
Not everyone agreed with Macdonald's analysis that the tragic flaw in the American

Constitution Iay in its defective federalism which failed to give adequate power to the

national govemment. Leonidas Burwell found no fault with American federalism.

Lndeed, be thought tbat "as a principle, of free goverrent it bas been successful" and he

doubted "whether bistory records a like example, under ordinary circumstances, of such

great success and prosperity." For Burwell, the failure to corne to terrns with slavery was

theç great American tragedy. Slavery "was the cause of the war. It was opposed to the

spirit of the age and had to be eradicated."'02 David Christie echoed Burwell's

sentimen~ts. The Arnerican Constitution

has, stopd înany rude tests and but for the existence ... of an element in direct

antagonism to the whole ,genius of their system--negro slavery--the Constitution

would bave cotiwiç to withstand--yes, and after the extinction of that element,

will continue to withstand--all the artillery which their owji or foreign despotism


