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DRESS.

Cecilia was the only daughter of weallhy pa-
rents; she had spent her childhood chiefly in the
“ountry, in simple and industrious habits, and
had heard from her perents and those employed
in her education, little else said of the value of
money, than the various good purposes to which
itmay be applied, for the promotion of religion
and the benefiit of our fellow creatures.

Cecilia had been accustomed to be drest as
plainly as her rank in scciotv admitted, and

, Yaough not in herself wiser than other children,
*" her altention had never yet béen calledto the
decoration of her person. Yhen she was just
terned fourteen, her mother’s health required
that she should go for a time to a fashiunable
bathing place for the benefit of the waters.
Cecilia accompanied her mother to this place,
and was not a little pleased with the elegance of
the edifice, to wnich she went every day with her
mother to drink the watera. The gardens sur-
-ounding the building were extremely Lesutifu!,
and an orchestra was placed amidst ‘tha trees,
from whence were heard strains of music, some-
times loudly swelling, and at other times dying
away upon the ear as they were borne away by
the bresze. Besides these things, various It
tle elegant figures in the newest style of dress
wexcited Cecilia’s admiration, and led ber to form
seflections very prejudicial to many of her ac-
customed simple habits, more especially to her
_ode of dress. In conscquence of all this, her
_oind was inla state which it is easy to picture
to ourselves, when a dressmaker was sent for
to maké up seme new silk which her mother
had just purchased for her. It happencd that
while Cecilia’s mamma was engaged in giving
directions respecting the frocks, she was sud-
denly called out ofthe ruom, and Ceccilia was
loft alone with the dressmaker, who was just
measuring the length of a skirt, and pinning
the number of tncks which - the silk would ve-
quire. “Itis a pity,” said the dressmaker,
turning the silk firet on one side and then on
the other, ‘ that this beautiful, silk should not
be mada up more as they are worn—a flounce
would look much belter than all these tucks.”

i

“ Do children of my age were flounces” ask-
ed Cecilia.

0 yes,” said the dressmuker, “I madca
dress last week foru young lady not so tall as
you are, and it had three flounces 1 dare, say
you have met the young lady in the pump room,
she generally wears a hat tied with sky blue
ribbous, and a small wreath of while roses round
tho crown, and she is very pretty; but I think
you would bocomae dress quite as much as she
does.” ¢ Alamma likes me to be drest plainly,”
said Cecil:a, half sighing. ¢ Your mamma
must know best to be sure, yet I do nut know
who is to be direst if young ladies of your fine
fortune are not, who can so well afford it.”
Just then a step was heard on the stairs, and
as the handle of the door was turned, the dress-
maker smid in haste, “ do, pray ma’am, ask
vyour mamma to allow one flounce on your frock
aud if you - ould favor me with a call ¢t No.—,
in Regen. Street, I could show you some
beautiful hats, much more becoming to youn
ladies than those cottage shaps bonnets.” The
entrance of Cecilia’s mamma put an end to the
dressmaker’s discours, bu? not to the train of|
thoughts which it had suggested to the young
lady’s mind. Cecilia took the 6irst opportunity
of making a petition to her mamma for a flounce
upon her dress, o request which her mamma
thought it fit to deny, though she laid hittle siress
on its importance or unimportance.

Cecilia had no intention of communicating to
her mother what was passing in _her mind, not
because she was in the habit of concealwent,
but because she was hardly aware herself of the
power tlus newly acquired,;qve of dress was
gaining upon her. But opk of the asbundance
of the heart the mouth will speske. Iroin time
to time the subject of dress was brought forward
sometimes the opinion of the mill:ners was quat-
ed, * that young ladies of forlune ;should dress
weil;’? thea her mamma was asked to call at
Regent Straet; then it was enquired if her papa
was really 80 very rich a man; then ¢ ntinuzl
remarks were made upon the dress of the ladies
whotn they met upon the parsdes and in the
pump room; many caraest wishes were express
vd for decorations like theirs, and much dissatis.
faction at the simplicity of the dress which Ce-
cilia had hithesto woin.

Cecilia’s mamma at first only smiled at all this
but becoming aware in a short ime how strong
ahold {hese vanitics were gening over her
 hild’s’ mind, she ceased to sinile, and histened
in silence, till Ceciha, unawares to Lerself, un
folded to her mother all the vamity of her heart.

It is easy to suppose that these vain and fuol-
ish thoughts agreed ill with hieavenly hoges and
tempers, so that Cecilia’s state of mind was not
at this time in any respect desirable. Several
weeks had passed away, and there was a pros-
pect of many more boing spent in this gay
place, as the water was very beneficial to Ceci
lis’s mamma. When ore day as the mother
and daughter were sitting together, the follow
ing discourse took place, -

Mother.—As we aro likely to ramain here
sometimo longer, Cecilia, it is your fathor's
wish that you should lcarn to ride, and I am go-
ing to order a riding dress for you.

Cecilia —Thank you, dear, mamma, whats
riding habit? .

“Yes, my dear, and I bavo got a pattern of
one which you shall look at, and see if you ap-
prove; it shall be made as fashionable as you

lease.”

Cecilin looked up as il sho did not quite un-
derstand her mothor, who tock no notice of her
caquiriag look.

Mother —And I have also sert for several
other dresses for yau to look at, and you shall
chooso what you pleasc. Yeu do not seem quite
sausfied with the dresses I have hitherto chosen
for you, and a8 you are now begining to puss
out of childhood, [ shall leave you to exercise
a little judgment in the choice of your own
clothes.

« Mamma!” smd Cecilia, looking both sur-
prised and delighted.

Mother.—1 have seat for a pattern of @ morn-
ing dress and a pelisse to wear on the parades,
an evemng dress and some others which 1am
quite certan you will want: expenso isof lttle
unportance to your father; it is his only wishk
that you should prepare yourself to wear all
these dresses with suttable behaviour, therefore,
you will choose what you please.

«Dear mamma, you are very kind.”

« All thesa things arc arranged in my dress-
ing room ready for your inspection,” said Ceci-
lia’s mother, nising from her seat. Cecilia rose
to fullow her, but though delighted with the pros-
pect before her, sho felt a little puzzled at such
a sudden change in her mother’s conduct te-
wards her. )

They went up stairs, aud the dressing roors
wns covered over with so beautiful an assem-
bluge of silke, and mushns, riding dresses, all
fashionably made up with gay hats and bonacts,
and wreaths of flov. v1s curresponding, that the
dress maker’s rovm in Regent Street wasscarce-
ly more inviting.

Remainder next week.
— i
A NOBLE SPIRIT.

It wes n pleasant fortnight, and had passed
rapidly, in wiich Ms. Hovmer pad his long-
pronnsed visit to his fricod Sir Edwerd Bracken-
bury. This exccllent mon was a widower,
gracefully descending the vale of tears; for 1o
acquning the expenience of sge, he had not sa-
enificed Ius ecarly cheerfulness and urbanity.
His superior information, and gentleness of
manuer, utited to the peeubar interest with which
hie regarded young persons, and dehighted 10
gratdy their inquinng minds, had powerfully en-
anged the attention of Charles and Iorace
Brackenbury, two inteliigent sons of ns worthy
host. His ‘amiable spinit had often found real
pleasure in thewr society, and he never failed to
render his conversution equally improving and

agreeable, With much regret thorefore, at the



