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International Humanitarian and Human Rights Law Issues 

Part II Section A - International Humanitarian and Human Rights Issues Related to Forced Dis 
ILMEIDEMITEM11 

Indiscriminate Attacks and 
Intentional Targeting of 
Ci  rj  Ii  jfl 

Government of Sud an 
forces have attacked villages in 
Ruweng County and TJaity State 
With.Autontiv bombera and used 
helicOpter gimshipsilo shoot and 

The WS deployed 
. ground troops inèluding; the  
GOS army, GOS-armedtuilitia. 
(rnurahaleen, Popular Defence 
Force'('PDF" .).and the forces of 
Pau lino Matiep) to kill and 
terrorize,civilians including . 

 woinen and children. 

Attacks against ciVilirnishave 
been talc ingplaCe Since at least 
1992m  and around theoil fields 
locatod in the Western Upper 
Nile ("Vi .e'UNff)rand are 
eontinuing. 

A major GOS offensive against 
civilians and eivilian Oecurred 
from May . to July . 1999, The 
townr and villages attackcd by 
the GOS did  no  t contain 
concentrations of rebel military 
forces, supporters or assistarale: 

Common Article 3 of the G'elieva Conventions  of 12 
• ugust, 1949 17Common Art. -3"):  requires.that "persons -
taking no active part in the hostilities", "including members 
of armed fOrecs who have;laid doWn. 'ben-  arils and those 
'placed .4ickers  de; to.  nibatii hail hi all CirCumstances' beireated 
humanely, Without an adVerse,diStinction ibundcd on'iace, 
colour, religion or 	Se.X, birth or wealth.,  or an"  `Other 
similar criteria. In respect of thc above persons, Ad .3 
prohibits•at any time and in.any,placc, among other,things: 

(1) violence to  lift  and. person, in particular murder of all 
kinds; and 

(2) surnrum ei(ecuthins. 

Customary international law and Art. 13(2) of ProtoCal 
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 Mimi 
1949, and retating to the  Protection. of Victims of Non-
lliberriationat Armed Conflicts ("Protocol 11") prohibits; 

(I) Makinecivilians as such the object of attack; and 
(2) aels or 'threats of ,,,iolenee, the primary purpobe of 

which is to spread terror among the civilian pCpulatiOn. 

Customary intrnational law dictates that: 

all combat - activity must be justified on military 
activity that is not militarily necessary is, 

prohibited. 
attacks Flay be.directed rjrnry against objects that make a 
contribution to  the cnCity's 	e.fforr and are of 
tactical andstrategic .  importance. Incidental loss,and 
damage 'must be minimized. 
parties to pu armed conflict must alwavs distirkguish 

Common  An 3 applies to non-international conflict in the: 
territoiy of a State party, and-thus. is applicable to .the›conflict  in 
Stedan. ltrequircs that all parties to the conflict - the GOS and the 
rebel gnoups - apply as a. minimum  the requirements set Out in 
Col-ninon Art..3. 

Although Common Art. 3 does not expressly prOhibit attacks 
against civilians, such attacks by the GOS and its allies against 
civil]an men, women and children is in violation of the prohibition 
against violence to lifemurdor of all kinds:and summitry cxecutiom 
of peens not .taking part in the'hOS till 

AttaCks and cOmbat activity by the GOS targeted ai  ii iIiam ai e. in 

violation  of customary international law that gives immunity to 
civilians and requires parties to a conflict to distinguish between 
civilians and civilian objects on the  one hand and combatants and 
military tnreets ohthe other. No credible evidence demonstrates that 
the civilians, villages and areas attacked by the GOS in Ruweng 
comity and Unity.' Statc constituted legitimate military targets or 
military objectives theContribuied tO military aetiOn and eorttained, 
for ekamplej concentrations of SP], '114 forees anii pers.°.  nS taking an 

„ 

ac,tive.  part in the conflict or 'Were the sitc br militari installatiOns In 
an', situ.aton, the .É.it ›S Littaeks again« biViii4/1 objects and persons, 
cannot be justi .ficd as militarily necessary  par can'the use.of Antonov 
bombs and helicopter gunships against civilians and civilian objects. 

According» f rands Deng, 'the Representative -  Of the Secretary- , 
General of the .U.nited Nations Commissiohon Hutton Rights Issues 
Related  tu  Displaced Persons, even if  n ilians Providc:indiredt 
support to the rébell -ey ., frir exarnplc-, supplying food, shelter or 
acting as messengers 'they may not b.e subject to direct 
individualized atmck since they pose no immediate direarr. 
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