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In due time the eagerly awaited vol-
unie arrived, and great was my delight on

Opening it ta find within the foilawing in-
scription

J. MACDONALD) O\LiY,
With the kind regards of

and that Most exqtîisiteý of his verseý,

Ând if 1 shouldl iire tu be
Th'ie last leaf Uiol the tcee

lIn the spring.
Let tiieili sniie, as" Io nov
A t the nid forsaken hoixgh.

\Vliere I cliîri.,':
with the poet's signature appended, but
a]so a perfect photograph of his shirewd,
kindly, winsome face, with hîs naine in
full benieatb.

Elaving carefully inserted bath the
firfit letter and the photograph in the book,
I need hard]y Fay that 1 have ever since

à regarded my copy of the Il Autocrat " as
apossession of peculiar preciousness.

Sanie years iat r 1 contributed ta the
COiumns of the Sunda y Ž'c/îol Tins an
article on ' The Children in the Library,"
which was, in the main, an expansion and
application of the "lAutocrat's " reinark,

Witb regard to what constitutes a gentle-
mian, "lAbove ail things, as a child, hie
8houid have tumbled about in a iibrary.
Ail men are af raid of books who have not
hanadied them from infancy."

Thinking that possibly Dr. Hoimes
mfight be interested in my develùpment of
his doctrine, I sent hum the article, whcre-
UpOn hie promptly responded
M7Y Dear Sir,-

1 tbank you for your "lsermon,"
Wehich 1 have read with much pleasure. I
amn mucli gratified that you have honored
rue by making use of some words of mine
as a text worth enlarging upon.

Believe me, My Dear Sir,
Yours very truly,

v :RWi:NînLL HO LM î:S.

In cvery case the hand-writing is the
"Autocrat's own throughout, and now

that he has passed away froin us as swectly
and gentiy as hie lived, my brief corres-
Potidence with him must always remain
"le of the most deariy treasured ex-
Pe'riences of My life.

Meontreai, Canadla. OLY

0F BEAUTY.

"lle coinv luted wave, ( nd s first sca-sIieli,
UPg1atlîcrs iiow the deepis great lrarxîîinics;

Ir0l' the far bine an Alp-iike cl'înd dotlî
well,

nariiig its azurcd peaiçs te the heax enlies
y E pirit's outîvarc boinid, hatli liberty
earnesft as risiriu lanie its young love

burns
'l' c thtr ueon gladness flua ingl frec

O'Cr eartlî nid sky as Beautys., face niiturxrs".

Iiaw,ht, is ra'witiî ut tiîy duf licice
11n culring billow's ctîinîinatiîîg swve>,

mX iolintaiii lîniglîts, the strength of
gyrace is sCCii
li, ine, of (ud like colinptorce,-

ItePeseful in the licart of tlîings as siec1î
rl<ibetC iii tire purple, septered, tiiroîii

a 'queeril

Aýt Milias Basin.

-At the German manauxfivres a newshe
SOefor coldiers wili be tried. IL consiste

of a kind of pacte of iinseed ail, vamnish
41n iron fillinge with which the soies ef

se hocs are paintetl. It i>s said ta kecp
leather flexible and gives the choc jreter
re Crene than the best catis.

A NOVEMBER IBYL.

The Indian is not alune in thinking a
goad hunt the greatest earthly delight;
nor is lie the aniy mnan whoie idea of Para-
dise is a tlat expanse of sedge and rank
grasses, a treeless horizon, witlî tire moist,
dreary atiospherp, broken here and theme
lîy streain and pond. No, there miglît be
one more addition ta Gates Ajar." Make
it a heaven where we eail take ai good doga
or two; a, heaven where WvC can creep
through cternity froin forest ganie to that
of tire marsh ; not a iîeaven with glare
and glitter an d music, but one where the
melody will be the wi'ir of the partridge,
the rustle of leaves and the sharp ping.
bang! that follows, where the harrnony is
anc in which swan and mallard, teal and
black duck, each lends aid. The sea there
wouid naL be crystai, but an endicess tract
of sluggish, reed-bordpred, swampy pools;
the only brightnesg,at dim-coiored niorning
holding the flash that heralde the report.
No Warin heaven for us, with insence of
flowers and nrieadow-swieet odors of an
eternai summer's day; far bett,ýr the whist-
iing of the caming storîn that drives tIre
birds to sheiter, the dank sineil of the
sedges, and the brown tints of autumn
every wh ere.

To a home hird this js oine of tire insol-
uiable mysteries; as subtie as fenîînine de-
liight iiifa new bionnet is to thn average
Enai. The word Novonilbor inoans the
drawicg of the curtainehaif an hour eariier
in the evening; a tiret tire in the grate
the putticg away of summner-time things,
and chrysanthemums on tire table, xvith
their glass catching the glint of the lire-
light;ý it meane the cat curied up on the
rgua and the chidren's heur, when boy.
prince.3 and fairies have te be toici of, and
retoid again. 'Po sanie of us it nîeans a
turne when, ioeking ixîto those giowing
coaie, tire past risps up pharîtoin like, acd
voices, long hiushied, are hepari in tire eerie
chimney wailings; te the younger once, a
time wiien epecuiation is rife as ta what is
coin n .

