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LONDON, Dec, 14—Thrusts st the|

German line in France were made
again yesterday by the ailies. The re-

ports. of successes in today’s official|

statement from Paris. however, ere
French war office statés that German
positions along the Aisne were de-
molished, that in the -Woevre district
& line of trenches 500 yards long was
captured, and that further  progress
weas made in the Argonne and in Al-
- ~“Light attacks, ~easily repulsed,” is
the Ge official report of fighting
from the Meuse to the Vosges. Con-
cerning- the eastern fleld of war, ‘It
says operations are taking their nor-
mal’ gourse. . ‘
Deéspa.ches from Petrograd assert
that the Russians have thrown back
the Germaan. column which was. at-
tempting to strike at Warsaw

all alon;

from
3 th, and thlt‘,th.z?li ns - of
o the tmtha-'.

ghe_v;‘!‘futh have been defeated .at &
points and are being pursued beyo
the Euphrates River, suffering heavy
losses. G
“/A- despatch from  Petrograd reports
that 20,000 Christians in Erzerum -are
in peril, owing to their sympathy with
the Russians. . :
A despatch from Nish, the present
capital of Servia, says that all at-
tempts ‘of the Austrians to halt their
retreat have failed.

SEVEN PERISHED IN
| CLEVELAND EXPLOSION

Gas in Photograph Sfudio 1 nit-
ed = Victims Were Terribly
Mangled.

iadian Press Despatch.. .
c.(.":'LEVELAND, Dec. 14—A natural
gas explosion in a' two-storey apart-
ment house at 11616 Madison avenue
tonight killed seven persons, seriously
injured eight and wrecked the two-
storey building. A photograph studio
oecupled the first floor of the building
and it is supposced escaping gas be-

came ignited. :
The explosion. bléew out the walls of

caught fire. Firemen dragged the dead
and dying from the blazing mass at
the risk of their lives. Most of the
injured were horribly mangled, having
had arms or legs blovu
of the dead were children. ‘-

The victims were all of foreign ex-
traction. Tonight firemen were search-
ing the ruins for. the bodies of five
othere who are missing.

BATTLE IN POLAND ON
A STATIONARY FRONT

Berlin Paper Says Austro-German
Offensive is Making
Progrcss.

Canadiwn Press Despatch.

BERLIN, Dec. 14.—(Via The Hague
to London)—The correspondent of Tne
Zeitung Am Mittag with the Austriun
general headquarters telegraphs that
the battle in Poland, following the cap-
ture of Lodz, now is waging aléng a
stationary front in that region.

In west Galicia, the correspondent
says, there have been tangible results
to the Austro-German offensive, their
success being shown in the withdrawal
of columns from the Carpathians to
serve as reiriforcements where they are
most needed. The correspondent adds
that the indication is that the next de-
. cisive step is due to take place in the
Vistula Plains.

SENT OFFICERS BACK
FOR BREAKING PAROLE

Two Germans Interned in Hol-
land for Duration of War.

Canadian Pregs Despatch.
ZFIVENAAR, Holland,via London,
Dec. 14.—950 pm.—Two German (ffi-
cers who had been war prisoners hers
egnd who had violated their parole by
escnping across the border into Ger-
many returned here today under. or-
ders of their government to do so.
The officors reported to the com-
manding officer at the internment
cemp at Bergen, whera they will be
interned until the end ~f the war. Be-
foré the violation of their parole they

off. - Several |
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Eight British Cruisers *in
* Battle, Says German

Canadian Prseu' 30

SBANTIAGO( - Chille, ‘Dec. 14.-~It ‘is
officially i.nn‘b(ﬁw-d that the German
cruiser Dresden now at Punta Arénas
is damaged. She will be allowed to
make repairs, but will be compelled to
sail immediately after they are effected
or else intern.

