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certainly desire taece, whatever we may think of increased
taxes against other countries-if we further glance for a
moment at what may be called the patriatic or sentimental
argument, which je made te do yeoman service in this dis-
,ussion. It je claimed that Ilthe members of the saine
great famly should trade with each other an better terme
than with the. foreigner." Il Should they net rather," wo
are asked, Ilsend their goode and money ta their own
people than ta foreign lande ?1" That depende, one might
say, upon aur theory of trade-upon the motives and
abjects of the trader. Most of us have prabably knawn
pereons who would sooner trade with strangers than with
their awn friende and relations, because thcy feit freer ta
get the best termes passible froini trangers. If the thing
proposed is, as Col. Vincent telle us elsewliere, a purely
business matter, the question of relationship has evidently
ne place in the argument. We have no doubt that bath
nations and individuals would ho lifted te a much higlier
plane of life if a large admixturo of Iafty sontiment, or
philanthrapy, cauld be breught jute their business trans-
actions. But for the present and for same tume ta came
the aId law of supply and demand, the buy-in-the-cheapest-
and-sell -in- the-dearesit-market pi inciple wil , wc fear, abtain
in bath Great Brîtain and the Colonies. Each will con-
tinue ta consult siniply her awn intereste. It would be
putting the loyalty of ithor ta a crucial test ta ask chat
in selling sie shauld acccpt a lower, or in buying psy a
higher prico, because of tic family relatianship and thc
aid flag. Na doubt England je juet as eelfish in lier froc
trade palicy as Canada in her protectionisii. It muet be
admitted, novertheless, that ench a praposal as that of the
United Empire Trade League cames with a btter grace
from Cal. Vincent, as a representative of Great Britain,
than frani Sir Charles Tupper, as a representative of Can-
ada. Were weoaurselves English, as we are Canadian, we
fear that the tomptatian would be ta us irresistible ta say,
"lGreat Britain has donc ber part. lier trade is as fre
as it can ho. Let Canada fa]low suit, and the thing will
bc donc.

rtiEE ddress delivered aset winter by Mr. J. G. Bouri-
L ua, befare thc American liietorical Association at

Washington, an the subject of Il Canada and the lUited
States," bas, we are glad te soc, heon publiehcd by that
body, sud thus given a permanent place on its reorde.
Mr. Bourinots paper i8sIl an itorical Retrospect " of
the growtlî aud dcvelopment of Canada, especially in its
relations ta tie Unitcd States, sinco thc history of the
two peoples practically began witli the triumph of Wolfe
on the Plains of Abrahami, ane hundrcd and thirty ycare
ago. Iu tic truc historical spirit Mr. Bourinot recog-
nizes at thc auteet that thecocnflict which had been going
au in Anierica for a century or more before that eventful
(liy was really Il a conflict of antaganistic principles-tho
principle of self-government and freedamn of thought,
againet the principle of centralization sud the repression
tif personal liberty." lu the same spirit ho touches other
epoch-nmaking evente in the course of the subsequent hie-
tory. The truc meaning of the Quebec Act of 1774, fer
example, sud its abviaus intention, arc seen ta have been
"Ita confine the aId Euglish colonies ta tic country
on the Atlantic caast," sud ta couciliate " the new
fiul).jets" of England lîy enlarging the sphere of tic
French régime. fie thus points eut what no anc whoj
lise read the debates which took place in the British Par-i
lisinent prier ta tie passage of that Act can doubt, viz.,i
that the passage of thc Quebec Act was ase much a hostile i
message te the thirteon colonies as a charter of thc pal-i
itical aud religious freedamn of the Canadian French. TheIc
migration inta Nova Scotia, New Brunswick sud Upper1
Canada of forty tiou8and United Empire Loyaliste je
briefly but effectually desît witi as anether of the preg-i
nant ovente whieh at critical periode had muci ta do with 1
dctermining tic dcstiny of Canada, lu tauching upon 1
tic days of II family campactisun " and thc rebellian, iti
may ho daubted whethcr Mr. Bourinot gives sufficient"
credit ta the rash Papineau sud the Il little, peppery i
Scotchman of the name of MacKcnzie," for thc services1
tliey rendered the country by their impetuosity, in hasten-i
ing the advent of representative gevernment and colonialj
freedoi. Itt may ho truc that Il sooner or later the 1
quetians at issue muet have found a satiefactory solution "
by coustitutional methode, but it muet net ho forgetten
that thc struggle had been long continued by sucli methods
witiout muci progrese having been made, and that ta
these rash patriote it is unquestionably due that the great
reforme came soaner ratier than later-possibly veryi

