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Indiscriminate Attacks and
Intentignal Targeting of
Civiliang

Govertunent of Sudan ("GOS"}
forees have attacked villages in
Ruoweng County and Unity State
with Antonov bombers and used
helicopter gunships 1o shoot and
kill ¢ivilians. The GOS deployed
ground troops mcluding; thie
GOS army, GOS-armed militia
{muruhaleen Popular Defence
Force ("PDF").and the forces of
Paulino Matiep} to kill and
terrorize civilians including
v.'jér]nen and children.

Awacks against civilibns have
been ldkll‘lb place since at least
1992 in and ardund the.oil fields
lqcau:sd i the Western Upper
Nile ("WUN"yand are
conlinuing,

A major GOS offensive against
civiliaus-and civilian dccurred
from hday to July 1999, The
towns and villages attacked by
the GOS did not contain
concentrations of rebel militavy
forces, supporters. or assistance.

Internatinnal Humamtarlan and Human Rr

Commion Article 3 of iie Geneva Conventions of 12
August, 1949 ("Common Art.-3"} requires that "persony
taking no active part in the hostilities”, "including members
of drmed forees who bave laid dowen ﬂ‘JElT amms and those

placed hors de combat shall i in all circumstances' be treah.d

humanely, without atry adverse d1sunctmn ioundcr} oT THC,
colowr, religion or failh, sex; birth or wealth; or any other
sirilar criteria. In respect of the above petsons, Ark.3
probibits at any time and n-any place, among other things:

(I} viplence to lifis anld'per'_sonf in particular murder of sl
Kinds; and
{2) summary executions.

Customary indernutional law and Art. 13(2) of Protocol
Additional to.the Geneva Cunventions of 12 Angusi
1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims-of Non-
International Armed Cantlicts ("Prntocul " prolubits:

(1) making civilians as such the object of attack; and
[2) adisor Tll[‘EEitb of vislence, the primary purpose of
wh;-..h is to gpread terror Eunong the civilian papulation.

CustonitaTy interuational 1aw dictgtes that;

( l] all combat activily most be Ju:tlﬁed on military
- grounds; activity that is net militarily necessiry is .
prohibited.

{2} attacks may b directed rinly apainst objects that make a
contritution 10 the cngrny’s inilitaiy effartand are of
tactical and'strategic imporiance. Incidental loss,and
damaye st be minimized. _

{3\.} partics 10 an armed conflict must always distinguaish

1hts lssues Related to Forced Disp
LHpminsdn i

= Common Al 3 applies - non-intemational contlict in the,
tertitory of a State party, and-thus.is applicable to the-uonflict in
Sudan. Ttrequires Lhat all partics 1o the conflict ~ the GOS and the
rebel proups - apply as 2 minimum the requirémerits sit out in
Common A3, )

= Although Comumon Art. 3 does not exprissly prohibit attacks
against civiliang, such attacks by (ke GOS-and its allies against
vivilian men, womien and childéen is in violation of the prohibition
against violence to life, murder of all kinds and summary executiong
of persons not faking part in the- ‘hostilitics.

= Attacks and combat activity by the GOS targeted af civilians ara in
vmlatmn of customary international taw that gives Jmmunlty ber
civilians and requires parties to a-conflict to-distinguish betwesn
civilians.and civilian objects on the one hand and combatants and
mililary targets on-the other, No credible evidence demonstrates that
the civilisng, villages and aceas attacked by the GOS in Ruweng
county and Unity State constituted legitimate mililary largets of
military nbjectwes that¢ontributed fo militiry .1Ll:-::-n and containéd,
for example; concemratmns of SPLA ﬁ:um:s avid personé taking an
achive partin the- conﬂlct or wiere the gite uFmthtary I]'I'it::l"altlﬂ:l‘l'i In
any situation, the GOS atlacks spainsteivilian Oh_]tc.ls and persons
cannot be justificd as militarily necessary nor can'the use.of Antonoy
bomhs and helicopter gunships against civiliang and eivilian objects,

= Actording to Irancis Deng, the Representative of he Secretary-
General of the United Natiois Commission on Hurman Rights Issues
Related to Displaced Persous, even if civilians provide itdirect
sappart to the réhels by, inr cxample, Rup])lwng food, sheltm or
acting as messefgers "they may not be subject (o direcl
individualized attack since ihey pose no immediate Qweat”.
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