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and their feats of government, we (hould become ac-

quainted with the moft fecret avenues of their power ?

Should we not then be always expofed to the efFeds of

their jealoufy ? Would not the convoys be liable to be

intercepted, our forts blocked up, and the garrifons

ftarved upon the leaft variance with them ? and would

not the fame differences ftill fubfift between us and the

French about the boundaries between us ?

Both nations being fettled on oppofite banks of the

Miffifippi, might it not be the means of introducing a

reciprocal trade very detrimental to the true interefls of

this nation ? Would not there always remain a fquabble

about the fole property of the Miffifippi ? Would it not

be a perpetual bone of contention ? Would not both

claim a right to the navigation of it ? And as the French

no fooner form a fcheme, than they put it in execution,

might they not eafily interrupt the communication be-

tween our forts ? Might they not crofs the river, and

make a conqueft, not only before any reinforcement

could be fent, but even before proper intelligence could

be received of an attack ; or if fuch intelligence was re-

ceived before the neceflary preparations could be expe-

dited to relieve the garrifon ? We have an inftance of

this in the prefent war : how difficult has it proved to

gain the leaft intelligence of the fate of Fort Loudoun ?

How many times was it reported to have been taken,

and when it was take?i, was it not with much ado cre-

dited ?

Befidcs, Sir, what would be the confequence of

confining the French even to the wefl of the Mif-

fiffippi. The country, if we reckon to ti:e parts in-

habited by the fubje6ls of Spain is of m>jch greater extent

than the habitable parts of Canada, the foil infinitely

more
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