EIGHT BRITISH CRUISERS? -

Canadian Press Despatch.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 14.—American.
Consul Latham at Punta Arenas today
cabled the state department that the
German cruiser Dresden had- reached

‘that port safely.? -

.*“The German embassy ere issued the
following statement today. in regard to
the recent battle between the British

‘and German -fleets oft the coast of

South America: ?
“According to: official information
eight English eruisers, among them two

_of the Invincible type, took part in the
‘battle off Falkland Islands.. The Dres-

den, which arrived undamaged at Punta
Arenas, intercepted a wireless message

‘which stated that the Gneisenau and

Scharnhorst were .sunk and -thatthe
Leipzig was burning. - Nothing definite

‘was known about the Nurnberg.”

SOCIALISTS POSTPONE
" DISCUSSION OF PEACE

Denmark Feared That Strict Neu-
trality Might Be Violated.

Canadian Press Despatch. ;
COPENHAGEN, via London, Dec.
14—The peace conference summoned
by the Socialist Societies of the Scan-
dinavian countries, which. was to have
opened here on Dec. 6, it is learned,
has been postponed until January. The
official explanation is that the Amer-

ican delegates were unable to reach |

Denmark in time for the earlier date.
Several Danish. papers doubt whether
the-conference will be held as there
have been protests that the holding
of the gathering might develop mat-
ters not consistent with Denmark’'s at-
titude of strict neutrality.

TURKISH ARMY STILL
LURKS IN BACKGROUND

Enver’ Pasha Now Commands
Forces in the Caucasians.

Canadian Press Despatch.

LONDON, Dec. 14. — The Turkish
army has not yet asserted itself, nor
has it engaged in any great battle.
Enver Pasha has taken command of
the Caucasian army, and Talaat Bey
has succeeded him as minister of war.

A report comes from Turkey of
growing hostility to both foreign and
native Christians in that country
which may lead to attacks upon them.

MERCHANT VESSEL Wi
TAKEN BY BRITISH
Capture in Indian Ocean 'Report-

ed — Comorant in Harbor
of Guam.

Canadian Press Despatch.

TOKIO, Dec. 16, 10.30 a.m.—It . is re-
ported here that the German armed
merchantman Oxford has been captur-
ed by the British in the Indian Ocean
and that the German converted cruiser
Cormorant has entered the harbor of
Guam, in the archipelago.
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and Nurse A. W. Scott
~  Included.

Canadian Press:Despatoh, '

OTTAWA, Dée. Mo Jotter voctiv-1 B
od ‘tonight ‘fram ‘a member of No. 3|
{[Stationary ‘Hospital, under Lieut.-Col.|.

the'* whole * foree ?mem ;

Valcartier, the cabled reports of the
departure -of the unit for France.led
W’soa} e confusion, the number of the
hospital and names of some ofthé offi-
cers not tallying with the official list
prepared by the militia department be-
fore the contingent sailed-from Can-
ada. There are nine officers, 35 nursing
sisters and 92 officers and:men"in the
anit, which is. at Letouquet, néar Bou-
logne. The officers and nurses are:
SRR " The Officers. =~ -
. Lieut-Col, A, T. Shillington, officer-
commanding 'and chief surgeon, Otta-.
wa; Major H, C. S. Biliott, Cobours,
Ont.; Major .F.” McKelvey Bell, Otta~
wa; Capt. R. 8, Pentecost, Toronto;
Capt. Charles A. Young, acting adju-
tant, Ottawa; Capt. James H.Woed,
registrar, Toronto; Capt. 8. M. Fisher,
London; - Capt. J. 8. Walker, quarter-
master, Charlottetown, P.EJ.; Capt.
W. J. Bentley, -dental surgeon, Sar-
nia; ' Sergt.~Major- H,- E. Law, W..,
H,A.M.C., Kingston; Matron FEthel B.
Ridley, Belleville, Ont.

Ontario Nurses.

