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There Must Be No Merger

The reasons against” the proposed
1:|su3‘ance merger grow ¢n strength
every day, and we do mot see how the
@overnment at Ottawa, as represented
by the treasury board, can allow any
such merger, so unfair to Toronto and
Ontario, to be consummated. It is not
in public policy from the local- point
f view, and. it i not a good general
policy to encourage this merger busi-
ness at best. There can be individual
cages wiere mergers would be permit-
ted, if not justified, cases where the
trust funds would remain in the same
city or province, and where the em-
ployment of the parties associated
Wwith the company would, more or less,
continue to be in the same province,
«nd there would bhe no disturbance as
far as local interests are concerned.
For instance, we can imagine cases
where, of necessity, it would be in the
public  interest that a weak insurance
company should be joined up to a
s(rong one, or that aweak bank should
be put in a first-class position by be-
ing taken over bv anothgr bank in the
dame city or district. And we can even
imagine that if Mr. Gooderham want-
ed to dispose of his interests for per-
sonal reasons, in the Manufacturers’
l.ife, he could have gone tv an Onta-
rio company like the North American
life, or the Confederation Life, or
cver the Canada Life, and no great

«alt: found with sueh a course.

But for the business men of Touronto
and “the of Ontario to spend
vears in building up an insurance com-
pany, largely in this province, with
their own labor, and for a staff of in-
suradlce men to also in this
worl, and then to have it all trans-
lerrgd away from Ontario and located
ln dpother province, and the cash ac-
cumplations also taken away from On-
tarig for investment in Quebec, or out-
side, Ontario,” cannot be shown to ‘be
scod from any point of view.

It _is not good policy to allow one
capifalist, who has control of great
:xu:{} funds, by reason of his shares
in cg;v company, to sell that control to
another company whose head is ambi-
tioug to add to the millions he now
conffols, and in that way make him a
morppolist of trust funds that really
beldpg to the public. The Sun Life has
all va opportunity it wants to do busi-
nesg in Ontario under its present orga-
nization, and it will he given every
tncouragement in that direction; but

a before 7

people

assist

t'ig high time a check be put on the
;lasping operations of any individual,
«r group of individuals, in regard to
(rust funds belonging to the people, or
paid in by the people, to a local orga-
nization, and who put their money intae
thaty erganization they had
confidence in the management.

The

because

treasury board, ‘we Dbelieve, is
made Ion. W. T. White (minis-
of finance), Sir Géorge E. Foster
trade and commerce), C.-J. Doherty
(Justice), Dr. Reid (customs), T, <.
: And
¢ver them, and responsible to the peo-
rle, Is Sir
isier,

up of

ter

Ccasgrain (postmaster-general).

tobert Borden, prime min-
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His latest appeal iz on grounds of
retrenchment. This means 15 per cent.
off wages for the little men. Ten-dol-
lar-a-week men will get $8.50 after th>
controller begins to retrench. Fifteen-
dellar-a-week men will get $12.75. And
if Le gets elected—by the 'usual means
—he will sit back and point ovut his
successful retrenchment campaign as
a reason for giving him another $2500.
This is about the only original plan
for retrenchment that has occurred
to him, except the one of taking the
street car tickets from men who had
to cover miles of territory every day.

All his retrenchments would not
have saved more than about $2500 a
year in his small meannesses, and
the quickest way of saving this to the
city, or at least of emplcying the
amount to better purpose, is to send
Lim back to. the superintendence of
his extensive property holdings, in
which the medical officer of healtn
has already given him considerable
and necessary assistance, and letting
some better man, like Ald Dunn, or
Ald. Cameron, take his place.

No Conflict Between Bylaw

and Report.

Those who are afraid to come out
openly and attack the hydro radial by-
law are doing so in the old fashion
thru anonymous pamphlets. One of
these which has reached us is head-
ed: “Sir Adam Beck asks us to act
first and think afterwards.,” Sir Adam
gave a sufficient answer to this lam-
poon at the board of trade, The by-
law has been on the statute book for
a year, and those who pretend they
know nothing about it have themselves
to thank,

The one thing that is being depend-
ed upon to defeat the bylaw is the
transportation report brought in by
Messrs. Harris;.Gaby and Cousins. It
is alleged that the report and the by-
law annul each other, or are antagon-
istic in policy. This we are. unable
to see, We said at first that we be-
lieved they might have to stand or fall
together, and it seems more than pro-
bable that should the bylaw be defeat-
ed, it would also be an end of the
transportation report.. We do not dis-
cover any innate hostility in the two
policies for each other. Certain de-
tails in the report would, under certain
circumstances, be incompatible with
the bylaw, but the members of the
transportation committee who drew up
the report have already had this under
debate, disagreed about the details and
agreed to let them lie over, It is mere-
ly a x-nu.tter of detail, not of principle.

