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and it is anticipated that the Quatsino plant will be ready
for operation during the year. Two other paper plants are
in process of construction, but will not likely be in opera-
tion during the year. The future for paper making in the
province is bright, and this industry is steadily growing in
importance.

Due to receding prices it was not expected that the
mineral output of the provinece would equal that of the pre-
vious year when the total value was approximately $37,-
000,000. However, from incomplete figures the estimate is
that the 1918 output will exceed $37,500,000. The produe-
tion of gold will show an increase due to continued and suc-
cessful operations of the Surf Inlet plant, where approxi-
mately $800,000 of gold was recovered. The production of
copper will show a moderate expansion at reduced prices
fixed by the United States Government, and the output of
zine and lead will be about the same as the previous year.
The production of silver has not increased markedly, though
the value on the average will show a larger increase. The
coal production will show an expansion of approximately
200,000 tons over 1917, when the production was 2,398,715
tons. Had it not been for the epidemic of influenza which
disastrously affected the coal mining industry, the produc-
tion would have exceeded the previous year by almost 500,-
000 tons.

Development in mining has been carried on extensively
throughout the province. Some new shippers have been add-
ed, and old mines have been resusciated or extended. It is
expected that this development will be rather accelerated
during the new year more than in the past. Those mining
distriects which have hitherto been too far removed from
transportation contiguous to the Pacific Great Eastern and
the Canadian Northern Railways, north of Kamloops, are
showing great promise for the future.

The mining outlook for the immediate future is very
unsatisfactory. However before the year is out, stable con-
ditions may return. Considerable unsettlement is felt in the
copper industry, where on January 1st a fixed market price
was ended. The copper situation is, however, in very strong
New York hands, and it will be necessary only to hold a
market, for, say, six months, when the huge demands which
Europe must make for reconstruction and peace business
must be felt. The copper smelters of the province may be
compelled to shut down until these stable conditions arrive.
If not, they certainly will be operated on a very small margin
of profit or involve small losses. The outlook with regard
to lead and zine is somewhat similar, although not to the
same degree. It is difficult to see how the war price of sil-
ver will be maintained. Under decreased operating costs
the mining of gold will be expedited, but not until costs of
material and wages have declined. It is expected that the
production of coal will continue to increase, which should
show an expansion from year to year as new properties are
brought to the shipping point. The demand for coal for
industrial and domestic consumption, and for coke, is ex-
tremely heavy, and the field is available for a much larger
production than the province has yet witnessed.

The experience of the year in fishing has been remark-
able. For an off-year the pack of salmon will exceed any
year in the history of the province, and with the exception
of last year, any year in the packing industry. The salmon
pack is expected to total 1,500,000 cases, aggregating over
$11,500,000 in value. Whatever the new year develops, it
is certain that fishermen will not be paid the handsome
prices that were paid during 1918, nor will the canner re-
ceive the high prices which he got for his pack this year
from the British Government. While halibut fishing has
declined, and will decline so long as conditions of depletion
are permitted to exist, the pack of herring and the catching
of ground fish will inerease in volume. The canning of
whale meat was a new experience for the year, and a ready
market has been built up in the Orient and in the southern
sections of the United States.

Agriculture in the province has in general had a sue-
cessful year. While production has not much inereased,

high prices will undoubtedly raise the total value of the
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