
MARBLE CAVES I.N

as the great statesmnai after Nvlhom the
monolith wvas narnccl , loome(1 over ail
other Canadlian public m-ren. Entering
the Audlitoriuml visitors are anîply re-

w~arcd.This huge chamiber is 50 feet
wi(dc, wîth a c1e1 tli of 6o feet, aind, hav-
illngy 40 --ld 50 feet b)etwcen Hloor and ceil-
ingo. Roofs archied, ceilings exquisitelv
p)OiiShle(l. w~alls as smlootih as thoughl per-
fected b)v art-ail combine to l)rodtice a
panior-amla of fantastie magiiificerîce. Ancl

Approaching the Caves.

thlis is but tle 1portal, the ante-roomi open-
ing into more stupenclous excavations.
1-assingo throiuh a series of narrow cor-
ridors, a vast (lome î-escmblingl an Italian
templie is reached, ineasurig fuliv 150
to 250, fect in widthi, the ceîlitig and flooî-
being connected 1)V liuge wvhite an(l grey
nlarle columns. progeli~y of w~ater upon
caverri liniestone. As ravs of liglht ai-e
concentrate(l tI)ofl sections of this marveî
of Naurs andiwork, ail could rca(liv

by electrical illumination. The water
pow'er for gcncrating electricitv within a
wi(le ai-ca is cstimatcd to 1)C sufficient to
operate trains from thie main uine of rail-
wav to xithin a i-easonzibie dlistance of
the caves. At the present tinie trails haive
been cut. ai(l Nvitin a rcasoiable tinie
ail the comfoî-ts of modern hotel life wTilI
be suipplîcd. Mi/r. Deutschmnan at present
acts as gencral guide and stiperviso-. H-e
is stil] confident that Nvlhen the cave chan-
nel fr011 Couigar Creek is diverted, out-
lets wvihl 1)C fouinc miles from the preserit
entrance, for, far- awav in dhe bowcls of
the subterranean ývoncler, the ccaseless
Potundiig of wvater is distinctly heard,
wvhie xithiout, Bear. Goat and Douglas
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Falls add to the grandeur of the erystal
fl ood.

To attempt to classify the variouis and
varvin- o-coloo-ical features, to follow the
course of parallel and oblique galleries,
w'ould (lenand weeks of indlefatioable la-
bor. Suffice to say-the solemnity, the
gloonî, the chaos of watcr, and wonclerful
variety of crystals, marbie columuis, in-
crustations, thie endlless -ecesses--jaggecl
andi biack mouth e(l-iml)art a wvierd
gran(leur, a fascinatincr chiarn to this, inm-
p)ortant discovery. In the earlier stages,
reporting to the Dominion Government
tupon the sui)ject, M1\r. WV. S. Ayres, the
Departnmental Engineer, stated: "Pie
malls are of sol marbie anci have been
slowly carvcd durincr centuries by the
ceaseless rush of torrents of snov xvater.*
Again, "thie wlhole nîotntain is honey-
com)e(l ; further exploration shoulci re-
veal several even greater chambers and
more colossal cavertis."

Deutschmian, who is an old-tim-e pros-
1)ector, believed that throuol he agn
of the caves great minerai discoveries
xvould follow, as ail the mouintains be-
twveen Mouint Stephien (nameci after the
present Lord Mouint Stephien) to the
North forks of the Illecillewaet, are heav-
ily illineralized-gold, silver, copper, ga-
lena, zinc and iron being found, sorte-
tirnes in payiîg* cluantities.

Eighit thouisanci feet aiove an extraor-
dimax-v growvth of a hiardy and beautiful
flowveringy moss Nvas found and a "snap-
shiot" taken, the Rowver in the phiotograpli
1)eing the iiatux-al size. Locallv' it is
laine( .'lilac pini< flowering moss.

Doubtless there are those wvho xvill be
aible to clefine its propei l)otallical classi-
fication.