The nursing- sisters include the fol-
lowing from Ontario: 1. G. Denmark,
Belleville; A. R. Hinchey, Chatham;
R. Herverey, Maitland; P. Ivey, Lon-
don; T. E. MecCallum, Kingston; .
Mercer, Kingston; A. W. Scott, To-
ronto; M. B. Sampson, Duntroen; B.
J. Wiloughby, Kingston: N. Rich—
ardson; Ottawa; L. Youngh d,
Portage la Prairie. g

SLEIGH HIT BY TRAIN
- ONE DEAD, ONE DYING

Two: Youths of Londorn; Ont.,
Victims of Level Crossing
Accident.. -

Caradian Press Despatch.

LONDON, Ont., Dec. 14.—Fred Whit-
ing, aged 18, of 882 Trafalgar street,
was instantly killed and James Smith,
colored, aged 18, of 128 Trafalgar
street, is in g dying condition as the
result of being struck by the G. T. R.
“Pacific Express,” Buffalo to Chicago, at
Egerton sireet crossing of the com-
p.ny at 6.30 tonight. The boys were
in a sleigh and the horse was instantly
killed and the vehicle demolished.

John Jones, crossing watchman, de-
clared that he had given the usual
signals of the train’s appro.ch and had
also called to the boys to stop.

WILL BUY MACHINE GUN
FOR CANADIAN FORCES

Kent County Patriotic Committee
Decides on Step, If Gun
Can Be Had.

Special to The Toronto World.
CHATHAM, Ont., Dec. 14.—The

Patriotic committee of the Kent

cuunty council has decided to purchase

id from monitors on the Daaube.
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battleship Messoudiyel hag. - tops
pedoea by a priusn 8;  The
ofticial bureau's statement is as:fols
lows:

in ‘charge of Lieut-Commander- Nor«

entered the Dardanelles, and in spite
‘ of the difticult current dived under
‘five rows of mines and torpedoed the
Turkish battleship Messeudigoh which
was' guarding the mine: ficids.. o

“Altho pursued by-gunfire- and tor-
pedo boats B1l returned: safely after
being . submerged on- one occeasion.. for
‘nine nours. 37

“When last secn the Messaundiyeh
was sinking by the stern.”

The Messoudiyeh was a. very- old
boat, having been built at Blackwall,
Erg., in 1874, and reconstructed - at
Genoa in 1903. She was 332 fect long;
59 feet heam, and of abcut 10,000 tons
burden. She had & speed. of 17%
knots and she curried a. crew of 600
men.

The “B” class of submarines displace
314 tons and have a surfice-and sub-
merged speed of 18 and 9 knots. re-
spectively. They are armed with two
{orpedo tubes- and: carry a crew of 16
officers and men.. They were built
from 1904 to 1906. i

Lieut. Commander Holbroslk of the
snhmarine B-11 is ane of five brothers,
ell servirg with the erlors, thesoms f
Col. Arthur Ha'hrook,
owner of Portsmcuth.

- —

FOUR TRAINMEN INJURED

Special to The Teronto World:

NIAGARA FALS, Ont, Dec. 14, —
Four trainmen” were injured in a
wreck on the Grand Trunk at St
David’s, Ont., tonight. Grand Trunk
passenger train No. 104. crashed into
a rear-end engine, -shoving a freight
train. The injured are: Fred Talman,
fireman on the passenger trajn. foot
crushed, hand broken; Harry  Sewell,
freight train fireman, foot crushed: J.
T. McQuade, freight conductor; in-
ternal injuries, may die; Charles Long,
passenger train engineer, sprained
ankle.

TO HELP INDUSTRY

a machine cun te be presented to the
m:litia depa tment, provided that such!
a gun can be delivercd immediately
Thecouncil voted $8,000 to the fund,
one thousand of this will be uys dfur.
cases of emergency by the committee,
five hundrsd dollars donated to |
various women's socleties

county for the purchase of material’
for soldiers clothes, and a’ car of
beens will besent to the Belgians,

~

COLING. Dec. 14—At the munic'pal
elections here In J nu-rv, clect-p» w'll
vote nrion a hvlaw ~utheriz’'ng he is-
sne of - 4-h-ninres for $50,0600 ‘n aid of
the Federal Stee]l a~d Founiry Comp-
any, Dimited for the establishment of

the | a mannfactory cof steal and from prw-
of the| duc‘s, forgings. and cast'ngs.’ Ths

inAnstrv is to octupy the premises

MADE SAFE RETURN |
Lieiit.Holbrook’s P B

Under Water for:
Hours.

