
470 FRENCH AMERICA,
The Dutch, foon after this, having thrown off the Spanifli

yoke, and not fatisfied with fupp.;rting their independency by a
fuccefsful dcfenfive war, and Hufhcd with the juvenile ardor of
a growing commonwealth, thoy purfucd the Spaniards into the
remoteft rccefles of their cxtcniive territories, and grew rich,

powerful, and terrible, by the fpoils of their former mafters.

They particularly attacked the poflcnions of the Portugucfe
;

they took almoflall their fortrefTcs in the Eaft Indies, and then
turned fheir arms ujion Brazil, where they took (even of the

captainfhips or provinces ; and would have fubdued the whole
colony, had not their career been rtopt by the archbilhop, at

the head of his monks, and a few fcattcred forces. The
Dutch were, hov/ever, about the year 1654, entirely driven

out of Brazil ; but their Wcit-India company ftill continu-

ing their pretenfions to this country, ami harrainng the Portu-

gucfe at lea, the latter agre* d, in 1661, to pay the Dutch
eight tuns of gold, to relincjui'h their interoft in that country

;

which was accepted ; and the Portugucfe have remained in

peaceable poiTeflion of all Brazil from tliat time, till about the

end of 1762, when tiie Spanifh governor of Buenos Ayies,

hearing of a war between Portu;;aI and Spain, took, after a

month's fiege, the Portugucfe frontier fortrefs called St. Sacra*

nicnt ; but, by the treaty of peace, it was reftored.

FRENCH AMERICA.
THE pofTeiTions ..id clainiS of the French before the laft

war, as appears by their maps, confifted of almoft the

whole continent of North America ; which vaft country they

divided into two great provinces, the northern of which they

called Canada (comprehending a much greater extent than the

Britifli province of that name) and in which they included a

great part of our provinces of New-York, New-England,
and New-Scotland. The fouthern province they called Loui-

fiana, in which they included a part of Carolina. This di-

ftribution, and the military difpofition which the French made
to fupport it, formed the principal caufe of the laft war be-

tween Great Britain and that nation, the ifl'ue of which is

well known to all the world. For while the French were

rearing their infant colonies, and with the moft fanguine

hopes, forming vaft defigns of an cxtenfive empire, one

wrong ftep in their politics loft them the whole ; their imagi-

nary empire, which exifted only upon the face of their maps,

vaniftied like fmoke. They over-rated their ftrength ; and by

commencing hoftilitics many years too foon, they were driver^

from


