
10 NO REFUGE BUT IN TRUTH

the will ? Habit may enslave ; but to be 
enslaved is once to have been free.

What is conscience ? When we repent 
morally are we looking only to the imme­
diate consequences of the act, or are we 
also looking to the injury done to our 
moral nature ? If the latter, does it not 
appear that there is something in us not 
material and pointing to a higher life? 
Much of us, no doubt, is material. Mem­
ory and imagination often act unbidden 
by the will; imagination often when we 
are asleep. We may find a material 
element even in the character as moulded 
by physical or social circumstance or need. 
But is there not also a conscious effort of 
self-improvement not dependent on these ! 

That all is material, nothing spiritual, 
does not seem vet to have been proved.

It is by (dose examination of our own 
nature and its workings, perhaps, that we 
are most likely to solve the enigma of our 
being. The word spiritual surely has a 
meaning; it suggests self-culture not only 
for the present but for a higher state.


