
FEBRUARY 11, 1947 325
Immigjration Act

There the han. member for Lake Centre
stopped. I continue ta read, and these words
are, I think, mast important:
-and to bring Chinese persons under the general
provisions of the Immigration Act and no longer
under.legislation1 applying exclusjvely to persoa
of Chinese origmn.

The only general Immigration Act that I
know of is covered hy Order in Council 695.
On the other hand, we are told taday by the
minister that it is the intention to bring these
people under Order in Council 2115, passed on
September 30, 1930, which provides that Asia-
tics must be citizens rather than residents
before Vhey are permitted to bring their famn-
ilies into the country.

I refer to another privy council order. On
June 17,1931, Order in Council 1378 was passed,
which provided that no Chinese resident could
become a Canadian citizen withaut the con-
sent of the Chinese gavernment. It was appli-
cable to hoth Chinese and Japanese. That
is one of the reasons why the Chinese are not
citizens. There was a reason for that at that
tirne. In those days France, Britain and the
United States had some extraterritorial rights
ini China. It was common practice for Chin-
ese nationals to becorne either British subjects,
French subjects or United States subi ects if
that were -possible, and then they were no
longer subject to Chinese law. If they were
criminals f hey could not be apprehended by
the Chinese authorities. In doing away with
the extraterritorial rîghts, the Chinese
attempted to meet the situaLtion. I said that
that order in council was passed in June, 1931.
Under pressure from the Japanese gavern-
ment, that order in council with respect to
Japanese was rescinded in August, 1934, and
some other form was retained which was
suitable to them. I recaîl vividly that last
year Russia attempted to tellilher nationals
in this country what they ought to do under
a certain set of circumstances, and this gov-
ernmenýt was quick to tell their residents of
this country, whether they be Russians or
whoever they may be, what their rights were.
The sarne thing was true of Poland. The only
fair thing for the government to do at the
moment is to see that Order in Council 1378 is
rescinded as quîckly as possible so as to leave
the choice of citizenship to individuals rather
than to the country of their origmn.

On its face the measure seemns acceptable.
It speaks of repealing the Chineee Immigration
Act; but when the bull is f.ully serutinized one
can only corne to the conclusion that it is
a haif measure; it is a measure which Jacks
in generosity and does not do away with the
discriminatory practices. In passing this

measure, I feel a sense of guilt that we are
not carrying out what I think is the feeling of
the people of Canada or the intent of the
Prime Minister.

The act seerns unreal hecause it does not
do what I think the people of Canada want
it ta do. Sa far as I arn concerned, I make
this simple statement. I want people of
colour in Canada to enjoy the sarne rights
that I enjoy. For that reason, today I think
we are doing the wrong thing when we could
easily do the right thing and do it graciously
and generously. In bringing in this bill in its
present form, we are retreating in disorder ta
what I believe is not a previously prepared
position. We shaîl have to deal with this
problem again, and we shahI probably keep
the question alive much longer than. we
should.

I arn for the bull at the present time. That
is as far as I can go. I hope that when the
goverament has more time it will give the
problema of immigration, as well as this
particular problem, that consideration which
is due to it, s0 that we rnay have something
that we can deal with before the session has
eoncluded.

Hon. HUMPHREY MITCHELL ý(Minister
of Labour): Mr. Speaker, the bill in question
lias heen deait with in an able manner by the
different speakers in the debate. I was not
here this afternoon when the han. member for
Lake Centre (Mr. Diefenbaker) made same
reference ta the recent mavernent fram Italy
of aur allies, the Palish people. He rnade
same reference ta the medical examination
there and said, that he was given ta under-
stand, that there was none at ail. Although
the rnedical aspect of the matter clid not came
uinder my jurisdiction, Jet me say ta him that
these Polish soldiers who fought the enemy,
might I say, from the beginning of the war-

Mr. SINCLAIR (Vancouver North): And
very bravely.

Mr. MITCHELL: And very bravely, as the
hon. member for Vancouver North (Mr.
Sinclair) bas said.

Mr. FERGUSON: Sa did the Canadians.

Mr. MITCHELL: I shaîl carne ta my hon.
friend and the Canadians in a minute.

Mr. FERGUSON: The minister is always
boasting the fareigners.

Mr. MITCHELL: My hon. friend's ances-
tor's were foreigners before they came here.

Mr. FERGUSON: No, they were flot; they
were British, the sane as the rninister's.