FLONDON, Dec. 14.—A. communicas|
tion “tssued by the ‘Britisn Admiralty
‘tofiay amhounces that: the  Turkishithe]

“Yesterday (Sunday) submarine Bit! |
man ‘B. Holbrook, of the Royal Navy;

& newspaper}

IN G. T. TRAIN COLLISION | S#ootuatty

Canrdian' Press Despatch. .

LONDON, Dec. 14. — The day has
shown no- important development in
the ‘'western: theatre. The French War
Office reports artillery engagements in
which they had the better of the Ger-
mans-and. small advances at various
points, particularly in the neighbor-
hood of Verdun and St. Mihiel, in ac-
cordance with . Gen. Joffre’s famous
scheme of “nibbling at them.” * But the
German bulletins deny these claims.

The troops in France and Belgium
are suffeéring a plague of mud and
damp, which causes them greater dis-
comfort than did the cold wave at the
end of Ni ; with its positive
.of frozen feet and-hands, and
vetoes any movements on-a
big scale: Life in:the: trenches of the
allies is easier than before, since they
have been reinforced; so that they do
not have to spend more than two days
on the firing line, whereas last month
they were without rest or an oppor-
tunity to remove their clothing for a
week or more ata time.

i B DL

BIG ARTILLERY DUEL
REPORTED IN ALSACE

French Trying to Advance to Ait-
kirch, is'Berlin’s Explan-
ation.

Caradian Press Despatch,

BERLIN, Dee. 14.—(Via The Hague
to London. 950 pm.) — Despatches
from the southwestern war zone report
that a artillery ' duel was
progress Sunday in upper Alsace. aris-
ing apparently from an attempt by the
French to advance in the direction of
Altkirch. The firing lasted from 11 in
' the morning until late in the afternoon.

been destr.yed.
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LONDON, Dec. 14. — A telegram to
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G. H. Cowan, whom '
nection with the ‘case, stated:
“Investigation which T have made
into.this eoncern ‘has exposed a

only one man was concerned in this;
1 want -good men ‘with me, who "”rn
do itheir duty. Give-me time and 1
will bring them to book.” ¥

Mr. Cowan said
régarded Mr. % as - :
man, honest and upright and '
strings on him.” i i "no

ome very frank discyssion ensued
later in  considering the recommen-
dations for inspector and auditor. J.
Crookall protested at what he called
the efforts at “hiding things up.”

i Probe to m,
‘‘We want to know who is

all very well to blame the late man-
aging director, but he was not the
only one. There were others in with
him. - Large sums have been squan-
dered on these syndicates and we want
to know where this money went to. I
have seen the directors and they all
want to hide things. A man who steals
a lpaf of bread in this city is sent to
jail for three months, yet we have
here had millions of dollars stolen and
no’ attempt has been made to bring
the guilty parties to justice.” 'i

HUNDRED ALIENS TO
‘ BE SENT TO HEARST

They Will Work on New Roads
and Bridges. >

Special to The Toronto World,
KINGSTON, Dec. 14—Ope hundred
foreigners, prisoners in Fort Henry,
will be to Hearst,
Ont. where they will be pu* to work
on the new roads and bridges that

apyointed permanent solicitor in o!;:

sible for this crash,” he said. ' “It l; :

O ' '3}

) !

-7 the Aimy.

that hommuuy the

are eirg consiructed in New On-~
tailo. A camp has heen duilt a few
miles from Hearst Station and the
men wil! be quartered there.

Montreal and the Montreal guard will

formerly occupied vy the Provincial
Steel Cp., Limited

The resuit of the fighting has bee:
TC n

1ikely be kept at that camp perma-
nently. ;
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