
COMMONS DEBATES.
per cent. ; over year 1879, 20-25 per cent. While th
price has gone up the quality has deteriorated seriously
and it is only from necessity that the goods are bought
The competition is with England. Here the oceai
and inland freight is a clear gain to home producer.
have already given a statement showing the rates o
of duty on cottons imported. To this must be added a con
siderable sum for freight and charges, making an enormou
protection. Yet goods are coming in in great quantities
The mills keep just low enough to enable them to get th
orders. Instead of getting the goods (as would be assu med
by Gault's letter) at au advance of only 5 to 7 per cent
over similar goods, or the goods in competition, we ge
the goods at nearly the highest point which duty anc
freight allow manufacturers to charge. Then, as to colored
goods, Gault says it is impossible to arrive at any accurate
estimate. But we have once more the best test: the demand
is greater than the supply; the foreign supply is hainpered
with duties of 30 per cent. and over. Therefore, the home
market can and does charge almost all that. The genera]
result is that we are paying within a shade of duty point.
That duty point may average (without freight) about 30
per cent.; and therefore we are paying that much, leaving
out freight and charges for fluctuations. If the home product
was at mill prices, $5,000,000, and assuming only 25 per cent.
advance over cost abroad, we would have paid for our
home-made cottons $1,000,000 more than the cost abroad. No
wonder cotton men grow rich. But I will
add some further proofs of the proposition I
have advanced. I have some letters and a memorandum
of actual transacions in addition to those already given.
Now, these are the comparisons we are to take. What is the
sense of the Minister bringing forward a lot of grades and
styles of American white cottons which betr no comparison
whatever with the Valleyfield cottons ? Of the brands to
which I referred only one or two may be compared with the
Valleyfield LLL, the consumption of which 1s insigni-
ficant, and he omitted to consider what the goods were and
what their cost was which did come in competition with
Canadian goods, the British goods, and what the rate of
duty is, and how the prices go with reference to them. The
prices with reference to them go as above stated, that the
Canadian manufacturer charges almost within a shade, the
whole advantage, the cost abroad, duty and freight added.
Now, the general result is, that the duty being over 301
per cent, we are paying between 25 and 30 per cent. for,
Our varions commodities of cotton beyond the cost abrcad.
As I have stated the mill prices would be
about five millions out of a total product of from 14
to 16 millions pounds, and if we pay 25 per cent. more than
the cost abroad, that means that if the price abroad were
four millions while we were paying five, the duty enhances
Ihe price of Canadian cottons to the people of this country
by one million dollars, which I believe is the lowest
estimate which we can rmake of the cost to this country of
the system which the hon. gentleman bas introduced. 1
vish to give some further evidence of the proposition I
have advanced and I will read some further letters on the
subject.

" Of cotton goods mentioned, such as tweeds, ducks, bed ticks
colored shirtings (Oxford), although made in Canada, the heavy duty
charged on imported goods of some classes is not sufficient to keepthen out of the country. In some or rather in nearly every instance
the inported article. are much the best, and most desirable, and more
than hold their own with the Canadian manufactured articles so that theactiuai cost to the consumer is not only increased by the amount of duty
Paid on each and every description of goods but als2 by the merchants,
Percentage of profit on that duty paid, as the profit is put on to the
actual cost of goods delivered, including duty, &c.

" In the matter of bed ticks, ducks, bleached cottons, &c., the pricesare so regulated by the Canadian manufactureras to take the faul benefit
Of the protective tariffby giving the wholesale buyer the very smallestinargin of choice in favor of Canadian-made goods. They eut it sofine in many instances as to defeat the end they seek to obtain.

I note your remark, the statement is boldly made, that in domestics,
grey, ald'whites, and indeed generally, the prices are but slightly above

> United States miii prices, and are snpplied as thoy would be if irnported
at a 10 per cent. fiuty.

'If, however, the duties were reduced to 10 per cent , these are the
very parties who wouid most object. When the 17ariff was 17J per cent.,

n manufacturers of domestie stapies did not find it sufficient to keep ont
Americatn goods, and if the duties were reduced to 10 per cent. there le
not a miii ln Canada that wouid be able to continue operations, as

fEngiand and the United States both would suppiy ail Canada at iower
1- prices than the same qualities could be macle in the Dominion.

