Albert- you travel by way of Green
Lake .and Igle le Crosse to Fort Md-
Murray, and thenrce down: the Atha~
bakea river to Great Slave lake and
the Mackenzie river to Fort Simpson.
From theré you proceod up the Laird
river to tlb “Pelly. This. is an all-
Canadien route, and I b=lleve in time
will ‘be the favorite one both going
and coming.’ .

“When: we reach Prince Albers
we will complete our outfit, and there
hire packers and guides. Indlan pack-
ors can, T am told, ©> hind here at
reasonable prices and of o much bet-

ter class than those at tho coast. We

are not golug to takeo any animals
with ug; but are taking boats tu §co-
tions to bo .put together there and
placed on runners: We intend to
travel up-thoice of the lakes and riv-
ers untdl §% beglns to break up when
our Nelp will' return and we will take
1o our boats. If lueky I think we can
roaoh Fort.Simpaon before: this occurs
but oven- should we be caught, can
mako thoe journey about tiwo weeks
quicker thom the const partjes, for
avo will get soft weather much goon-
er in, the river baslus-than they will

on tho moudtein rapses. This Wiy
4pPpears Lo mo’from- g study of  the

t
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map to bo nearly four hundred miles
shortor than any other routd, and
we hnve besides upwards of hall o
dozen Hudson Bay trading posts
oalong the wpy. '

“Now that foogd s b0 scarce in tho
Yukon district, it eooms to me  that
wero-the company to rush gupplies up
to the last post—Fobt Slmpson—they
could very .casily drive from the fleld
of competition tlse American and oth-
ey companies whp are attempting to
Jand food supplies at Dawson, City by
means of the trails over the mou-
tains. They have the posts there and
men already trained. Al they would
need to do would: be to purchiase sup-
piles, lnecrcase the messengers and
forward the goods. As you can see by
the map, Fort Simpson is within
touching distance of the one navigable
river of tht Yukoun district.”

Mr. Helgh also explained the essen-
tial differences fu his outf{it as com-
pared to -other partles: “We will
take about the usual amount-—be-
tween one and one and a half tons.
We have tut 1t pretty line, and I think
that should a housewile 1dok in upon
our culinary arrangdments.she would
feel quite envious of our cooking de-
vices. My experlence as a steward
with sofne of that knack of “stowing
away” which {5 httributed to a satlor
has mmade me pretty handy in the pro-
vision lne, and I think I have .just
about a perfect list. I have calculat-
ed that ‘the year® provivions for oue
‘man would be as follows: Provis-
fons—Flour, 500 Ybs.; peas, 75 lbs;
beans, 75 1bs,; folled cate, 50 1bs.; tapi-
oca, 10; lintels, 15; evaporated pota-
toes, 25; evaporated apples, 25; evap-
orated peaches, 25; evaperated appri-
cots, 25; sugar, 60; maple sugar, 40;
butter, in tins, 25; coffee, 10; cocoa, 5;
ten, 10; milk, tondensel, two dozen;
pepper, 1 1b; salt 15; beef extract, G;
baking powder, 110; soap, 25; candles,
25; evap. vinegar, 1 qt; prunes, 23;
ralsing, 5; ginger, 1} mustard, 3; bacon,
150; tobacco, 15; lme julce, 6 quarts;
ship tabin biscuits, 50.

“In this ist there are many things
that some people would think super-
fiuous, but It has been added to give
us a change of -dlet, and no one can
appreciate  what this means mbre
than a sallor, Of tourse every ane has
his own ldeas about tvhat. he needs,
but In the line of what 1 consider
something new I have taken a small
hand force-pump with h length of
house atfachedd. The pumps welghs
only eight pounds. You can see what
gpood use tan be -made of It In case
the rain or the waves get Into the

. boat amuongst our provisions, It will

be useful for raising water or foul alr
from the pit and for washing the dirt.
‘We have laid in a splendid. supply of
clothing, Loots and other ware, hesices
tools and ammunition, not forgetting
a pack of cards.”

PRINCE ALBERT.

BuUSINESS, TNDUSTRIAT, AXD AGRICUL-
TURAYL, DEVELODPMENT

The towit of Prince Albert, like many
another in the great Northiwest, owed
s orizin to the fur trade, the primary
industrial factor of the country. In
tho days of tho French occupation of
Canada belore-the memorable. mght of
the J2th of September, 1759, ~when
‘Wolfe climbed the heiglits to the plains
of Abrabam, that ventursomo old
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French explorer La Verandrye had
been up tho valley of the great Baskats
chewan, anc as early ag 1748 he had
ostablished a. trading post where
Prince Albert now stapds.  After the
Britlsh occupatfon of Canada aud In
congequence of it, numerous British
trading companios, among them the
Northwest Fur Co., competed for the
ascendancy im these regions and in
1774, the Hudsouw’s Bay Co. flrst pub
in an appearance on the great Saskat-
chewan of the North, and until the
fleld was flually feft to them thero was
mauy an exciting Inecldent in  the
keon competition for the valuablae fur

traftic, not scldom attended with vio-
leuce. Voot T T R |

In course of time the supremacy of
the H. B. Co. was asserted, and the
uumerous traders and dventurers
disappeared. ‘Then ensueu for along
period an unbroken solitude but for
the exception of the presence of the
company’s nﬁcnts. The year 18066
marks an erp in the history of the
North Saskatchewan, for then o mis-
glonary from. the colony at Xildonan
on the Red River, Mr. Nesbltt, came to
work amoug the Indians and haif-
breeds settled about the post on the
bauks of the Saskatohewan. With
him, or afterwards,at’racted lnitial-
1y by family tles, car s a pumber of
sturdy Kildonan settiers, who were
algo attracted by the fertility of the
soil in the valley of the great river.
These formed the nucleus of the ex-
tensive and successful agricultural
gettlement surrounding the town to-
day. The ploneer missionary, Nesbitt,
gave the name Prince Albert to the
settlement, and it gradually eame to
be adopted by all until it was scon
the accepted and only name.

The next era In the history of de-
velopment worthy ol speciat mention
was the years 1878-0 when railway
development was attracting atten-
tion to the great flelds of the Canadi-
an Northwest. Then .the projected
Yine of the great transcontinental
rallway was designed to follow the

fertile Saskatchewan valley, and
continue west  to the mount-
ping at Yellowhoad Pass.
Prince Albert was a prominent

objective point fn all railway propo-
sitions, and therefor2 became o centre

- of attraction for further settlcment.

Naturally tho keen eye of clever busi:
noss men caught the situation first,
and o large number located here.
Later on, after the new; community
Lad-borne the disappointmont of the
location of the C. P. R. elsewhere,
thero was al immediate prespect that
the M. & N. W. Ry.. which then had
a -charter, would be extended to
Prince Albert at once. This had the
effect of stimulating further business
development and settlement liere, and.
all along the projected line of raliway.
Onco again were ‘the lopes of a rail-
way disippointed, and it was not un-
til October, 1890, that the two toots
of ‘tho locomotive wag heard for the

fleat timo on the banks of the great

Sgskatchewan of the north, on the
completion of the present branch from
Regina. ‘This had a further stimulat-
ing offect on the already thriving
town., and progress has beenm steady
and sure ever since, ¢

From whatever cause, or whothor by
merest chance.. Prince Albert has hagd
the pood fortuno to have, as a gen-
oral rule, tho best class of- business
mon locato hiere, With one or two ex-