Mr. J. W. Woods of the board of
trade has assured us that we are
wrong to attribute hostility towards
the bylaw to Mr. Harris, but we haveé

not heard anything yet in support of |-

the bylaw from Mr, Harris, and are
more inclined than ever to believe our
first impression’ correct. Should this’
be so it means that Mr. Harris would
be willing to wreck both the bylaw and
the report for a mere detail as to who
should control the loop line over which
the radials might run to the centre of
the city. Sir Adam has already said
that the city would control the lines,
and the radials would pay car haulage
over them for the privilege of using
them. What there is to object to un-
der the circumstances we cannot per-
ceive,

The Telegram has spoken at last,
and we must recognize it as the dis-
tinction of Controller Spence to have
awakened the sleeping lion, The Tele-
gram is quite satisfied with the ar-
rangements for the control of the city's
rights, and that being the case, Wiy
should any more jealous guardian de-
mur?

The enemies of the bylaw are doing
the best they can to confuse the issue,
and they lug in the transportation re-
port on every opportunity ‘in order to
misrepresent the situation. The report
is not before the people just now and
need not be discussed. The carrying
of the bylaw will not disturb any es-
sential feature of the report, the most
important parts of which do not come
into force till 1936, so there is no hur-
ry.and no need to worry. The bylaw
is a matter of immediate action and
should  not be dela:ved.

——
Straight Policy Best All Round

Guileless people who have been of
the opinion that the fire department
takes no hand in politics, and espe-
cially in elections, should study what is
going on in Ward Two and other parts
of the city at present. ‘We have no
quarrel with the firemen whatever, but
they would consult their own interests
considerably if they declined to be led
around by political manoeuvrers and
wire-pullers who are not doing” any-
thing for the firemen as a body, but
are merely using them for their own
ends. Think of the folly of the firemen
getting organized to support a candi-
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wabbling on the radial bylaw is no-
torious. Before Sir Adam Beck left at
the board of trade meeting he seemed
to be entirely in favor of it, and his
first remarks followed in this direction.
Then he began to conciliate the opposi-
tion element on the board, and it was
clear he had no solid support for the
bylaw in him.

His facts must be as misleading as
those he brought up against the late
2&] Wickett, when that gentleman
owled him over with a few irrefut-
able points.

If Controller Spence is looking for
support from the section of the hoard

AUSTRIAN SUBMARINE

REPORTED CAPTURED

PARIS, Dec. 22.—According to a|

Malta, forwarded by the Havas

cor-

itspondent at Rome, an Austrian sub-
| marine has been captured by two tor-
-despatch to The Messagero, fmmi Pedo boats, presumably Italian.
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GIVING PUBLICITY

Number of Meetings to Be Held
at Which Scheme Will Be
Explained.

Mayor Church is determined to give
as much publicity to Sir Adam Beck's
l:»dro radial bylaw as possible be-
ivveen now and election day, and has
mapped out a geries of meetings ex-
tending as far as Port Credit. The
suburban meetings commenced last
right at Port Credit, where the mayov
ard T. J. Hannigan, secretary of the
FEydro Radial Association, spoke.
Cther meetings include one at Etobi-
coke Schoothouse No. 15, on Dee. 28,
#t which the mayor and J, W. Lyon
will speak; one at Long Eranch, on
Dec. 30, when Mayor Church, Mayor
Waiters of Hamilton, T. J. Stewart and
W. 8. Davis, will give addresses,

On Dec. 28, 29 and 30, T. J. Hanni-
#an and 8. Carter, M.L.A., of Guelph,
will give addresses in Toronto on the
subject, and the Riverdale Business
Men’s Association, Earlscourt, Beaches
and Caledonian Ratepayers’ Associa-
tions, will hold mass meetings.

CRUDE TARTAR EXPORTS
TO STATES PERMITTED

Decree Stopping Shipments of
Product Rescinded by Erench
Government.

PARIS, Dec. 22.—Upon the advice
of Alexandre Ribot, minister of fin-
arce, the government has rescinded
the decree prohibiting the exportation
to the United States of crude tartar
and its by-products,” which are used
ty a large extent in America for bread
raising. In ordinary years these arti-
cles are exported to the United States
to the value of about 9,000,000 francs,
Tre tartar comes from deposits in
wine casks. Its exportation was <pro-
Libited because it was belicved to e
¢ element employed in the manufac-
ture of certain explosives, and it was
cuspected the ultimate destination of
the tartar was Germany,

TO HYDRO RADIAL PLAN

S THOLSIND PARCELS
ST FOR CAWDU

Red Cross Remembers Men
Front, Spending Christmas
in Trenches.

