
IL THE FTA - ATTENTIVENESS, UNDERSTANDING AMI SUPPORT

A. Attentiveness to andi Understanding of the FIA

Although the free trade deal has been at "centre stage" of the political theatre for a
numnber of months now, the number of Canadians indicating they are closety foilowing the
discussions on the Agreement has declined since October 1987 (46% in May 1988 vs 56%
in October 1987). As shown in Table 1, the current level of attentiveness to the f ree
trade discussions is only slightly higher than that recorded ini the summer of 1987.

Table 1

ATTENTIVENF.SS AND UNDERSTANDING 0F TH-E FTA

JUNE AUGUST OCTOBER MAY
1987 1987 1987 1988i5w- %-%-

FOLLOW DISCUSSIONS
ON FREE TRADE

Closely 41 42 56 46
Not closely 59 59 43 53

UNDERSTAND THE ISSUE
AS WELL AS YOUID LIKE TO

Yes 24 25 N/A 28
No 76 75 N/A 72~

Also found in Table 1 is Canadians' reported leveli of unesading <of the free trad
issu~e. Despite the federal government's efforts to inomthe~ public of the gemn'
contents and anticipated efet, the data show thtteehas no enanychneor

the astyea inthenumer f Cnadins ho eelthe unersandthe issue to hi


