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INCIDENTS 0F AMERIUZIN P0LI1ICS DUB[NG TUE
GREAT ,STRUGGLE.

BENTON AND FOOTE.

I HAPPENEX) to be in the Senate on April l7th, ju4t before the menmorable
fracas between Foote, of Mississippi, and Col. Bonton. They haci had an
unfrientily encouniter înot long before, anti it was well understooti that
Benton had made Up bis mind that Foote shoulti not hencoforth naine
Iiim or allutie to hiiii in debate. Foote hati said: I do not denounce
himi as a cowarti-such language is unfitteti for this audience-but
if lie wishes to patch Up bis reputation for courage, 110W greatly on the
wanie, hie will certainly have an opportunity of doing, so whenever lie mnakes
known bis desire in the premises." Benton repliei "Is a Senator to be
blackguartied in the discharge of bis duty, andi the cuiprit go unpunishied
Is language to ho used hiere which would not lie permitteti to be useti in the
lowest pot-house, taverni or oystor cellar, andi for the use of whieh hie woulti
be turneti out of any tavorn by a tiecent lantilorti " Benton's wrath bati
niot in tbe least cooleti since this altercation. Foote was on the floor, anti
in speaking of the late Il onthern Adtiress," referred to Benton in ternis
wbich everybody understood. Iii an indirect way hie became more anti
more personal as hoe proceetiet. Col. Benton finally arose froin bis seat
with evory appearance of intense passion; anti with a quick pace mnoveti
towarti Foote, who was atitressing the Sonate from bis tiesk riear the main
aisie. The \Tice-Presitient demrantieti "order," anti several Senators trieti
to bolti Benton back, but bie broke loose fromn bis koopers, anti was moving
rapidly uipon bis foe. When bie saw Benton nearing hini, Foote sprang
into the main aisie anti retreated towarti the Vice-Prositiont, presenting
a pistol as hoe fled, or, as lie af terwartis expresseti it, "ladivanceti backwarti."
i n the mneantinie Bentonl liati beeiî so obstructeti by tbe Sergoant-at-Arms
an(l others tlîat Foote, if disposeti to shoot, coulti not bave donc so without
firing- tbrough tho crowd. But Benton, with several Sonators hianging to
Iiiin, now procectiet rounti the lobby so as to meet Foote at the opposite
side of the chamber. Tearing himself away from thoso who souglit to
holti him, anti, tbrowing open bis bosom, hoe saiti, "lLet him shoot me; lot
hiin shoot mue if he tiares; l neyer carry arms, anti lie knows it ; lot the
assassin tire." Ho xvas ant emibotiot fury, anti ralgeti and ravoti, the hielp-
1(55 victiitu of bis passions. 1 hati nover seen such an uproar in a legisia-
tive body, but the Sergcant-at-Arnis at last restoroti order, wben Mr. Clay
suggesteti that both par ties should voluntarily enter into bonds to keep the
peace, uipon whicb Bonton instantly rose anti said, "l'Il rot in j ail, sir,
before I will do it. No, sir; lIl rot in jail first. l'Il rot, sir," and hoe
poureti forth a fresli torrent of bitter wortis upon the nian whio was thon so
well known tlîrougliout the Nortliern States as IlHangman Foot.e." Benton

wsnet only a Juan of tremendous passions, but unrivalleti as a hater.
Nor diti bis hatreti spenti itself entirely upon injustice and meannoss. It
was largOly persona]. and uircasoinig. Ho was pre-oîniniently Lnforgiving.
Hoe hateti Caîhoun with a real vengeance, styling him "John Cataline
Caîhouni," anti brandet iim as a 'lcoward cur that sneaketi to bis kennel
whien the master of the hermitage blew bis bugle hiorn." lie scemeti to
relent a littie, however, when hoe saw the life ZDof the great Carolinian
rapidly ebbiiig away, andi on one occasion declareti that, "Whon Goti lays
bis lianti on a mani, 1 take mine off." His wit was sometiines as puingent
as blis invective. Iu biis famous speech on the Compromise mneasures, hoe
gave Mr, Clay a telling bit by comparing the boasteti panacea of bis
"Omnibus Bill," or "lfive olti Bills tackoti together," to "lolti Dr. Jacob

Townscnti's sarsaparilla," anti contrasting it with the allegeti worthlessnless
of the same ineasures when separately proposoti, which hoe likencti to
IlYoung Dr. Samuel Townsenti's extract fromr the samoe vegetable." "lSar-
saparilla " was thus more widely ativertiscd than evor before, but it aideti
the triumph of the "Young Dr." anti the dofoat of Mr. Clay's pet sebeme.

