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tender, emigrated to Ameriea about 1759 and was a merchant at 
Albany. About 1762-3, he with others, came with supplies to the 
relief of the British besieged by i’ontiac at Detroit. In 1764, he 
went as King’s Commissary to Miehilliinackinac and in 1780 returned 
to Detroit to engage in trade. In 1787 Aslcin was captain of militia 
for Detroit, in 1796 was lieutenant-colonel of militia for the Wes­
tern District, and in 1801, was colonel in the same corps. He was 
also one of the magistrates of the District. On the evacuation of 

Detroit by the British in 1796 be came to Canada. 
Colonel Askin married first a French lady whose 
name cannot be ascertained and by her had three 
children, John, Catherine (Robertson) who be­
came tlie wife of Honorable Robert B. Hamilton, 
of Niagara, and Madeleine, who married Dr. 
Richardson, of the Queen’s Rangers. The chil­
dren by his second wife, Marie Archange Bartlie, 
were Therese, who married Colonel Thomas Mc­
Kee, son of Colonel Alexander McKee, Deputy 
Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs; Ar­
change, married Colonel Meredith, of the Royal 
Artillery, afterwards commandant at Halifax; 

Adelaide, married Colonel Elijah Brush, of the Michigan Militia; 
Charles, captain in Colonel Clark’s Lincoln Militia, married Monique 
Jacobs; James, colonel of militia; Alexander, artillery driver, 1812- 
15; Eleanor, married Richard Pattison, of Sandwich, captain of 
militia. A. II. Askin, of “Strabane,” near Walkerville, is a son of 
Charles; J. Wallace Askin, of Sandwich, is a grandson of James, 
while William Johnson McKee, of Windsor, is a great-grandson of 
Therese Askin.

Mon. 6th—The Queen's Rangers are encamped at the Landing, and 
are employed in building huts near the river to live in next winter. It is 
a very picturesque place. The Governor crossed the water from thence, 
and ascended a very steep road to see the remains of the French fort at 
Lewiston.

From thence there is a fine view towards the head of Lake Ontario, 
60 miles distant. Near this fort are tumuli, or earth mounds, where 
bones have been dug up, and it is supposed to have been an Indian bury­
ing place. 1 received some shaddocks, a species of orange, from the West 
Indies, which I considered an excellent fruit.

Note.—The original corps known as “Rogers’ Rangers” was 
raised in Connecticut and the vicinity of New York by Colonel 
Robert Rogers, under whom it served in the war with the French. 
Their strength was at one time 100, all Americans and all Loyalists. 
In 1776 Rogers was appointed Governor of Miehilliinackinac. He 
was succeeded in his command of the Rangers by Colonel French 
and afterwards Major Weymess, whom Major Simcoe succeeded. The 
latter reorganized the corps ns the Queen’s Rangers and it fought 
under him in the war of the American Revolution. It was dis­
banded in 1782. The Queen’s Rangers of Niagara history were a

132

Col. John Askin.


