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CHAPTER I

THE RISE OF THE C.A.M.C.

E are apt to forget how intimately the Army
V V and the Army Medical Service are asso­

ciated with the medical history of the Dominion. 
But so it is. For sixty years and more after the 
conquest, Canada was too poor and too thinly 
populated to be able to establish and support 
medical schools, or to attract well-trained doctors, 
either from the old country or from the States to 
the south. As a result, the surgeons who came over 
with the British regiments found their services 
in such request that many of them elected to 
remain when their regiments were recalled, and in 
all the older centres of population we meet with the 
same story : these old Army doctors became the 
recognized heads and leaders of the profession. 
Their connection with the Service gave them an 
immediate standing in the young community. 
They brought with them the old-world ideals of 
professional conduct, ideals strengthened, and 
indeed raised, by their military training and asso­
ciations ; and, as Major-General Fotheringham 
has well pointed out,* it is largely owing to their

* British Medical Journal, October 13th, 1917 ; II., 471.