at

Canadian Associated Press Cakle,

LONDON, Dec, 22.—8ix thousang
parcels were sent by the Canadiap
Red Cross this week to the seldiers of
the Dominion serving all over the war
zone and 1in - hospitals ip Euglang,
Each one going to the front containg a
pair of gloves. Iach one sent to the
hospital contains a jigsaw buzzle, one
of the most popular cf small gifts fop
wouriled men. GGuthrie Reid ig sending
a personal gift for every wounded
‘Canadian. In London the numbenr cf
invitations received for emerzaining
Canadians on Christmas Day is al-
most embarrassing. Several large
clubs have arranged to entertain par-
ties of Canadian soldiers on Christmag
Day. Last year’s gathering at the
National Liberal Club will be repeat-
ed on a larger scalé. Earl Grey hag
for.a long time placed a box'at Albert
Hall at the disposal of the Canadian
Red Cross, leave being granted fairly
generously,

BERNSTORFF PEEVED
AT PLOT EXPOSURES

Revelations of Conspiracids
United States Stagger Em.
bassy’s Assurance.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 22—Continued
Erosecution of allezed plottérs agai sg
American neutrality may pPreve a seni-
0us oustacie to compiete lyusumnent
of the diplomatic questione at issuye
be:ween the United States and Ger-
many.

German embassy officialg are sodis-
Ccouraged at what they consider lack
of fair treatment by the ' American

in

TO PROTECT INTERESTS
IN NEUTRAL COUNTRIES

Premier Briand Receives Secre-
tary Bernard of Society and
Praises Work.

PARIS, Deec. 22.—In receiving Jean
Bernard,. secretary of the Society for
the Protection of French Interests in
Neutral States, today, Premier Briand
gave assurance - the French Govern-
ment would lend its aid to the project.
M. Bernard announced that a branch
already was in operation at Copenha-
gen, and that others would be estab-
lisked soon at Zurich, Lisben, Bucha-
rest, Lima, Peru, Buenos Aires, Rio de

Janeiro and San Francisce.

bress and the American public, that
tney profess they would not be sorry
to see a breaking off of diplomatic re-
lations between the two naticns.

It was said that Germany ‘'may not
replace Capts. Boy-Ed and Von Papen,
the attaches recalled on request of
the United States, because of this
feeling. The embassy is said to pe
particularly angered over newspaper
attacks and attempts to “connect” eme
bassy officials with plots agajnst Am-
crican neutrality, .

SIX MONTHS FOR THEFT.

PELLEVILLE, Dec. 29 —Herbert
Hill was today. by County Judxgc De-
roche, sentenced to the Central Prison
for six months for stealing a fur coat
and two muffs from the residence of

0o

S

Dr. MaceCoill of thig city.

of trade council which hopes to bring
in an adverse report against the bylaw,
he is counting on poor madterial. Even
should such a report be presented it
would only help to carry Mr. Spence
to defeat. We fancy Mr. James Simp-
son would attend to that,

A GOOD SUGGESTION.
Editor World: In view of the fact
that recruiting in Toronto is becoming
a troublesome problem, and in view of
the fact that a large number of single
fellows will have to be shamed into
enlisting, new methods wili have to
be employed. It is by no means a new
sucgestion that I make, but it is one
that has met with satisfaction in
Englana: the use of an armlet for
those willing but unable to g0 to the
front. The sooner this innovation is
made, the sooner the other fellow will
get into the khaki, ang, incidentally,
will save those who arc physically un-

fit from many sneering remarks.

An Unfortunate.

TORONTO SOLDIERS RETURNINC.

ST. JOHN, N. B., Dec.
hiundred and eighteen wounded Cana-
diar officers snd men, and a nursing
sister, returned yesterday on the
cteamer Pretorian, leaving by special
train today fer Quebec, in charge of
Capt. Drainer.

Toronty members are: Capt. Magaf-

929

and Ptes. Van Nistrand, G
W. A. Scrimagour, J. Gordon, G. W.
Cargill, N.' Albert, Robe:rt Inwin,
Kuaynoff and John Griggs.

One

fin, Capt. Hedges, Corp. F. Armstrong,
Pearson,

H,

Xmas Gift

A delightful and very useful present
for your older relatives or friends is
a modern spectacle or eye-glass fitted
by a skilful. Optometrist, “such as we
have. Eye-glasses, chains! lorgnettes,
readers, or any other article in Optical
Goods are presents to please and to
last.

If this suggestion appeals to you,
come in and see . Saporito, our Op-
tometrist and Optician, who will give
you all information with regard to it.

Marriage Licenses Issued
Optical Department of

H. W. Tisdall’s

Jewelry Store

ed
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