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service. In a little more than seven years, he had

risen from an ensign to be a licut.-colonel. Owing

to gross mismanagement and peculation on the

part of his predecessor, who was in conseciucnfo

recommended privately to sell out, if he did not

wish to stand the ordeal of a court martial, the

reirimcnt was sadlv disorganized ; but the com-

mander in chief, the late Duke of York, was heard

to declare that Lieut.- Colonel Brock, from one of

the worst, had made the 4J)th one of the best

regiments in the service.

In 1798, the 49th was quartered in Jersey,

whence it proceeded to England early the follow-

ing year, to take part in the projected expedition

to Holland, as in 1799 the British Government

determined on sending a strong military force to

that country, then in alliance with the French

republic, which force was to be joined by a Rus-

sian army. The first English division, consisting

of twelve battalions of infantry, among which was

the 49th, and a small body of cavalry, assembled

at Southampton under Sir Ralph Abercromby,

and, having embarked, finally sailed from the

Downs early in August. On the 2Gth of that

month, the fleet, consistin of fifteen ships of the

line, from forty-five to fifty frigates, sloops, and

smaller vessels of war, and about one hundred and

thirty sail of transports, anchored along the coast

of North Holland, from the mouth of the Texcl

as far as Calants-Oge. Early the next morning,
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