WEB3STER AS A SPEAKER.

I IIFRB the famous IlSeventh of Mardi Speech " of Mr. Webster. To
mie bis oratory was a perfect surprise anti curiosity. He not only spoke
with very unusual deliberation, but wvitlu pauses baving no relation whatever
to the sense. lis sentences were broken into fragments, and the
hearer was perplexeti in the ondeavour to gather bis moanirg. In tieclar-
ing, for examiple, that lie Ilwould put in no0 Wilmot proviso for the pur-
pose of a taunt," etc., lie matie a long pause at IlWilmot," perbaps a balf
minute, anti finally, baving apparently recovereti bis breatb, atiteti the word
"lproviso; " anti thon, aftcr another consitierable pause went on witlî luis
sentence. Ilis spoaking seemeti painfully laborious. Great drops of per-
spiration stooti upon bis forebeati anti face, notwîthstantiing the 8lowness of
Ilis utterance, suggesting, as a possible explanation, a very recent anti hoavy
dinner, or a greatly troubloti conscience over bis final act of apostacy from
bis early Neow Englanti faith. The latter was probably the truth, since hoe
is known to have long anti seriously pondereti the question of bis ultimate
decision ; anti, with bis naturally groat anti noble traits of character, hoe
coulti not have announceti it without manifest tokens of uneasiness. 1 was
greatly interesteti in the brief dialogue botween him anti Mr. Caîhoun, which
followeti this speech. Reference was matie to their famous passage-
at-arins twenty years before: anti Mr. Caîhoun, while taking exception to
some of Mr. Webster's positions, congratulateti him on bis strong tieliver-
ance in the interost of slavery. The great Carolinian was thon wrestling
with the disease which soon afterwarti terminated bis life, anti was thin,
pale, anti feeble of stop ; but bis singularly intellectual face, anti the pecu-
liar liglit whicb flasheti from bis oye while speaking, matie him. thc most
striking, picturesque figure in the Sonate. No man can compute the evils
wrought by bis political thoories; but in privato life ho was thorougbly
upriglit anti pure, anti no suspicion of poltical jobbery was ever whispereti

in connection with bis naine. In his social relations hoe was most gonlial
anti kintily, whilo hoe always welcomed the, socioty of Young mon who souglit
the aid of bis friendly counsel. Politically, hoe bias been singularly mis-
understood. lie was not, as hias been so generally thought, a tiisunionist. lie
xvas tbe champion of State sovoroignty, but hoe believeti that this was the
sure basîs anti bond of union. Ho thought the riglit of State nullification,
if recognized, would holti the central power in check, anti thus cement the
union ; wbile bis devotion to African slavery as a tiofensible forai of So-'
ciety, anti a solution of the confliet betwcen capital anti labour, was doubt-
less as sincore as it was fanatical.

BULL RUN.

BUT the war spirit was fully arouseti, anti active proparations were oni
foot for an ativance upon the enemy. The confidence in General Scott
seemiet to be unhoundeti, anti 1 f ounti everybotiy taking it for granteti that
when the figlit began our forces woulti prove triumpbantly victorjous. On1
the day before the battie of Bull Run I obtaineti a pass fromr Genoral
Scott, intentiing to witness the engagement, believing 1 coulti do so, 0$