muchl ater. Thus iL often happons in hietory that pas-
terity canclemils the agitatar whilc it reape the fruits of
tho agitation, lu dealing wit.h the. difficulties which have
freim tue ta ime arisen betwceex Caniada sud the Uuitod
States, or, more stricCly speaking, betweeu Great Britain
and the United States au Canadian questions, the sketch
gives evidence, net ouly of careful study of the facte, but
of thoughtful regard ta the les obviaus causes Iying
behind them. Mr. Bourinot's well-knowvn power of clear
sud effective statement is mnanifeet tiroughout. Tt is
truc that tb the Republican reader who, on hie part, lias
studiod the questions from an opposite view-poiut, sud
under the intlunce of iliflerent national sympathies, the
retraspect of boundary transactions, fishery disputes,
abortive trade negotiations, etc., may seni open ta criticieni
ase having been writton in the patriotic rather than tho
judicisi spirit. IL may ho que8tioned whether Mr.
Bourinot has alwsy8sehawni that power of puttiiug hiniseîf
lu hie neigibour's place wliich is characteristic of the
historical spirit in iLs higiet developmeut. It je indeed
scarcely probable that the Canadian authorities have been
quito se unifarmly rigbt sud reasonablo, sud tiose of the
United States quite se uuifarmly wroug sud unroason-
able, as the tract mgit lesd the cursary reader ta sup-
pose. But as a paper read by a loyal Canadiau hefore a
United States' Historical Society, sud uow roprinted
hy tiat Society for the benefit of American readers, it je
admirably adapted to set before aur neighbours the Can-
adian view of questions which many of theiu may nover
hofore have secu in auy other light than Chat of their
own straug national prejudices.

iONORE MERCIER, Count of the Haly Roman Em-
pire, etc., etc., lias returned froni Europe loaded with

honaurs and decorations, and hie coming lias been haiied
by hie impreesianable fellow-citizens as that of s conquering
liera. Notwithetauding aIl that has been said and hinted,
there seenis na longer roani te doubt that ho lias succeeded
in abtaiuing a temporary loas of four tiillions af dollars ou
fairly reasanable termis. Witli this lic will ho able ta tide
the Province aver the tlireatened inancial crisis. Nar do
we know sny sufficicut roeau for doubting that hoe msy Uc
able, at the close of suother session, should tic manoy
market become more faveurable, ta secure the permanent
boau of ton thousand which will be needed in tie near
future. The question whethor the unfortunate financial
strait in which the Province of Quebec finide itseof je msiuly
due ta Premier Mercier's awu extravagance sud bad man-
agement, or ta tiose of bis predeceesors, or ta causes beyond
the contral of cither, ie, strictly speaking, a mater of Pro-
vincial concern, with which we arc net called upon ta
mcddle. It is obviausly truc, however, that from another
peint of view, tiat of tic peculiar relations of the Province
ta the Dominion, tic questian is eue of deep intereet ta al
Canadiaus. Sooner or Istor, sud prabably vcry soan, tie
detnand for botter ternie, net auly frein Quebec, but froni
otier impecuniotis members of tie Confederatian, muetj
bocome again irresistible. Tic anly consolation, in view 1
of suci a coutingeucy, is that the soanor theso demande arc
forced upon the consideratian ef tic gonieral Governmenti
sud Parliamnent, tic sooner, in aIl probability, will al
parties ho conviuced of tihe neces8ity of agreoing upan a (
botter finaucial system and reaching a settîcîieut whichi
shall ho really and truly a finality. But juta tîtese seriaus 1
matters wc nced net now enter maie fully. Tic abject of1
tuis paragragi was ta give expression ta aur honet wander 1
ta what exteut tic new-made Count really values ies
numerous titles sud badges as lisving an iutrinsic virtue,i
or as lianeet trihutes ta modest menit, and te what oxtout1
ho cavetesud uses thoîn as bits of tinsel witli whicli te,
dszzle sud captivate tie admiing crowd. Recaguiziug hie
undauhtod shrewduess, eue caîî liardly ielp suspccting that i
loii je ughing in hils sîceve whilo roceiving tie plaudits ef]
tic populace. 0f cour.ie tiit fondus for tite sud deco- i
rations sud ichly-caloured garments is net peculiar ta
Premier Mercier any more tisu je the hamage paid ta
theni te hie Frenchi compatriote. One noed not crassei
Ottawa, or even quit the City of Toronta an certain gala
days, ta wtness-Uut there, we are trenching upon unsafe i
ground, and iad botter turu asîde at once. " People do i
love badges!I" exclaimed a philosopher tic otier day.

