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in- news. As for France, site maintained a calm, attitude, and in the press
simply tried to refute the Germati accusations which resulted only in

strengthening the weak Goblet Ministry, so that it became impossible to

dismiss General Boulanger because the ]>o8t demanded it. As for Russia,
the the-nn Ma

, thetnn aguage against France served Katkoff to tnrn the scale
in bis owit favour, and ZDeventually tii overcome the Czar's disinclination to

eniter into a compact xith the Republic.

After repcated conferences with M. Flourens there appeared in thte
Brusseis NVord a letter froni St. Petersburg, written at the. Foreign Office,
and sketcciing a new programmen of Russian poiicy. If unfortunateiy war

should break ont between France and Germany, Russia would not assume
the saine position as in 1870 sithe wonild not probably inake common cause

~'with France, but site could not afrord to let hier be crushed, and thus bier-

self bie left alone with the allpowerful Germnany. That is to say, if war

between Franc(, and Gerinaiîy break out, Russia will not mat-ch xvtth tte

former against tite latter, but will concentrate sucli an aritiy on the Germian
frontier as xvoul(l oblige chat Goverinent co divide its forces. 'ihis lis the

begittingii( andl end o? th tu usso- Ger i ani friendshiip ; no illusion on titis

Point is any longer entertainied at Berlini.

1 do not, howex er, regard titis change as unfavourable. I believe even

chat it wiil coinduce co te preservation of peace. Russiai will not make

cOmmon cause witii F rance in tew fielud ; site will onlly prevent lier arrny

front being utterly crushied ; site wiii concentrate a force on te Gerteian
frontier ; aîtd Cc'riuîaniy, being occupieci witi lier own affiairs, Russia xviii

direct lier whole force against nConstantinopie. Sie sees titat G'ermnany wiil

1not abatxdoni Austria, and wiil ito longer therefore depend on (iermny's

benevoiettce, but wi[i force Enigiand to nlet bier have free play ii te East;

Whiciî object cati oniy be achieved by a Franco-Gerînan war. It appears

pretty certain that titis change of front on thte part of l{nwsia xviii cotîtribute

to strengthcn tue alliance itetween Germany, Austria, atîd Itaiy, and it

Oflers besides a plausible pretext for Sciavoniati inactivity. Thte Czar will

flot give up une jot of his Buigarian programmte, yet lie besttates to enforce

it by a decisive action witich nigitt provoke war, and stili hopes titat the

hated regency niay be overtitrown by somne internai insurrectionary move-

ment ; hie bas, mioreover, become so stout that bie can oiy with difficuicy
tuaintain hiniself on itorseback for any lenigth of time, and a Czar who

canurot miarcit at cte hiead of bis troops would be a noveity. lie may aiso

ktt0w that itis ariny is far froin being as formidable as it appears on paper,

for if it bias increased in numbers its quality bas been lowered, and its dis-

CiPline choroughiy loosened by inisuficient pay and bad food.

An illanîinato like Katkoff may write as if Russia was invincible; prac-
tical nien know botter. [1er viccories, achieved over Asiatic noînads, prove

as littie for a great war as their successes in Aigeria proved for the French
ftrmy.

The danger of war naturally leads to the German elections, which took

Place anîidst the clatter of armaments. Prince Bismarck aad Count

Moltke declared titat the final rejection of tbe Arniy Bill îeant war. VTe

passing of the Septennate Bili wili certainly make the Freneit more
inciined to pause before, attacking Germany ; and it will enabie the Empire

to defend itseif ail te better if assailed, but it wiil do notiting co check

the increase of Frencht armaments, and wiil do very littie to renove thte

rleal causes of danger to the peacu. of Europe stili prevailing in thte East.

For tite moment, the Septennate does not even increase the fighting strengt 1

'If thte German army;- it appears to bcecar, titerefore, titat there were other

reasons whieli proiripted the Governtnent to mnake the Soptennate their cry

for tbe elections. Tite Citancelior's aii bias long been. to get rid of a

Rteichstag, the hostile înajority of witich constantly chwarted lus desigais,

and hie ouly sougbc a favourable opportunity to proceed to new elections.

Thte weeks preceding the elections were a period of agitation sncb as

G7ernîany bad neyer seen before. Every influence was brotight to bear.