course, with perfect safety, as our army woulti untioubtodly triumph. 1 hati
a vcry strong cinriosity to sec a great battle, anti was now gratifieti with
the prospect of doing so; but a lucky accident detainet ime. The battlO
was on Sunday, anti about eleven o'clock at niglit I was rouseti fromi n'Y
slumber by Col. Forney, wbo resideti on Capitol Hill near my lodgingsi
anti who tolti me our army hati been routeti, anti that the robels wOi'0

marclîing upon the Capitol anti woulti in all probability capture it be-
fore mornîng. No unmiraculous event coulti bave been more startling.
I was perfectly stunneti anti tumbfounded by the news ; but I hastoneti
down to tlîe Avenue as rapidly as possible, anti founti the space betweofl
the Capitol anti the Treasury Buildin g a moving mass o f hurti.nity.
Every mnan seeiied to ho asking every inan hoe met for the latest newse
while ahl sorts of rumnours filleti the air. A feeling of mingl"eti horror anti
despair seemeti to possoss everybotiy. The ovent was so totally unlookOti
for, anti the disappointment so terrible, that people grcw sutidenly sick at
heart, anti foît as if life itsclf, with ahl its interests anti cbarms, hati beon,
snatcei from tlioîr grasp). The excitement, turmoil anti consternationi
continueti during the nlight anti through the following day ; but no one
coulti adcquately picture or describe it. Our soldiers caine straggling into
tlîe city, covereti with tiirt anti many of tbemi wountiet, while the paii
which loti to the disaster spread liko a contagion through ail classes.

LINCOLN.

On meeting him i fountihim far botter looking than tbe campaign picturoS
bati representeti. Ris face, when liglîteti up in conversation, was not unlhand-
somne, anti the kîntily andi winning tonies of bis voice pleadeti for liinî like
the sinile wbich playeti about luis rugged features. lie was full of anecdote
and humour, anti readily found iis wvay to the hcarts of tbose wbo enjoyeti
a welconîe to bis fireside. Ris face, howovoî, wvas somotimos marketi W
tlîat touching expression of sadness which became so gencrally noticeable in
the following ycars. On the subj oct of slavery 1 was gratified to fini hi
less rcserved anti more empbatic than I expectoti. The Cabinet rumeur
referreti to was truc. Ho foît bounti by the pledges which bis leaduincg
frientis liati matie in bis naine pcnding the National Convention ; anti the
policy on wbicli lie acteti in these ant ii mny other appointments was forcil)Y
illustrateti on a subsequent occasion, when 1 earnestly protesteti a(faiBst
the appointaient of an incompetent anti unwortby man as Comimissioner Of
Patents. IlThere is much force in what you say," sait ie, "lbut, in the bal-
andîng of niatters, 1 guess 1 sliall bave to appoint him. " This IlbalanceiflZ
of matters " was a source of infinite vexation during bis administration, el
it lias been to every one of bis successors; anti its most tieplorablo result8
have boon witnesseti in the assassination of a President. Upon the wvboIe,
liowevcr, I was mnuch pleaseti witb our flrst Republican Executive, anti.'
returneti home more fully inspireti than ever with the purpose to susttiîJ
bim to tic utmost in facing the'tinties of bis groat office.-" Political
leccollections," Geo rge I. Julian.

GEIST'S GRA VE.

MR. MÂTTIIEw ARNOLD's tielivery is very quiet anti professional. 'I'

Auncricans, accustometi to the sensationalismr of platform lecturers, it ap-

pears taîne ; nevertbeless hoe drew tears from the eyes of sonie of luis audience

at Boston by rcatiing the following poem, written by himself, on the grave

of a dog Four years 1-and did'st thon stay above
The grounti which bides thee now but four;
And ail that life and ail tluat love
\Vere crowded, Gejet, into no more.

only four years-tbose winning ways,
Wbieb make me for thy presence yearn,
Cal'd us te pet thee or to praise,
Dear littie frienti, at every turn;

That Ioving beart, that patient seul,
Had they indeed no longer span,
To mun their course, and reach their goal,
And meail their homily te man;

That liquid, melancholy eye,
From whose pathetie, soul-fed springs
Seem'd surging the Virgilian cry,
The sense of tsars in mortal things


