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11. ~ The Parties met at Vientiane al'ter soine.initi.al
çlelay at th'~e end of~ October 1955 but it soon became ,apparent
that thre diffli.ulties.encounte'reâ at Ran.goon were of~ a.
fundamental nature and cou.ld flot be resolved,* Thi. Pathet
Lao stated that they êou.ld not take part in the. 1955
electioris ualJess solution to the various problems raised by
them had beeni £ound while the Royal Government maintained
that they could not meet ail the Pathet Lao demands and
insisted on the restoration of' the Royal Administration in
the. two northern provinces before elections. As the. Parties
could not agree on a cominon basis f'or furtiier discussion, thO
negotiations were. dîsconti4iued..

12. Tihe Royal Government held w4general electionsi
on 25 December 1955'. The Pathet Lao did not participate in
tiiem. .The Comnmi.ssion vas not.asked to pl.ay any part in tii.
eJ.ections and it did not adopt any Official attitude toward$
tiiem. During- the months of December 1955/January 1956 the
Comission received several. letters from both the. Partcies
concerning thie course of' political negotXations so f'ar iield,
as iilso the. Pathet1 Lao'se complaint that the elections held
wer. illegal and invalid. At the. request of botii the.
Parties, the Comrnission forwarded these letters on 25
Novernbpr 1955 to the. Co-Ciiairri-en. Limited co mments on the
attitude of the three Delega-tions on the. question of
elections were later 7iade avai.labie to the Co-Chairmen.
The Canadian~ Deleg-atioi held the view tbat those were not
contrary to the Gen~eva Agreement and tiiat the. Royal
Laotian Government iiad tried tiieir utmost to reach a
politicai settiem-ent with the Pathiet Lao beforehand and ward
bound by their ovin Constitut-ion to iiold elections son'.

tîmein 955 Th Polisii Delegation considred that the

Aeement, and that the. Commission had taken no part in
tiiem and adi mae no comments. The Indian Delegation
took the. view that the. Royal Laotian Qovernment iiad
freedoiu to iold elections viienever tiiey wished under
their own law, but as no political set tiemeut iiad been
reached witii the Pathiet Lao and as tiiey did not partici-
pate i4 the eletions, these eletions wer, n.ot of tii.
type contemplated in the Geneva Agreement.

13. >Afl these dvQlpments liicated that thi.
situation was f'ar fom satisfactory and that the. tension
between thie Parties vas mounting. Ail the Delegations
ver. avare of' the. situation buat differ.4 considerably as
to the, best course of action to b. folloved ini the.
cireusacesp, As early as 1.4 Decomber 1955 the. Canadian
De1egation had moved a resolution entitled '"estoration Of'
the. Royal Administration of the tvo provinces of piiongipl
and Sam Neua", taking tiie viev that sucii a resolution was o
pri4ary importance an wo>4d help stabilise thie situation*
The Po].Usi Delegaiou bowverL vas of the opinion that

thê-pimar concern o1ý the, Commssion vas the maintenanc
of the. cessation of hostilities and that ina so f ar ao h

the Parties themselves) the Commission shou3.4 desist frOM
aziy action until the. vlevs of the. Co-.Chairmen vere k0n.
As a. resul of iantes discussion. the Chairman tablOd an1
.altrnative daf t (kIne11re 3) vdoh vas eventuall a] Pe

on 7 anuay> 156. witih Canaian and In4ian support. b
finl rsoltio reommndd re-estabiahment wtout dIS

ofth Rya Administration in the nortiierri province *D ,
currently with the. necessary measures of integratiofl Of t
Patiiet Lao without discrimination and re q usted the Partie
to open negotiations to achieve these end s, and thua, a


