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• know)edf(e of the French or Oerman
crammar respeotively may be nbt'titated

for a knowledge of the Bngliah grammar
and the oertificatas to the teachers express-

ly limited aocordinely. The county councils,

v/ithin whose jurisdiotion there are French
or Oerman settlements, are authorised to

appoint one or more persons (who in their

]nd :. -neat may be competent) to examine oan-
did« „es id the French or Oerman lanauage.
But
Nowhere TkreaRhvat These eff«la(l*as

is there any authority given to a teacher
who is not able to spell the EogUah lan-

guage, understands the etymology of Eng-
fiah and write a composition in the English
language, and so also with regard to the
second-class and so also with regard to the

fint'Claas certificates. I establish therefore

that never has there been, according to the
regulations of the department, any authori-

ty whatever for the employment or certifi-

cation of teachers to teach in these aohooh
who were not able to read, write or spell in

the English lauKuage. Mr. Mowat would
lead you to think otherwise. Mr. Mowat
said Mr. Bo^ts had in 1885 stimulated the

study of English in the schools. Why, sir,

for years and years before Mr. Ross became
Minister of Erluoation it was part of the
regulations of the department that the

coarse of studies shoold include reading in

the English tougue from one end of the pro-

vince to the other. I read now from the

courfee of study in the regulations of 1879,

under which it is provided :

"The programme or course of study for

the public schools shall be according to the

annexed tihle so far as the circumstances of

the particular schools will allow the same
to be followed. But whenever the oircnm-
stances require, such modifications of the

programme are permitted as thereupon be-

some necessary. It will be the duty, how-
ever of the inspector to see tbat no depar-

tures from the programme are made without
sutflcient cause. First class, reading and
English literature, tablet leasons, First

Rciider, first part ; ditto, second part

;

second-class, Second Reader, third class Third
Reader, and so on to the sixth class, which
includes critical readmg of selections of

English literature prescribed for the inter-

mediate examination."
So you will see my statement ia amply

borne out by the regulations of 1877 and
1878, and in these regulations provision was
made that English should be taught in

every class in every school in the province

of Ontario, and an it was in the regulations

which preceded 1878. Therefore,

Mr. K«BH Is Not Kntltled to Take Any Credit

to himself in moving in the way of teaching

English in the sohools. In order that ;^oq

may have a better appreciation of what ho
has done towards the English language ma4
English in the schools, how much do yoa
tl^ink he said of the English language should
be taught in the first and second classes 7 Ho
said two hours per weak. (Laughter.) "Two
hours of English per week"—the rest might
be all Fieu3h— and in the other two claaaea

four hours ; in all the other classes all the
rest might be French. Why, Mr. Ross wai
not up to the times and not even to the
regulations, and yet he and the Qlohe are

takiui; great credit to themselves for what
they have done in the way of advanoing
English in the eastern section of the pro-
vince. Now, Mr. Chairman, this matter
has attracted attention in consequence of
the newspapers taking up the cry and pub-
lishing the state of matters in the eastera
counties. An instance that brought it to

the notice of the public was that in L'Orig-

nal the English people had constructed a
school, which they controlled. They were
driven out by the increaee of the French
pnnniation. These English people were
compelled to start a school under the pro-

viaiona of the " Separate School Act " and
begun in the year 1876 and from that time
onward. The newspaper press has continu-

ed to stamp on the public mind and to

clamor against this outrage, which existrd

in thn eastern portion of this province. Now
what was Mr. Rosa doing at this time 7 Pass-
ing this regulation, which waa

I^sseBlng the Amunat of English »n^

that ought to be taught in the school. That
is all that can be found in connection with
his work. Why, in an important matter
such as this was, did he not go down him-
self into th= counties of Pieacott and Rus-
sell and exumint^ this affair 7 What do wo
pay him for? What is the Minister of Ed-
ucation for 7 Was it not his duty on hear-

ing these aeriou!) complaints to inveatigat«>,

so that from his place in Parliament he
would be able toaay juat how matters atood
in that portion of the piovince of Ontario!
He did not go. He sat in his office manipu-
lating the changes by means of which he
waa increasing his patronage and power, but
doing nothing to remedy these evila that
were pointed out in the press. I want to

read to you two letters which, during that
time, passed between Mr. Ross and the aa-

siatant inspector in that district in order to

show just how careless Mr. Robs was of the
duties he had to perform. Mr. Dufort, the
French assistant inspector in those two
conntiea, on the 2nd February, 1886, wrote
to the Minister of Education :

CuRRAN, Feb. 2, 1880. >

Th* Hon, the Minister of Education, Toronto:

Sib,—It is now more than a year ago since ]
applied bo you (9.MX!9 ^ e^rie^ of . books aul.^