'I'ile ehectors were assured in the tnost solenrn mnanner, by cheir Citatncellor,

that if a tîîajority utîfavourabie to tbe Septennate wàs returned war wouitl

be inevitabie, art assurance whicb carried immense weight, and told ta

favour of tue G ioveýrnnieit ; it was liferent, bowever, with anotiter factor
frorn witicli Prittce Bismarck expecced inucit, and wbicit proved barren,

viit, tite interferettce of tite Pope in the elections. Oit Jatîuary 3rd thte

lace Cardinal Jacobinii addressed a letter to the Nuncio at Munich, advising

the C'entre Party to vote for te Septennate ; the essence of the letter

boing coîtfided to tite chief s of te party, tbey replied tbat it was impossible
for thent to coînply with thie demand, itut if thte Holy Father were of opinion

tbat a dissolntion of cte party would serve the interests of tue Ciînrcli, al

it' unemibers would be ready to resign their seats. Piaced before titis

alternative, the Pope recoiied. lNotwitbstanding another letter froin Cardi-

"l Jacobini, and cte înild exhortations of a few bishops, nearly the whL1le, of

the Catbolic electorate votel for the Centre candidates, atnd the party bas

returned to the Reichstag i its old strengtb, baving scarcely lost a seat.

Thte consequettees of the Pope's interference bave been positiveiy detri-

tluentai to te autority of tbe Holy See. 11e lias deepiy ofl'ended tite

Centre party, but bas faîledl to make it yieid. Theny respectfuhly decline

to ColIv witiî is wises, and asserc tieir independence it poltcal

tulatters,' thus refutin)g thte former accusations of tbeir adversaries that they

Were utere tools, and obeyed the suînons of a foreign priest in Gerînan
affiisM

piThte real motive, apart from social and financiai views, which prompted
rice Bismarck to obtaîn by every nieans iii his power a large majority,

W8a8 a Ixigit one. The Emperor is ninety, and everything the Chancelior

d'sis calcuiated for a new reign. For that event be wants to have ail the

8'Ces in bis band, and be able to bean upon a maýjority which may be said to

rePresent the country.

111E IRISHI IN AMERICA.

Tiup, Tintes, comnîenting on a letter addressed to it by Mr. Goldwin

Stniitiî, on the action of II Amnericait anti Canadiait Politicians on the

Crimes Bill," says:-

Mr. ('oldwin Smnith fully contirnus the views we biave already expressed

as to the nîcttîn"i andi vaine of cte resolutions iii fai'our of -tomne Rule

wiih deiiglit Mr. G'icdstonc. I Fe fill ini the itidicttnent against the

I rishî imimigrants witi tue, vigour titat contes of loeal knowled-e aîîd local

suffering, and every one who litas coniversed with Americans, Canadians, or

cohonists wiîo do riot bappen for thte moment to be piaying te politicai

gyaine Wiil recognise in lus renîarks cte attitude itîvariably assunîed towardré

tue Irisht elemient. '[le E nglisi and Scotch immtigrant, says Mr. Sînitit,
gos ont to a fariii and folio îvs te betît of bis citaracter, xvhich is to mind

his own butsiness atid be a quiet citizeni. 'Pie [risht imtmigrants congregate

it tite towvns antd follov te bent of titeir cliaracter, wlîich is to Il cabai,
agî1ýate, and conspire." [n short, as lie observes by way of suînîning-np,
'lit is because the Irisiman is the xvorst of citizens chat the UJnited Stattes

aie anid Catnada is beconîing politicahly an IrishIt epnblic." Ilere we ven-

turc Lu thinik chat Mr. Goidwin Siith takes an undnly pessimist view.

Tite quiet and laxv abiding' citizenis of tue States and of Canada wili stand

a great deal for tite salue of peace. Atuericatus put up xvitii a great deai

whîiclî they do ttot hike, by tue aid of a certain capacity for taking a

hinmorous view wviich. thîey possess in tinuci iarger ieasture than ourseives.

But a point existe at xvhicit tiîey cotîsider te jt)ke hias zone quite far

enougli, and wiien chat poinit is reaclted they stamip out cthe nuisanîce Nvitb

a degree of energy w'bici is fonnd very surprisitîg and discortcertiîîg by te

people wlîo thought tlîey xvere having tiigs ail cteir oxvn xvay. We unav

ite wrong, but we stroigly suspect chat thte Irisht xvii be sutnmarîiy put

back itco titeir proper place lonîg before eititer Canala or te States becoiîte
an Irish Republie.