IlIn many goods, calied by the samie names ln Canada and the United
States, the inakes are so dissimiiar as to be quite unsuitabie to the smre

*purposes of use. 1 more especialiy allude to grey or unbieacked cot-
etoni, which in Canada are ail of stout or thick threads, very rough in

finish, and flot so fine in texture as those of the United States.
IlThe firat cost of these goods is so low in both countries, that theJ.Canadian duty of lc. per square yard and 15 cents ad valorem, le suffi-

t dient to compel the people to use the Canadian, though not as desirable.
lIn the fluer grades costing in the United States at present 7j cents, and
Supwards, we stitl import.

"There are no such goods of fine thread and ciosely woyen, made iii
BOanacia.

'IThe duty paid, as per eopy of entry, yen wiii see amountu te 28 per
cent., and as the goods are to be obtaine d at ail tim-'e, n ordering, it ie
only necessary to purchaae iu small quantities.

tgCOPY of Entry.

"1 baie unbieached cotton, $68.58, $59 at 15 per cent.....$8 85
"808 Yards ati1cent...........,, ... ... 808

"About 28î per cent. duty. $16 93
"In 29 inch unbleached drill, Pepereil & Lyman Mille (twilled

grey cottori), the duty amounîs to 24t per cent. as per entry foilowine.
The cost ln the United States at present is 81 cents per yard ii
Canada, at Hochelaga Milis, 101 cents.

"C'opy o Entry, November 15, 1881.

"2 baies unbieached cotton, $97.02, $97 at 15 per cent ... $14 55
"947 yards at 1 cent .................................... ..... 9 47

$24 02
Il 24-a per cent. duty.

"The above cost us ianded at our door l0iý cents per yard; the Can-
adian exactiy the same, inciuding freight and cartage; and there is no
choice whatever in quaiity or make between the United States Peperel
Milîs. Lyman M11ilîs, and the Canadian Hochelaga. You wil perceive,
however, the duty 24Î per cent. is considerabiy in advance of 10 per
cent.

lu bleached or white cottons the difi'erence is more marked. In Can-
ada there le oniy one mili making these gaode, at V'alleyfield. We have
imported a few from tiue United States this season, but not many, as the
demand for manufactures of this ciass in the United States, in conse-
quence of the generally iiveiy state of trade in that country, han forced

up ~ I th Copy of Entry, October 6, 1881.

"1 case white cotton, $119, at 15 per cent ......... $17 85
2163 yards, at le.............o,....21 63

Percentage of duty, 33J. $39 50

IlThere le no Canadian bieached cotton of similar make -or q1iaiity of
the above, but the per centage of duty is a long way from 10 per cent.
From England, however, we have had considerable bieached or white
cottons since Juiy, a3 they were cheaper there this season than in thie
United States. We give beiow a cop)y cf Customg Houe. entries to illuE-
traie per centage of duty and comparison withi Canadian ; 30t per cent.
diity is, however, a long way from 10 per cent. Goode as under we
have received several tintes this season, that is to say repetîtions of the
same guods -

"Copy j Invoice, October 7, 1871.
£ s. d.

"1 case 30 per cent. white cottans-
34 inch, 20 per cent. mediumn cottons, 2ti.,

1,057 yds .... .................... ......... 12 2 3
31-inch, 10 per cent. diamond cottons, 3d.,

843J yds.......................... ..... ... 10 10 10
Packiug case ....................... ......... O0 12 0

Total........................... 23 5 1

tg£xtractfrom Cueloms Entry of above, ex SS. 'T7oronto,'
October 31, 1881.

"1 case bleacbed cottons, £22 13e. Id., $110 at 15 per cent., $16.50;
1,724 yds. at le , $17.24-$33.74.

"Percentage duty, ý0 per cent.
"0f the aboe., the cotton eosting sterling 2*4. cost us, landed at eut-

door, 7il9c-, and Is very much superior to Canadian, costing us 8*0. net,
irrespective of freight. Aithough placed side by side with the Canadiau
at higher percentage of profit for price, the Engliah invariably »W.14 i
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