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The Address

the interests of Mr. Clements, the then
Government candidate, and naturally in
the course of his tour he showered jewels
of promise wherever he went. He was
the most promising man I ever saw in that
connection, promises fell from him like
water from a watering cart in our streets
on a dusty day—and, I might add, the
effects were about as ephemeral. Perhaps
it is more appropriate that I should say
promises fell around like manna from
Heaven, and in the course of his tour
through the district this bountiful Santa
Claus I have been told—I would not
guarantee the accuracy of my information
—promised at one place an aeroplane postal
service. Does the hon. member recollect
making that promise? C

Mr. STEVENS: No, indeed, I do not.

Mr. NEILL: I thought that was what
the hon. gentleman would say. I am re-
minded by this incident how often we find
in our course through life that the problems
of human life can best be solved by re-
sorting to the wisdom of the prophets of
old. I think it was Solomon who said that
in the multitude of counsellors there is
wisdom. And in the multiplicity of prom-
ises is there forgetfulness! I leave it to
you, Sir, and to the House to judge what
a profligacy of promises he must have
pledged himself to when he has forgotten
such an extravagant promise as this. But,
Sir, I must be frank—and I am always
frank, especially when I cannot be other-
wise—I will admit that the hon. member
for Vancouver Centre did make a hit in one
part of my constituency. In the city of
Cumberland Mr. Clements, the government
candidate, secured a majority of 181 out
of a total vote of some 700 or 800, and for
that result he was largely indebted to the
actions of my hon. friend from Vancouver
Centre. I may mention incidentally that
outside of places with votes of not more
than 50 that was the only place in the
whole vast riding in which Mr. Clements
did secure a majority. In places where
there were only a few votes, composed
mostly of government henchmen, he did
get a majority, more particularly in
some of the northern parts of the riding
where I was not able to go because my
campaign was very short; in those places
where his cannery friends were located
he invariably secured a majority. In this
connection I should like to tell the hon.
Minister of Marine and Fisheries (Mr. La-
pointe) that those same cannery men who
worked so hard and gave their time,
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influence and money in support of the
then government candidates throughout
British Columbia, are the self-same gentle-
men who are besieging his office to-day ask-
ing for favours that they are not entitled to,
favours which their then government friends
on this side, to their credit be it stated, con-
tinually refused them. The voice may be
a [ittle different, it may be the voice
of Esau, but the soul is the soul of Jacob.
If you wish any concrete evidence of the
way in which the hon. Minister of Marine
and Fisheries is being persecuted by this
vicious lobby, you have only to look at his
shrunken, wasted appearance to realize
that the importunity he is subjected to
hardly permits him to get his meals.

Coming back to the Cumberland vote,
T should like to offer an analysis of the
nature of that vote, because the hon.
leader of the Government (Mr. Mackenzie
King) might call Cumberland a Tory
stronghold—a term which I would not use—
and account for the result in that way; but
the facts are very different. As a matter
of fact, Cumberland is the last place, to
my mind, for a Tory to expect favors from
because it is composed of very intel-
ligent electors. The class of men there, are
miners and, as I said before, mostly Scotch
miners. A great many of them are Social-
ists, and I may say that a large number of
those that formed my committee in Cum-
berland were Socialists. I have the very
greatest respect for the Socialism those men
talk. Their brand of Socialism is nothing
to be laughed at; on the contrary, it is a
well thought out theory of economic laws
which we perhaps sooner or later will have
to consider. At any rate, I want to
emphasize that they are a fine type of
intelligent men. Why did such intelligent
men vote for my.opponent? There must
have been a-reason. Was it because the
hon. member for Vancouver Centre assured
them on his knightly honour that the hon.
leader of the Opposition (Mr. Meighen)
was going to be returned to power? I do
nrot think so, because they did not believe
1it. Well then, was it because he assured
them in the most positive terms that he
bad been here and found that the main
support of the Conservative government
would be withdrawn if Mr. Clements were
not returned from the district of Comox-
Alberni? I do not know whether that was
the reason, or whether it was because he
pledged his assurance that he had positive
information that Mr. Clements would be
elected on the 6th day of December—he
was very nearly elected, had he got only 1,300



