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THE STORY OF LOUIS RIEL. 9

bial mumificence for him in the person of Madame Mas- '
son, 0 Tmo’btmnfr In later years it was reserved to the
same bishop to go out as a mediator between Government
and a band of rebels which had at its head a man whose
hands were reddened with the blood of a settler. This
rebel and murderer was the same lad uponn whom the
bishop had lavished his affection and his interest. ;
Louis, the elder, was travelling upon the plain, when
he met his son, bound for the civilized East, to enter
his studies, He had é)a'de in the lad, and said to his
companions that one he knew he would have occa~
gion to glory in him. ey said good-bye, the father
seasoning the ra.rumh wholesome words of advice,
the son with filial submission receiving them, and stori
them away in his heart. This was their last parting,
their last ing. Before the son had been long at his
studies he that his father was dead. His nature
was deepl ;ll::ctionate, and the painful intelligence over-
whelmed him for many days, At school he was not dis-
tinguishéd for brilliancy, but his tutors observed that he
solid , and much intellectual subtlety. He was
not a great favourite among his class-mates generally,
because/ his manners were shy and reserved, and he
shnﬂ? from, rather than courted, the popularity and

 leadership which are the dulﬂiﬁ aims of so many lads in

their school-days. Yet he many friends who were
warmly attached to him; and to these he returned an
equal affection. One of his comrades was stricken down
with a loathsome and fatal malady, and all his comrades
fled in fear away from his presence” But Louis Riel, the
“half-breed,” as the boys knew him, bravely went to the
couch of his stricken friend, nursing, and bestowing all
his attention and affection upon him, and offering consol-
ing words. It is related that when the last moments
came, the sufferer arose, and flinging his arms around
Louis’ neck, poured out his thanks and besought heaven
to reward him. Then he fell wards and died.
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