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THE SUPERNATURAL AND THE MIRACULOUS,
BY REV, C. A. BARTOL.

THeRE is 2 distinction, not always regarded, between
the supernatural and the miracuious. The former term
expresses a kind of quality or action, of which the latter
signifies a single variety. That is supernatural which is
ahove the laws of nature, as observation can trace and
science arrange them ; accordingly, man himself is in part
a supernatural being. All the higher action of his mind,
his imaginative creation, the freedom of his will, and the
appeal of his prayer, are,in the sense of exceeding any
definable rules, supernatural ; while equally so is God’s
‘answer to prayer, his forgiveness of sin, and the influence
on the soul of his Holy Spirit. As mechanical power is
‘superseded by what we .call chemical, and chemical by
wital, 80 is vital by spiritual or supernatural; the ascend-
ing series of forces carrying us to that whose manifesta- -
tions we cannot regulate, put into any determinate pro-
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