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‘*d we will attach considerable irportance to it.
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ihe freas: Will the Secretary of State for External Affairs be the Minister to
head this rission to Latin Amsrica?

No, T find that it'is supposed t6 be some other Minister, I regret.to

zay, thouch I am hoping I might go, I think I an going to be too busy at that tine.

Ministers rather than the Secretary of State for External
Jhat will be the purpose of this mieeion?

The purpose of this mission will be to proxote relations not only in

tmde but in cultural affairs and political a.tfd.re. This vould be a broadly
based mission that would be concerned about all upecu of our relstionship,

Could you tell us in \rhich French epetking countriea the Government
establish five new rmissions?

I regret. that I cannot — I would nke to assure you that the rive
it is part of the courtesy of 1ntemtioml uffnra thnt you should

always have an agrment with the govern=snt concerned before you announce the

rnissions that you are appointing,

Is it in Africa?
Yes, some of the Missions we are taling about are in Africa.

As 8 supplercntary, Mr. Sharp, I think that Mr. Benson indicated in

fecember that we wrere not to open two new rdssions in French speaking Africa on

econony, and this statement says by 1969; I would 1ike to know whether
during this current fiscal year or thether it will be late '69 or even
llo, 1t is our intention to appoint then by '69 and they arehincluded
projections of expenditures that have been epproved by the Treastry Board.
The next fiscal year?, ,

I am not'quite sure when they will Se that 1s why I said by 1969,

’harp, could you tell us how large a missien you envissge for the Latin

‘merican tour and roncibly indicate ‘which Ministers it rdght be?

ilo T anm not in a position to say that, It will be a representative mission
It will be headsd by Ministers I can