To my mind Novemnber, sinon t wfts
inarried, maeatis a scaw and a skiff, a
shooting-jacket, an nid nruifier and a disre-
putable cap for one of uR, a greasy rubbing
of tire-arris, endicesa discussion as to the
size of shot and the making cf cartridges,
the ficdirlg of decoys which, if thny prave
true ta Lheir canin, pronounce the duck a
most credrilous cre-ature ; a raid upon the
store-roorn fer canro mineats, pickles and
sauces, with inaliy a ileepiess night, and
an eariy start for the marshee.

In a dismai ramn we boarded the
ilH-iawatha," ait Sarnia. \Ve gave but

one glirupse into the cabiin, and recognizid
ait once the suitabiiity of Il liawatha.'
Indians everywhere ; Indian babies, frm
papoose etrappcd on, ta baiîy iimit aiod
women who ooked a hundred in face but
were 8tiil quick in moveinent; squaws who
kept ta biankets ani beads, large earringB
and moccacins, and squaws who had cast
aborigicai adornings aside and were
abject lessons in evolution, with han.ge,
artiticiais, auîd mask-veiis. We closed the
door and 9songht shelter under the deck
awning, upon the only dry spot ieft. We
were l)etween the cook-house and the re-
frigerater, aid every tive minutes the cooat
61 troubled us to move,' whiic hie sought
the where withai for supper, which was ta
be served on board. Thi wa tiresome,
but anything rather than the cabin and
the Indians. Past Indian village and Indi

an church, frein anc mouldy dock ta the
next, and the rainy afternoan worc on ta a
briglit sunset. The freight we carried
seemed endiess in disemharking; every
wvharf we left behind was laden. ThoFe
wharves were niarveis of decay; rotten
piles and plantes eaeh hcwing ta its neigb-
bar; dismai haies and staring nail-mares.
out of which the nails had dropped long
ago ; until at letrgth we came upon one
with nothing ieft but poste, and with an
indignant snart the Iliawel/î steamed on.
Froni Lime ta tine skifflioads of decoys
were takeir on board, the wooden eyesH
piainly winking II birds ef a featirer fiock
together.' XVe viewed frein afar Oakiande
and MNt. Ciemene, but the joyc of such re-
sorts wern dead; cieariy, summer wac gene,
and they ioaked cold and unintceeting in
tlîe red autumnal evening. Dartenees. feul,
and oct of il, ioamed Walpole [clamA, and
occasion dl gieams of the eddying chann el
écarté. IIow did that river's nramne ever
lieconi corrupted into "lthe Sinil " Ask
thL people of the Fiats for the cliannc
écarté, and they would stare ; but the Sini
ail mec know. Various red and green
lights met and passed us in the darknes,
secmirig like the eyes of mnonsters bient on
devocring aur smali boat. Thoce saine
iights are the niost successful of decoys,
and put ta shame their woaden brethmen.
0ur captain tald us of a great "ltake
during the previaus ceason. The bright
liiht attracted a flight of ducksi, and iu a
moment they were beaticg about the
shivcring glasis in hundreds, with sticks
and other iînprovised weapans, ailhauds
carryiug on the slaughter. The lighthouse-
keepers tell the saine stary- nicre hirds
boat theinseives ta deatb on the sîdes of
the Beacan than can be. made use of by
tho facrilies.

A sharp turn and we were up the
Sydenirau, ane of the many nieandering,
snag-laden streames with which the district
abounds. We were amocg the whisper-
i ngs of tire grasey reacires wiîere acre upan
acre of tuscacte offers an insecure fohoid
for the himiter, when hie has ta abanrdon
his punt for the bird falien within the
marsh. TIhese rivere are much liko caniais,
with miuddy sides and'bottain; and where,
unprotected b>' roots, are being wash.Ied
wider and mare shaliow, owina te the
traffie, which is great. We saw a group cf
lights, about a ,itone'R-throw disîtant, as
wc judged ; the>' were cear, as the crow
flics ; but wc were not crows anri had to
abide by tire windicgs of the strearn,which
heme behaves like a dissipated snake. Oct
cf the darkne8e we heard an occasienal
cry, now a quack, again a plaintive pip-
ing ; tire fitfui giinting cf fari-house
iights gave way ta those of our village,
which in turc were lest iii the blackness
about tire dock wheme the runner for aur
inn made night stili biacker with the
swiuging of jin old-fa3hioned iantern. We
foiiawed ii anti it up the Bilent street;
together we passed throtigh a iow doorway
and on Up an neyer ending pacsage-way,
thc latter three feet in width, which play-
ed us continuai tricks with its uneven
flcor. No sooner had we stumbied up a
twc-inch sCp Chan we were bead long down
anc cf three,and so on, until an open door
and lights, that reveaied a cupper-tray with
adjunicts, announced that we were "a ft
haone."

The next morning broke clear and
coldish, îvith a bright sun and a hxrzc au
the horizon which meaut fine weather and
continucd, thou.gh, whien it once broke,
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