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niaterial change took place in the throe suc-
ceeding reigns, except a graduai assimilation
of Norman and Saxon, which would naturally
arise from being natives of the samne localities,
and frorn occasionli inter-marriages, and fromn
the habit of traditional reverence which grew
up, in tiîne, for the ancient liberties and insti-
tutions of the Saxon period. John, as suc-
cessor to these kings, came to the throne in
1199. Mean, treacherous and cowardlv to the
last degrec, bis roign was one continued strug-
gie betwcen hiînseif and bis subjeets ; on bis
part to deceive, oppress and tyrannize over
themn, and on their part to interpose a barrier
against bis abuse of power, and disregard of
law%. In 1213 he iras absolved from the excom-
munication under which he had laid, by
Archbishop Langton, and then made soiexn
oatb that hie w-ouid restore the iaws of Edward.
In the August of the sanie year, there was a
meeting of tho prelates and nobility of the
kingdom at St. Paui's, when the archbishop
informed tbem that ho hiad discovereti a char-
ter granted i)y ilenry I., under which they
could re-establislî their ancient liberties. Trhe
barons heard this with dclight, and bound
themselves, before the arclhbishop, by oath, to
contend for these liberties, even to death itself,
whoenerer opportunity presented. At a meet-
ing of the caris and barons held at St. Ed-
mundsbury, tire]vo nmonths afterîrards, tis
charter was produced, and they rencwved their
oath, at the highi altar, to mako war upon the
king, if ho refused to grant the liberties there-
in contained. They accordingiy demanded a
confirmation of that charter. CThe king asked
a rospite in which to decide, and aiso desirod
to be informed what the liberties were vw-hich
thcy required bimi to grant. Whereupon thcy
sont himn a sehedule consisting partly of what
w-ore found in Henry's charter, and partly of
the laîrs of EdNrard.

T1his traditional acenount of the incipient
stops towards obtaining tise great charter, wo
arc informed by Biackstone, comes from Mat-
thow Paris, but bias been adopted as truc by
modern histori.ins. (O, Black. Trut. vii..)

One thing- is truc, therc w-as a charter gran-
ted by Hienry 1. which eusbraced many of the
articles whichi afterîrards found a place in
Magna Charta, and the reveronco for the Iaws
Of Edward w-as an ever active principie in the
rninds of the English people, who associated
theso laîrs with a state of frcedom, in marked
contrast with tho foudai bondage in w-hich
they werc thon hold ; aitbough it is flot SO
easy to percoive why the barons should favor
opinions more or ioss directiy hostile to their
own pow-er, unless it Was a means of enlisting
the public favor upon their side, in the struggie
-which they werc carrying on with the crown.

Blaekstone, indecd, doubts the fact that this
Charter of Hlenry 1. had been thus forgotten,
and considers it more probable that its having
boen granted was rather a hint to the barons
to require a charter from John, than that ita*
furnished the materials for the charter which
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he did grant. But ail haistorians agreo in this,
and it is the oniy point I wish to establish
here, that the great charter of John was, for
the most part, conpiled from. the ancient eus-
toms of the reaim, or the laws of King Edward
the Confessor, by which they mean the old
common law, which was established under the
Saxons, and before the feudal iaw had been
introduced.-(2 Bi. Ar xii. ; C'o. Lit. 81 a.)
And 1 înay add, what is known to every one
familiar with the history of the common law,
there bas been in every st-qge of its progress
an clement of personal freedom, guaranteeing
personal rights, and the security of person and
prorerty, which no other code could ever pre-
tend to. The civil or Roman law ivas the
emanation of imperial power, the canon, the
dogmas of a self-constitutod hiearchiy; whiie
the common iaw partook of the chàracter of
the sturdy, self-reliant mon who sprung up in
England after th,, overthrow of the R-oman
power, and were nover wboliy subducd tili
thoir influence culminated in the Puritanism
of the Commonwealth, and the national eman-
cipation from the tyranny of the Stuart,; -t the
revol ution of '88. The charter of Jolin, then,
was not a deliberato and voluntary grant from
a king of libertios and privileges to a confid-
ing or even a suffering people. Nor, on the
other hand, was it an original statemnent or
deciaration of a body of wiso statesmen, pro-
found thinkers, or leirned and sagacinus law-
yers or politicians. What he yielded iras done
fromn foar, with a bad grace, a treachierous
spirit, and in a cowardiy manner; wli the
thingr that he granted was a singular mediey
of personal and selfish purposes of the. military
leaders who dictated it, and of riglits and pri-
viieges which the people, withi whom they had
littie sympathy, had long regarded as some-
thing worth making any sacrifice to regain.

When, how, and where this charter waS
obtia.inad, may be briefly stated, for in tliis,
history seems to be clear.

On the 2Oth Nov., 1214, the barons met at
St. Edmunsbury and formed a longue, swear-
ing upon the high altar to wage w-ar upon the
king, and withdraw themnselves from bis fealty,
tilI hie should confirm by charter, under seai,
the several liberties which thoy demanded.
They accordingiy came to London and mnade
this demand. John at last agreed to answer
by Easter. le immediateiy iront to w-ork te'
enlist the church on his side, and both parties,
appeaied to the Pope. John mureover took
him upon the cross, and vowed to undertake
an expedition against the infidels in the Ho1Y
Land. But ho accomplished little by thig
hoiiow-hearted appeai to the superstition Of
bis subjocts, inasmuch as Archbisbop Langtofl
was at the head of the confoderacy against hira.-

The Pope favored the king's appeal to hiID,
and wrote a letter to the barons and bish'OPBP
disapproving of any attempt to extori favOrr5

by force from the king; but, fortunateiy, thiS
letter did not reach England tilI after the tiri3e
at which John was to make bis answor to the
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