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companionship of this volume, and are not generally ac-

cessible to a large body of readers of poetry. Rain on

the Roqf'is included for the reason assigned in an accom-
panying note. The Water-Wheel has been a fugitive

without a father so long, that this opportunity was taken

to name its author. William Cullen Bryant had the

courage to give the Beatitifnl Snow a place in his

Library of Poetry and Song^ although denied sanctuary

by Dana and other editors. As it appears in this volume
the last verse has been restored. Some readers may
be interested in comparing it with the Beautiful Snow
written by Major Sigourney, who was long credited with

the authorship of the more famous poem.

As the reader comes to the end of poem after poem in

this collection well worthy the pen of a master, but with-

out a sign to show whence it came, he must remark the

result of one of the most inexcusable faults of modein
journalism. Some newspapers make it a rule not to

publish the names of their own writers who contribute

poetry, while others systematically reprint verses with

only the name of the publication from which they are

clipped, ignoring the signature appended to the original

verse. From the blank spaces at the foot of the un-

claimed poems in this volume there rises an appeal to the

publishers of newspapers to do a sm^U justice to the

minor poets of the English tongue. It says with irre-

sistible logic, "If a poem is worth publishing at all, its

author is worthy of recognition."

Little more remains to be said. It is not pretended

that all the selections herein were written within the

years mentioned on the titlepage. Indeed, some of

them are " old vagrants," and the date of many more it

is impossil.le to fix, for newspaper poetry travels in

cycles, the same piece turning up in the same " Poet's

Corner" about once in seven years. Unlike standard

collections from tht best authors, this volume contains

a very small percentage of poems to be found elsewhere.

It preserves many that would otherwise have nerished

by the wayside,— lost for want of a collector. It is sui

generis. Perhaps it may inspire future editions to which
a more exacting standard of excellence can be applied.

If in its pages there is shown the possession of a dis-
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