
avoiding unnecessary measures restricting use and development of 
electronic commerce. We endorse our Ministers' call for the establishment 
of an ad hoc analytical task force in the WTO which would examine how 
WTO rules are relevant to the evolution of electronic commerce. 

25. We commend the confidence-building measures adopted in the WTO, 
including those on market access for least-developed economies and those 
addressing concerns over aspects of the implementation of WTO 
agreements. We urge effective implementation and the participation of 
more economies in the least-developed economies market access initiative. 

26. To increase momentum toward the launch of a new round, we welcome 
the progress made to develop the strategic APEC plan on building capacity 
to implement WTO agreements. We endorse the strategic plan as it has 
been laid out and support decisions by Ministers for its early 
implementation. 

27. We welcome the substantial progress that has been made over the past 
year in the WTO accession negotiations for China and urge rapid 
completion of these negotiations so that China can join as soon as 
possible. We also support rapid accession to the WTO by Chinese Taipei 
and the advancement of the accession processes of Russia and Vietnam. 

28. We note the recent developments in regional trading arrangements in the 
Asia Pacific. We agree that regional and bilateral trade agreements should 
serve as building blocks for multilateral liberalisation in the WTO. We 
therefore affirm that the existing and emerging regional trading 
agreements should be consistent with WTO rules and disciplines. We also 
believe that these arrangements should be in line with APEC architecture 
and supportive of APEC's goals and principles. 

Making APEC Matter More 

29. The people of the region are APEC's most valuable asset. We continue to 
believe that APEC must be a process which is open and transparent and 
which draws on the talents and creativity of our people. We strongly 
encourage the continued engagement and outreach APEC has developed 
with our community and seek to develop partnerships with groups which 
share, and will add impetus to, our goals. 

30. We are pleased to note the increasing participation of women in APEC 
programs and the efforts to ensure that their participation is further 
facilitated and increased. 
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