MIR. CAMERON (of Huron> may ho congratulated on1
teprospective succose of hie Bill ta permit tic

accuscd in criminal cases ta testify an hie awn behaîf. i
Tiaugh tic moasuro is set aside for tie present, theic
attitude of tic Minister of Justice may ho accepted as a e
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guarantee that the principle for whichi Mr. Caameron~ bas
sa persisteutly contended will be iincorporated in Canadisfl
criminal Iaw in the near future. So far as that priflciPî'
itself is concerned, it je hard ta understand w1ly it s5hadd

have to be contcnded for at this advanced stage in the
science of jurisprudence. If the paramount coneideratiOu
in the judicial enquiry is, as Sir John Thompeon e8aid, t 
ascertain the truth-.-a proposition whose contradicLary 18
absurd-it ie dilfficuit te conceive of any valid reasofi why
the oniy individual in the worldl who, inl the tmajority of
cases, knows the whole truth, should be prevented fro'u
testifying. The strongest reason that can be 8uggest"îî for

the anomaly, the prevention of perjury, to which Sir John
referred, seems straigl weak and would liardiy bear

serionus investigation. The Ministor pointed ot', h0w'
ever, many difficulties tauching matters both of PrifCiPîe
and of detail, with which the prorosed innovation je b)eset,
and in viow of these Parliament wae no doubt wisa i Pre'
ferring ta make haste slowly. In view of the difforelcCS
of opinion between juriste and other high legal authori i00
in regard net only to the gencral principle-, but ta mi""or
questions of procedure, it msy be presumptuaue in a joUlr
nalist, or othor layman, ta 50 niucb as venture anl oPilliofi
And yet it dae seent passing strange that there sholild 1A
sny différence of opinion as ta whether eithcr the acceed

or a wife sbauld be permnitted tai testify. Th- questioni !s
ta whether either or bath should be comipelled ta do 80 je
one aof xucb greater diticulty. In cases in which th 

offence cbarged is anc xnvolving capital punishnîent it1
flot easy ta soc haw the accused could be cainpelled tao
testify, since imprisonment, the severest punishmlent to
whicbh le could, on refusaI, be subjc3-ted, would be leS'
dreadful ta moet than the penalty which wauld fOlloW
confession or proof of guilt. It is impassible not ta ee
that ta compel a truthful wife ta tcstify agaînet a î1ueband

whoîn she knew ta be guilty would appear ta be, in """'Y
cases, positivcîy cruel ; yet, even sa, it can hardlY be

denied that the best interests of society, involved '11 the
discovery of the truth, sbould ho deemed paraiflannt t

those af any individual. On the other hand it i, easY ta
conceive of hundrede of cases in which the Litraigbltforward
testimony of either the sccused or his wife luighOt Provel

the conviction of an innocent minu and the comi)SsIOlîî0
a grave judicial wraug. The sitrange cas, of th,, coUPlV
arrestied a few days since at Fairbank, chargd itîî the
inurder of thoir daughter, will at once sugg 8t 1 t8~ o
many as anecii. wbich it would bc most dvsiraill) fr0"'i

every point of viewf that bath should hu periIlitted L
testify. Very few priseners would, in such eti"eu In stanC

heHitate ta do Ho, as hesitation would be sure O tble 11tor'
prliedas an admission, though of course it would flot
legal prloi of gujît.

NY aiml s above al the maintenance Of Poacee
Sdeclared the Emiperar of Germiany durlh cn

recent visit ta England. We have already be c
strained tai admit that his imethod of inajntaining Peae
by dint of enormaus armie, bhas been for a tinte 8 for
fui in proventing actual canflici,, and mnay provo$0al
sanie tume ta camle. And an armed peace jes incomeIlPar g
better, froni some points of view, than barrid war. na jIe
(mite passible, too, that the agreement, of whaer ofate
it inay bo, that wae reached during the confereflces 0f t
Emiperor and hie4 Secretary oif State withl Lord Slisbu0,
mnay still further prolong peace by couriteractingra

Rtutsian proectd againt British possessions in the st

But withal it muet be confeeeed that even thoe ell
a peace s0 maintained are terrible ta atmpot
then, again, whatever niay ho the case with the Ter
Alliance itsecf, it jseovident that any alliance,?tor un.
taking, that can ho entercd into by a British Pr""a' 0 M
jeter without the sanction of Parliainent je resllY a
precariaus affair. It i oje pearos ntjje . lry

rosi f theunce tnrure by wbich Lord Salie
naw retains office, as evidenced by the rosuit af the
bye-electians. Stili further, thougli on the Whfor, 0
renewal of the Triple Alliance may be miatter fr e
gratulation, the nocessity which called for it, if euchtho
is ta be deplared, bocause, in addition ta many ather ' o

ressons, it renders reduction of Etiropean ar it j8 t
practically impossible, during the years far whicb t ,
stand. An English writer, who witnessed th, ae h
Landau, points eut the singular incongruit y j ta

Eprrsprofessed lave of peace, which wasbot aill ce
mean Il progrese, friendly intercourse, and the a il

nment of civilization," and the warlilre p ga trY.
surrounded hira at every stop of hie progresle, 0 e11in


