
NOTES ON AMERICA.
given to change, that your inconstancy has

passed into a proverb, fur yuu no sooner set up
an idol firmly, than you are sure to pull it down
and dash it into fragments ; and this, because
directly you reward a benefactor, or a public

servant, you distrust him, merely because he ii

rewarded ; and immediately apply yourselves to

find out, either that you have been too bountiful

in your acknowledgements, or he remiss in his

deserts. Any man who attains a high place

among you, from the President downward,(may
date his downfall from that moment ; for any
printed lie that any notorious villain pens, al-

though it militate directly against the character

and conduct of a life, appeals at once to your
distrust, and is believed. You will strain at a
gnat in the way of trustfulness and confidence,

however fairly won and well deserved ; but you
V'iil swallow a whole caravan of camels, if they

be laden with unworthy doubts and mean sus-

picions. Is this well, think you, or likely to ele-

vate the character of the governors or the gov-

erned among you 1"

The answer is invariably the same : " There's

freedom of opinion here, you know Every
man thinks for himself, and we are not to be

easily overreached. That's how our people

eome to be suspicious."

Another prominent feature is the love of

*' smart" dealing, which gilds over many a
swindle and gross breach of trust ; many a de-

falcation, public and private ; and enables many
A knave to hold his head up with the best, who
well deserves a halter—^though it has not been
without its retributive operation, for this smart-

ness has dono more in a few years to impair

the puUic credit, and to cripple the public re-

soarces, than dull honesty, however rash, could

iiave eflected in a century. The merits of a
broken speculation, or a bankruptcy, or of a
soeeessful scoundrel, are not guaged by its or

liis obsenrance of the golden rule, " Do as you
would be dene by," but are considered with ref

'ereoce to their smartness. I recollect, ou bnth

'Occasions of our passing that ill-fated. Cairo on

tte Mississippi, remarking on the bad effects

sneh gross deceits must have when they explo-

de', in generating a wtnit of confidence abroad,

a 'MVMiraging foreign investment ; but I was
gr. /).ii i< lerstand that this was a very sman
fi tmv 'j t vhich a deal of r.ioney had been
r.iaii ,

" hat its smartes. /eatuie was, that

ti.<

;

lese things abroad in a very short

timt, biiu speculated again bs freely as ever.

'TbefoUowing dialogue I ha\e held a hundred
times: "Is it not a very disgraceful circum-

stance that such a man as So-and-so should be

acquiring a large property by the most infamous

and odious means, and, notwithstanding all the

«rimes of which he has been guilty, should be
tolerated and abetted by your citizens 1 He is

a public nuisance, is he not 1" " Yes, sir," "A
convicted liar 1" "Yes, sir." "He has been
kicked, and cuflfed, and caned 1" "Yes, sir."
^' And he is utterly dishonourable, debased, and
profligate!" "Yes, sir." "In the name of

wonder, then, what is his merit 1" " Well, sir,

he is a stiart man."
In likt manner, all kinds of deficient and im-

politic usbges are referred to the national love

«f trade ; though, oddly enough, it would be a
weigbty charge against a forever, that he re-

garded the Amerieanb as a trading people.

The love of trade is assigned as a reason for

that comfortless custom, so very prevalent
in country towns, of married persons living in
hotels, having no fireside of their own, and sel-

dom meeting from early morning until late at
night, but at the hasty public meals. The love
of trade is a reason why the literature of Amer-
ica is to remain forever unprotected :

" For
we are a trading people, and don't care for poe-
try," though we do, by-ihe-way, profess to be
very proud of our poets ; while healthful amuse-
ments, cheerful means of recreation, and whole-
some fancies, must fade before the stern utili-

tarian joys of trade.

These three oharacteristice are strongly pre-

sented at every turn full in the stranger's view.
But the foul growth of America has a more tan-

gled root than this, and it strikes its fibres deep
in its licentious Press.

Schools may be erected east, west, north,

and south ; pupils be taught, and masters rear-

ed, by scores upon scores <if thousands ; col-

leges may thrive, ctKirches may be craiimied,

temperance may be difTused, and advancing
knowledge in all other forms walk through the

kmd with giant strides ; but, while the news-
paper press of America is in, or near, its pres-

ent abject state, high moral improvement in

that country is hopeless. Year by year it mnst
and will go back ; year by year the tone of pub-

lic feeling must sink lower down ; year by year
the Congress aiid the Senate must become of
less account before all decent men ; and, year
by year, the memory of the Great Fathers of
the Revolution must be outraged more and more
in the bad life of their degenerate child.

Among the herd of journals which are pub-

lished in the States, there are some, the reader

scarcely need be told, of character and credit.

From personal intercourse with ascomplished
<];cntlemen connected with publications of this

clag^i i have derived both pleasure and profit.

But the name of these is Few, and c f the others

Iiegioa ; and the influence of the good is pow-
«!rles3 to counteract the mortal poison of the bad.

Among the gentry of America; among the

well-informed and moderate ; in the learned

professions ; at the bar and on the bench, thero

is, as there can be, but one opinion in refer-

ence to the vicious character of these infa-.

mous journals. It is sometimes contended—

I

will not say strangely, for it is natural to seek

excuses for such a disgrace—that their influ-

ence is not so great as a visits would suppose.

I must be pardoned for saying that there is no
warrant for this plea, and that every fact and
circumstance tends directly to the opposite con-

clusion.

When any man, of any grade of desert in in-

tellect or character, can climb to any public dis-

tinction, no matter what, in America, without

first grovelling down upon the earth, and bend-

ing the knee before this monster of depravity

;

when any private excellence is safe from its at-

tacks, and when any social confidence is left un-

broken by it, or any tie of social decency and
honour is held in the least regard; when any

man in that Free Country has freedom of opin-

ion, and presumes to think for himself, and

speak for himself, without humble reference to a

I
censorship which, for its rampant iginorance and


