
STATISTICIANS 0F EMPIRE MAY MEJ3T

Alter Interdaange of Idoas, Proposais Could Be Submitte4
to Confero,,o.

'ihe wide dive rgençcis that exist, both in funn and sub-
stance, between the trade r.turns of the United Kingdomn
and tht el-oenn Dominions, are discussed i the fifth
inîeimi report (if thv Doiniion., Roya! Comilon'he

Çommssinersexpessthecir pleasure that action is now being
takeni liy the Canadian Departiment of Trade and Commerce
t o remiodel the Domin ion trade returjis on lines similar to
those publishrd by the Board of Traide in the annual state-
mvent oif trade for the LUnited Kingdozn, but state that much
still remains to lie dont by co-operation between the depart-
mnrts of usm and of trade and :omnmer-e fio avoid un-
necessary duplication of statistitcal information, The report
continues :

-'in our previous reports \we have deeoeed it necessary
to call attention to the lack of general statisticai informa-
tion available in oneof the othecr Dominions. In ihe case
of Caniada %wv find the oppo)site condition of affairs. There
is, almost a superabundance oif statistical materiaI published.
What appeac4rs to beý most urgently- needed is a co-ordination
of statistical effort and evt!n a limitation oif the furictions of
smre (if the authorities at present engaged in the collection
and publication of statistical data.
Matter of Natlonal Ooneron.

.iUntil rece-ntly il was flot gencrally realized in the Do-
inion that the statistics of a ccuntry are, a matter of na-

tioinal concern aud as such should corne nder the general
correlating authority of the Federal govctirnent, but as a
result o! the report of the Commission appointed by the
Canatdian innuter for trade and Commierce,~ a decided step
bas. been taken to remiedy this deficiency by the appointment
of a Dominion taitcaArrangements' have now been
eornpleted for the co-ordination of the statistical branches of
the varions fed(eral departments and, in addition, steps have
heen takerà to ,ccure the co-operation o! the various statistical
officers. of the provincial governimnrts wîth a view to avoid-
ing ovcrlapping o! effo.rt, and to securing more accurate
returns.

"We miay note, however, one or two matters li wbh
statistical information ig still in<,nmiilÉté-Vr -14A~ ninp
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