THE SITUATlION JN AFGHAINISTANV.

lits persistent reports of tribal disturbattce iii Afghanistan, and of tbe

g1rowiîtg li fficulcies by wiîiciî the Aineer is surrounded, -ives particular

incerest to the foiiowing account, condeased f roi T/te Tintes, of the actuai

situation ini a country so cioseiy identified witb England's politicai action

iii Asia.

Te rcvolt of certaini sections of the great Giizai triue is a fact that

cannot be explained away, and it is one aiso iviti wiiich the Ameer lias

to deai at once. No one is better aware of titis thaît Abdurrabmaa
liimself, and the preparations tîpon witich lie bas been for sorne Lime

engaged are of a citaracter to show titat lie is resolved to einpioy ail bis
stren,,ci in crusbing titose whîo have set itis authîority at naugitt.

Tbe insurrectiotxary movement among tite Ghîizais began hast aututan,
and before Christxias set in te Ameer's best general, Gholam Hyder

Cbarki, obtained severai successes suflicient to insure the safety of the road
to Candaiar tbrougliout tue iitctr. 'the dissatisfaction of titese tribes-

moni arose froi cte firun resolve of tue Anteer Lu exact taxes fron thetu,
and to render thetn compheteiy subservient to bis orders.

Abdurrahmuan itas eîîdeavoured to make binîseif i) king,ideed aswelias in

name, of Afghanistan, and in titis lie hias naturaliy encountered thte aîtimosity

anti opposition of lawless trites wviieW oîîly tolerate the authority of their

owtx citiefs, because tbiey require neiciier taxes nor forbearance towards tue

rest of the country ontside te narrow himits of te clan. 'lie task of

actaining tbis position of undispuced supremiacy is beset witb peculiar
thiffieulty ini Afghanistan, and te Amneer bias now aroused ail amount of

opposition on the part of te Gbilzais, whicb, if lie had been a less energetic,

andi determixed ruler, lie need neyer htave iîîcurred , bie believes, ltowever,
titat hie possesses a force suflicient to vanquisit tue ancagotiists wlîo oppose

him. Hie lias an excellent army, wtell drilied and armed, and despite ail

statementq to thte contrary, well atnd regularly paid. He aiso possesses an

eflicient arcillery wii gives limi an immense advantage over any aîîd ail

itis enettuies, singiy or coliectively. fls lietenanits, toc, are ail men

personaliy attached to bis fortunes, antI Abdurraiimaii's fail woild tueati their

ruiti. Tite Amecer, aithougui alive to tue gravity of te situation, shows no

sigrîs of iiervousness, anti ie lias taken adequate meastîres, su far as can be

judged, to obtain success. Neititer dirccly nior indirectiy bias ho asked

for tue aid or support of te Indian Governmient, atîd ie evidentiy thitnks

hie lias sufficient monu, tuoney, and arîns to put dowîu titis rising withîout
chie liehp of the Viceîoy.

The situationt outsibe Afghtanistan is of course nîncl affecteci by that

wîthin its limite. 'fl ic îsectled state of chie counîtry itseif is a strong

teniptatioti to Russia tiot to itastea over thie finai seutlement of the
boundary of Ab)dur-rahmai'sdoituiiiois,,until site secs witetluer Abdurrahiman
wili survive tite preseuît crtsîs. No suggestions of a compromise have yet

been nmade, aîîd ail cte attention of thte Commîtission lias been gîven Lu te

examination of maps and documenîts- cte basis of sncb an agreement bias

not yet been suggested, and only thte triumph of thte Acneer wiil suffice for

its discovery. Impatient as Englanci nay weil feel to record te close of

a negotiation about a strip of frontier wlîich began neariy three years ago,

thte wisit is not iikely Lo ho realised at present. Site lias titerefore a very

direct interest iii lopiîîg that thte Ameer wili speedily give some evidence

of bis prowess ; for an uttequivocai success over tite Gbilzais wihl botit

basten and simplify the course of the negotiations about the boundary of

Afghanistan on te Oxus.
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